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confidence and good will of young and old, rich and poor. His success came 
to him as the legitimate and logical reward of his perseverance and labor. He 
started out for himself empty-handed and recognizing the fact that industry is 
the most stable foundation upon which to build success he made it the basic prin- 
ciple of his life and by his continued business activity gained a creditable posi- 
tion among the men of affluence in Vermilion county. 

HENRY FROST HOOKER, M. D. 

Dr. Henry Frost Hooker, a rising young medical practitioner of Danville, 
makes a specialty of surgery and in this branch of the profession has already 
won notable success. His birth occurred in Independence, Kansas, on the 12th 
of November, 1880, his parents being Samuel and Laura (Frost) Hooker, 
who are natives of Pennsylvania and Illinois respectively. Soon after the birth 
of our subject Samuel Hooker removed to South Dakota, where he carried on 
general agricultural pursuits on an extensive scale. At the present time he 
makes his home in Independence, Kansas. 

Henry F. Hooker was reared on the range in South Dakota and was educated 
in that state, being graduated from the high school at  White in 1898. Subse- 
quently he studied pharmacy in the State School at Brookings, South Dakota, 
and in 1904 entered the Northwestern University of Chicago, completing the 
course in the medical department of that institution in 1908. After spending 
one year in a hospital of Chicago he came to Danville in ~gog and has already 
won an enviable reputation as an able representative of his profession, giving 
special attention to surgical work. He acts as surgeon for the Chicago & 
Eastern Illinois Railroad and in the line of his profession is connected with the 
County and State Medical Societies and the American Medical Association. 

In November, 1909, Dr. Hooker was united in marriage to Miss Nellie M. 
MacGrath, a native of Green Bay, Wisconsin. H e  is a popular member of 
the Physicians Club and though a comparatively recent addition to the ranks 
of the medical fraternity, enjoys the confidence of his professional brethren as 
well as of the general public. 

CLINGAN. 

H. A. Clingan, an enterprising, entergetic and progressive agriculturist of 
Georgetown township, was born on a farm near Westville, Vermilion county, 
Illinois, on the 10th of November, 1886. His parents, L. A. and Martha 
(Groves) Clingan, were likewise born near Westville, this county. The father 
obtained his education in the district schools and devoted his attention to gen- 
eral agricultural pursuits throughout his active business career. I n  connection 
with the tilling of the soil he shipped cattle and hogs on an extensive scale and 
in both branches of his business met with a gratifying measure of success. About 
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five years ago he put aside the active work of the fields and has since lived in 
honorable retirement a t  Danville, leaving the management of the farm to his 
children. Having spent their entire lives in Vermilion county, both he and 
his wife are well known within its borders and deserve recognition among its 
representative and respected residents. They have three living children, namely : 
Blanche, twenty-five years of age; H. A., of this review; and Roy, who is 
eighteen years dd.  

In his youthful years H. A. Clingan attended the district school near West- 
ville and subsequently pursued a commercial course in the DanvilIe Business 
College, from which he was graduated. Later he was graduated from the Jones 
National School of Oratory 8r Auctioneering at Chicago, and on leaving that 
institution he took charge of his father's farm, suU residing thereon. During 
the summer seasons he is busily engaged in the tilling of the soil and in the win- 
ter months his services are largely in demand as auctioneer at farm sales. Al- 
though still in the early years of his manhood, Mr. Clingan possesses those 
qualities that should make him one of the substantial citizens of his locality, 
for he has many things to his credit, being industrious, progressive in his ideas 
and not afraid to exert himself in the pursuit of the success which he hopes 
to attain. 

On the 22d of October, 1908, Mr. Clingan was united in marriage to Miss 
Elsie Hill, whose birth occurred near Fairmount, Illinois, where she received her 
early education. Later she continued her studies in the Danville high school. 

Politically Mr. Clingan is a republican believing firmly in the principles of 
that party. He  is now serving in the capacity of township school trustee, hav- 
ing been elected to that position in the spring of 1910. He has attained the 
third degree in Masonry and is a member of the lodge at  Georgetown. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Clingan have always resided within the borders of Vermilion 
county and they are a well known and highly esteemed young couple. 

JOSEPH FAIRHALL, M. D. 

One of the most influential men of Danville is Dr. Joseph Fairhall, who has 
made for himself an enviable record both in business and professional circles 
and is now living retired, enjoying a rest that is richly deserved. He was 
born February g, 1853, on the isle of Sheppey in County Kent, England, and 
belongs to an old baronial family of that name. The ancestry can be traced 
back through many centuries and the name of Joseph was borne by the eldest 
son in each succeeding generation. It is believed that the first representative 
of the family to locate in England went to that country with William the Con- 
queror as a paid soldier, and his descendants have since been prominently iden- 
tified with the counties of Sussex and Kent. 

The Doctor's father, who also bore the name of Joseph Fairhall, was born 
on the isle of Sheppey and on reaching manhood married Esther Shaw, a na- 
tive of the same locality. They made their home at Tadwell Hall as the father 
was a country gentleman, residing there until 1868, when they removed to 
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Sittingbourne, at which place the father died in 1885, at the age of seventy-two 
years. The mother passed away on the 15th of March, 1902, and was laid 
to rest in the family vault at Queensboro, Kent county. Dr. Fairhall began his 
education in the national school of Minster on the isle of Sheppey and later 
attended the gramrnar school at Sheerness. He subsequently pursued a col- 
legiate course at the University in London, England, where he was graduated 
in 1881, and during the following three years made preparation for his chosen 
profession by study at Charing Cross Medical University of London. 

Prior to this, however, Dr. Fairhall had enlisted in the Irish Rifles in 1877 
and was a member of that regiment for eight years, being mustered out in 
1885. For two years longer he remained a resident of London and in 1887 
crossed the Atlantic and made his home in Chicago for the following three 
years. While coming to America he became interested in the Grape Creek 
Coal Company, of which he served as vice president until it went into the 
hands of a receiver in 1892. He was also connected with the South Chicap 
Dock Company for some time and in 1890 he located on the property owned 
by the Grape Creek Coal Company. Being of zn observant and studious nature, 
he became thoroughly familiar with mining engineering and for a time had the 
active management of the company's affairs. 

When the coal company passed into the hands of a receiver Dr. Fairhall 
took charge of the Grape Creek Clay Works and by a close study of the various 
clays found in the vicinity, coupled with his excellent knowledge of chemistry, 
he was enabled to master the art of brick manufacture. He became a prominent 
member of the National Brick Manufacturers' Association, attending all its 
conventions and taking an active part in its work. However, he was not able 
to obtain a lease of the clay works for longer than one year and, finding the 
venture unprofitable, he retired from that business at the end of four years. 

The Doctor then decided to resume the practice of medicine and passed 
the required examination before the state board, receiving his license on the 
27th of March, 18g6. Coming to Danville in the spring of 1898, he erected a 
house and office near the Gilbert street bridge, which presents an excellent 
view of the Vermilion river, and turned his attention to the profession with 
which he became connected in early manhood. The year of his arrival here 
he was made a member of the staff of physicians of the Vermilion County Hos- 
pital and also professor of anatomy and physiology in the Danville Training 
School for Nurses. Ever a thoro~~gh student and progressive in his methods 
in practice, he met with most excellent success and became a prominent mem- 
ber of the Vermilion County Medical Association, the Tri-County Medical 
Association, the Danville Physicians' Protective Association and the National Med- 
ical Association. He met with most excellent success in his chosen calling and was 
regarded as one of the leading physicians of this part of the state. He con- 
tinued in active practice here for some years but is now living retired, looking 
after his business interests. 

Dr. Fairhall was married September 26, 1875, to Miss Elizabeth Sandys, the 
third daughter of William King, Esquire, of Elwick Villa at Ashford, Kent 
county, England. Two sons were born to them prior to their emigration to 
American, these being Joseph and Leo Victor. The family arrived in this 
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country on the 29th of March, 1887, and during their residence in Chicago an- 
other son Lawrence Turner, was born in 1888, and in 189.4 a daughter, Lucy 
Winnifred, was born at Grape Creek. 

The family is one of prominence in Danville, the Doctor having ever oc- 
cupied an enviable position in social, professional and business circles. Taking 
an active interest in the betterment of the.lower classes, he and his wife were 
instrumental in improving the social condition of the working people a t  Grape 
Creek, where they organized a church and Sunday school and were instru- 
mental in securing good concerts and other entertainments of a beneficial char- 

- acter. The Doctor also took an active part in organizing the Grape Creek lodge 
of Odd Fellows, becoming its first noble grand. H e  has always taken an active 
interest in the work of that order and passed through the various degrees un- 
til he held the highest office in the Uniform Rank of Patriarchs Militant. In 
connection with this division of the fraternity he founded the degree of Ladies' 
Militant in 1901 and in all of this work was ably assisted by his wife, who 
established the White Oaks Rebekah degree lodge at Grape Creek and was 
later first president of the Ladies' Militant. His record is characterized by a 
masterful grasp of every problem that has bean presented to him and his ad- 
vancement followed as the logical result of his mental equipment and diligence, 
his success being, therefore, well merited. He is a man of excellent character, 
beloved by his family and honored and respected in the community, and it is 
safe to say that no man now living in Danville is held in higher regard than 
Dr. Joseph Fairhall. 

JAMES KNIGHT. 

Through the years of an active business career and in every relation of 
life James Khight commanded the respect and enjoyed the confidence and friend- 
ship of all with whom he came in contact. His life measured up to the full 
standard of honorable manhood in all things and thus his death was the oc- 
casion of deep sorrow and regret when on the 22d of October, 1900, he passed 
away. He was then sixty-eight years of age, his birth having occurred on the 
12th of May, 1833, at Rouse Point, Clinton county, New York. His parents, 
Dr. James and Alice (Henderson) Knight, were natives of Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, and in the land of hills and heather spent their childhood days and were 
married. Believing that they might have better opportunities in the new world, 
they crossed the Atlantic and established their home at Rouse Point, near Lake 
Champlain, in New York. The father, who had been identified with the 
medical profession there engaged in practice up to the time of his death, his 
ability winning him a good practice, while his research and investigation kept 
him in touch with the advancement made by the medical fraternity. His fam- 
ily included three sons; James Knight, however, being the only one to  come 
to Vermilion county. His brother, Alexander Knight, removed to Illinois and 
died in Centralia. Another brother, Robert, is a resident of Vancouver, British 
Columbia. 
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In his boyhood days James Knight pursued his studies in the public schools 
of New York, dividing his time between the duties of the schoolroom, the 
pleasures of the playground and such tasks as were assigned to him by parental 
authority. In early manhood he heard and heeded the call of the west, the 
year 1857 witnessing his arrival in Springfield, Illinois. He  became identified 
with business interests in this state as overseer of construction on the Wabash 
Railroad, which was then being built. I n  1858, however, he came to Dan- 
ville and had charge of a construction train here for a few years, until the 
completion of the road in this section. He then continued in the railway ser- 
vice as conductor, running the first train into Danville over the Wabash. He 
continued in that capacity on the run between Danville and Quincy for some 
time and later was transferred to the Danville & Toledo road. He  remained in 
the train service until 1865 and was then appointed station agent at Danville, 
occupying the position for several years. That he remained so long with the 
Wabash Company proved his ability and fidelity. At length he determined to 
devote his energies more directly to his own interests and to this end established a 
boot and shoe store in Danville, which he carried on successfully for some 
time. He afterward became an active factor in real estate circles, buying and 
selling all kinds of city property in Danville. His last days were spent in re- 
tirement from business, his former labor having brought to him a competence 
sufficient to enable him to enjoy all of the comforts of life and a well earned 
rest. 

Mr. Knight was most pleasantly situated in his home life. In  1860 in Dan- 
ville he wedded Miss Mary Elizabeth Probst, a native of Danville, born Decem- 
ber 20, 1836. Her parents were James and Nancy (Barnes) Probst, the former 
born in Pennsylvania and the latter in Kentucky. Pioneer conditions confronted 
Mr. Probst when he arrived in Danville. The work of civilization had been 
scarcely begun here and Indians were still frequent visitors in the locality. 
Much of the land was unclaimed and uncultivated and only here and there 
had a cabin been built, giving indication that the work of improvement was be- 
ing slowly carried forward. In early manhood Mr. Probst learned the tailor's 
trade, which he followed for some time, but later discontinued business in 
order to give his undivided attention to his official duties. He was frequently 
called upon for public service. H e  filled the office of constable in Danville and 
subsequently was elected to the position of sheriff of Vermilion county, in 
which capacity he remained for a number of years. Popular suffrage also called 
him to the office of county treasurer and he retired from the position as he had 
entered it-with the confidence and good-will of all concerned. No project or 
measure for the benefit of the city sought his aid in vain. He cooperated heart- 
ily in every movement for the public good and gave generously of his time 
and means where the welfare of Danville was involved. Moreover, his labors 

^ were of practical character that made his efforts resultant. 
The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Knight was blessed with three children, a 

son and two daughters: Charles F., a resident of Chicago, where he is con- 
nected with the Lartz Wall Paper Company; Alice, who is the wife of B. H. 
Babbit, business manager for the Alfred Peats Wall Paper Company, of 
Chicago, and has four chiIdren, Alice, now Mrs. Edmond M. Gallup, of Chicago, 
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Knight B., Eleanor and Gladys; and Grace, who is living with her mother. 
Theirs is an attractive residence at No. 204 Franklin street, and the family has 
long been prominently known socially in Danville. 

The death of the husband and father occurred October 22, 1900. H e  passed 
from this life honored and respected by all who knew him, and his memory re- 
mains as a blessed benediction to those with whom he came in contact. He 
was a leading member of the Knights of Honor and the Masonic fraternity. 
In the latter organization he rose to high rank and was a charter member of 
the commandery of Danville. His political allegiance was given to the republi- 
can party but public office never had attraction for him. His attention mas al- 
ways given to his business and his determination and reliable methods enabled 
him to accomplish whatever he undertook. From time to time he made judi- 
cious investment in property and at his death he left considerable real estate, 
including several business blocks on North street, near the Aetna Hotel, the 
Byers block and also much valuable property on Walnut street, together with 
sixteen and a half acres near Lincoln Park. His business methods were never 
such as seek nor require disguise. He dealt honestly and honorably with all 
men, and his name came to be regarded as a synonym for integrity in business 
circles. H e  was never so busy but what his city could call upon him for 
cooperation in public affairs and any project which he believed beneficial to 
the community received his earnest endorsement. Those who knew him socially 
found him a genial, kindly gentleman, of generous impulses, ready at all times 
to speak a good word for a friend or to aid those in need. Mrs. Knight holds 
membership with the Presbyterian church and is well known socially in Dan- 
ville, where she has a circle of friends almost coextensive with the circle of 
her acquaintances. 

I. E. STARR. 

Carrying on general merchandising, I. E. Starr has recently contributed to 
the substantial improvement of Bismarck in the erection of a fine two-story 
brick building, twenty-five by eighty feet, which is an ornament to the viIIage 
and also a monument to the enterprising spirit of the owner. He was born in 
Newell township, this county, December g, 1877, and has therefore but passed 
the thirty-third milestone on life's journey. H e  is a son of Zack and Clentha 
(Cunningham) Starr. The father resides in Newell township, where for a 
long period he has engaged successfully in general farming. His wife died 
in 1888, leaving a husband and three children to mourn her loss. 

Upon the old homestead the son was reared and his youthful days were 
divided between the duties of the schoolroom, the pleasures of the playground 
and the work of the fields. Through the summer months he aided in the culti- 
vation of the crops and remained under the parental roof until he had attained 
his majority, after which he rented a part of the old homestead and thus car- 
ried on farming for three years. A college education, at the Union Christian 
College a t  Merom, Indiana, supplementing his public-school privileges, well 
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qualified him for life's practical and responsible duties. In 1904 he turned his 
attention to  merchandising at Bismarck, opening a store which he has 
since conducted. H e  carries a large and well selected line of goods and makes 
earnest effort to meet the wants of his customers, knowing that satisfied patrons 
are the best advertisement. His prices are reasonable and at all times his busi- 
ness tranactions are honorably conducted. That he has prospered in his un- 
dertakings is indicated in the fact that he has recently erected a fix two-story 
brick business block twenty-five by eighty feet. 

On the 6th of November, 1907, Mr. Starr was united in marriage to Miss 
Flora Leonard, who was born in Ross township, Vermilion county, and is a 
daughter of James and Clara (White) Leonard, who are also natives of this 
county, where they yet make their home. Their family includes five children. 
who yet survive. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Starr have been born two children: 
Dale L., born July 24, 1908; and Ruth M., May 21, 1910. 

Mr. Starr belongs to the Odd Fellows lodge and his prominence in the or- 
ganization is indicated by the fact that he has been called to fill all of the 
chairs. H e  exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and measures 
of the republican party but has no desire for political office. Both he and his 
wife are members of the Christian church and are well known socially, theirs 
being a hospitable home, whose good cheer is greatly enjoyed by their many 
friends. 

CHARLES W. RICE. 

Charles W. Rice, owning and operating a rich and productive tract of 
land of eighty. acres near Georgetown, is an agriculturist whose labors have 
been attended with a gratifying measure of success. His birth occurred in 
Edgar county, Illinois, on the 29th of December, 1851, his parents being William 
S. and Rebecca (Cunningham) Rice, both of whom were natives of Tennessee. 
When abut seven years of age William S. Rice accompanied his parents on 
their removal to Illinois, the family home being established on a farm in Ver- 
milion county. I t  was here that he met and married Miss Rebecca Cunning- 
ham and they resided in this part of the state throughout the remainder of 
their lives. 

In the acquirement of  an education Charles W. Rice attended the district 
schoul near Ridge Farm and after putting aside his text-books assisted his 
father in the operation of the home farm for a short time. He then started out 
as an agriculturist on his own account and now owns a fine farm of eighty 
acres near Georgetown, to the cultivation of which he devotes his time and 
energies with excellent results. The well tilled fields annually yield golden har- 
vests as a reward for the care and labor which he bestows upon them and his 
success entitles him to recognition among the substantial and representative 
citizens of the communi ty. 

On the 12th of February, 1882, Mr. Rice was joined in wedlock to Miss 
Mary E. Small, a native of Vermilion county, who was called to her final rest 
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on the 6th of June, 1909, leaving a family of seven children to mourn her loss- 
Mr. Rice now makes his home with his mother-in-law, who has attained the 
age of ninety-five years and to whom he proves a great assistance in her feeble 
condition. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Rice has supported 
the men and measures of the republican party and for several years he acted 
as a school director in Fairview district. Fraternally he is identified with the 
Modern Woodmen of America at  Georgetown. A man of high worth and 
sterling integrity, he is widely respected and honored in the community which 
has known him for more than a half century. 

WALTER J. BROWN, 31. D. 

Dr. Walter J. Brown, a successful member of the medical profession of Dan- 
ville, was born in Urbana, Illinois, April 16, 1871, and is of Scotch-Irish descent, 
although the family was founded in America at an early period in the the civiliza- 
tion of the new world. Among his ancestors was General Brown, of Pennsyl- 
vania. His father, Myron Stoddard Brown, was a native of Pottsdam, New 
York, born June 30, 1832, and was educated in the Pottsdam Academy, after 
which he engaged in teaching school but regarded this merely as an initial step 
to other professional labor, for in 1853 he took up the study of medicine and in 
1860 was graduated from the Rush Medical College of Chicago. Having thus 
carefully prepared for the onerous duties of the profession, he entered upon ac- 
tive practice and as the years passed established himself as one of the most 
capable, reliable and successful physicians of Illinois. 

In 1862, however, Dr. Myron S. Brown put aside all business and personal 
consideration to respond to his country's call, enlisting in the Union army, with 
which he served as assistant surgeon of the Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry. H e  
was for some time on active duty in connection with the hospital service at  Nash- 
ville and while there employed his leisure hours in further study and was gradu- 
ated from the University of Nashville in 1863. After the war he located for 
practice in Urbana, where he remained continuously until 1884, when he re- 
moved to Danvile. Ever deeply interested in the progress of the profession and 
in all projects that tended to promote the efficiency of its representatives, h e  
assisted in founding the Champaign Medical Society in 1868, becoming one of 
its life members. In addition to his private practice he acted as surgeon for 
the Big Four Railroad Company and also for the Chicago & Eastern Illinois 
Railroad Company. He  was also president of the surgical staff of the Danville 
Training School for Nurses and was the founder of the Lake View Hospital, 
in which connection he has filled the chair of surgery and afterward that of  
obstetrics. H e  was honored with election as the first president of the Vermilion 
County Medical Society, was also a member of the State and National Medical 
Associations. His fraternal relations were with the Masons. He attained the 
Knight Ternplar degree and filled all of the chairs in Danville Lodge. 
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In 1856 Dr. Myron Stoddard Brown was married to Miss Sarah Huff, of 
Decatur, Illinois, who was born in Indiana. They became the parents of six 
children; Harry L., a dentist now practicing in Renssdaer, Indiana; Lucy Belle, 
the wife of E. C. English, sf Indiana; Walter J., of this review; Blanche M., 
now the wife of Louis F. Hopkins ; Grace and Fred, both at home. Dr. Myron 
S. Brown remained a prominent physician and honored citizen of Urbana up 
to the time of his death, which occurred on the ad of July, 1904, while his wife 
passed away in January of the same year. The remains of both were interred 
in Mount Hope cemetery of Urbana where they had long made their home. 

Dr. Walter J. Brown has followed in his father's professional footsteps and 
has made a splendid record by reason of his ability and his marked devotion 
to his professional duties. He was educated in the University of Illinois in the 
acquirement of literary knowledge which serves as the foundation upon which 
to rear the superstructure of broad professional learning. He afterward studied , 
medicine in Rush Medical College, completing the course with the class of 1891. 
He  then located for practice in Danville and the following two years served as 
county physician. He was on the surgical staff of the Vermilion County Hos- 
pital, is now surgeon of the artillery battalion, of the Illinois National Guard 
and in addition has a large private practice, which indicates the confidence re- 
posed in his professional skill and ability. He holds to a high standard of pro- 
fessional ethics and therefore enjoys the highest regard of his brethren of the 
medical fraternity. Moreover, he keeps in touch with the general trend of pro- 
gress that is stimulated through the interchange of knowledge among the mem- 
bers of the county, state and national medical societies, with all of which he is 
identified. He is likewise a member of the Aesculapian Society of the Wabash 
valley and is associated with the Military Surgeons of the United States. He  is 
also a member of the Order of Eagles, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
other fraternities and social organizations, in which he is popular by reason of 
his genial and social qualities which, combined with his genuine personal worth 
won him the high regard of all with whom he comes in contact. 

FRAXK LINDLEY. 

Frank Lindley, whose law practice has covered litigation of every character, 
including that which is heard in the United States supreme court, has long been 
numbered among the distinguished representatives of the Danville bar. With 
a nature that could never be content with mediocrity, laudable ambition has 
prompted the best use of his talents and, his opportunities and he stands with 
those whose well developed powers and abilities have made their records a part 
of the judicial history of the state. 

Mr. Lindley was born in Fayette county, Indiana, March 10, 1858, not far 
form the Dublin postoffice in Wayne county. His parents were Osmond and 
Achsah W. Lindley, the former a son of James and Ruth L. Lindley, and the 
latter a daughter of John W. and Margaret Wilson. The grandparents were 
all residents of North Carolina, in which state they maintained plantations and 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY O F  VERMILION COUNTY 129 

owned slaves, but both James Lindley and John W. Wilson liberated their slaves 
before the Civil war and became strong advocates of freedom. They then 
left slave territory, removing to Indiana. They belonged to the orthodox Friends 
society and their lives were in harmony with its teachings. Botln Osmond Lind- 
ley and Achsah W. Wilson were graduates of Earlham College, and Indiana 
school conducted under the auspices of the Society of Friends. The father was one 
of a family of five children, of whom the only survivor is John L. The others were 
Hiram, Calvin and John. The family was of Scotch and Engish lineage. Fol- 
lowing his graduation from Earlham College, Osmond Lindley engaged in teach- 
ing for a number of years, but subsequently gave his attention to  farming, stock- 
raising and pork packing. His intelligently directed energies brought him suc- 
cess and he continued in business until his death, which occurred in 1877, when 
he was forty-five years of age. His widow still survives and is now a resident 
of Fairmount, Indiana. 

During his early boyhmd Frank Lindley accompanied his parents on their 
removal to Henry county, Indiana, where he attended the common schools, 
while later he entered Hopewell Academy, a Quaker school, wherein he com- 
pleted his literary course. He dates his residence in Illinois from 1872, in which 
year his parents located in Shelby county. H e  was for a time engaged in teach- 
ing and then resumed his studies as a student in the State Normal School of 
Illinois. After a brief period he began reading law in the office of Thornton, 
Wendling & Hamlin, of ShelbyvilIe, Illinois, and having successfully passed 
the required examination that secured admission to the bar in May, 1881, he 
came to Danville. Here he entered upon active practice with Frank W. Pen- 
well under the firm name of Penwell & Lindley. As year after year changes 
occurred in partnership relations and members of the bar moved away or were 
called to their final rest, the firm of Penwell & Lindley became the oldest in 
years of continued connection with the Danville bar. From the beginning Mr. 
Lindley has enjoyed an extensive practice that has been of an important charac- 
ter, and his name is associated with many notable forensic victories. In his 
wide general information as well as his understanding of legal principles is 
found one of the strong elements of his power and ability as a lawyer. His 
broad knowledge enables him to understand life and its various phases, the 
motive springs of human conduct and the complexity of business interests, 
and this knowledge, combined with a comprehensive familiarity with statutory 
law and with precedent makes him one of the ablest members of the profes- 
sion in Danville. His success in a professional way affords the best evidence 
of his capability. His is a natural discrimination as to legal ethics and one of 
the strong elements in his success is the fact that he never fails to recognize 
the main point at issue and never neglects to give a thorough preparation. His 
pleas have been characterized by a terse and decisive logic and a lucid presen- 
tation rather than by flights of oratory, and his power is the greater before 
court or  jury from the fact that it is recognized that his aim is ever to secure 
justice and not to enshroud the cause in a sentimental garb of illusion which 
will thwart the principles of right and equity involved. Aside from his law 
practice he is connected with business circles as one of the officers of the Equit- 
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able Building & Loan Association and of the Vermilion County Abstract Com- 

PanY. 
On the 29th of October, '1885, in Danville, Mr. Lindley was married to Miss 

Jennie Gregg, a daughter of Daniel and Luvinia Gregg, of this city. Her father 
operated a mill, and had a chain of elevators, being recognized as  one of the 
prominent grain men of the district. 

Mr. LindIey was a birthright Quaker but joined the Presbyterian church 
in Danville about 1882. H e  is a member of the Odd Fellows society and 
served as its recording secretary in 1883. He  has been identified with the 
Knights of Pythias fraternity since 1882 and is also a member of the Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks. His political allegiance has always been 
given to the republican party and for twelve years he was chairman of the 
republican congressional committee and for ten years served as its chairman. 
He has also been a member of the Danville republican central committee and 
has frequently been a delegate to the state convention. Aside from politics he 
has been identified with many local enterprises in his home town and is a co- 
operant factor in many measures that have been directly beneficial to the com- 
munity. He is spoken of throughout Danville in terms of high regard and is 
found in those circles where the intelligent men of the city are gathered for 
the discussion of questions of vital interest. Those things which are most 
worthy and commendable in life make strong appeal to him and the principles 
of upright and honorable manhood which find expression in his life as well 
as his professional skill have gained for him the high position which he holds 
in the regard of his fellowmen. 

BENJAMIN F. STITES. 

Twenty-one years have been added to the cycle of the centuries since 
Benjamin F. Stites passed away, and yet there are many who remember with 
pleasure his social natyre and his consideration for others as well as the enter- 
prise and industry which made him one of the valued and respected business 
men of Hoopeston, where for a long period he conducted a furniture and un- 
dertaking establishment. Ohio claimed him among her native sons, his birth 
having occurred on the 20th of July, 1833, in Cincinnati, his ancestors being 
among the founders of that city where a large monument has been erected to 
their memory. His parents were Benjamin and Susan (Steward) Stites, who 
left Ohio in the spring of 1837 to become residents of Vermilion county, Illi- 
nois, establishing their home at Rickard Corners, in Blount township, but who 
a year later removed to a farm two miles south of Meyersville, which was their 
home until 1857. Later they became residents of Paxton, Ford county. 

I n  the meantime Benjamin F. Stites had located in the vicinity of the site 
of Paxton, settling there in the winter of 1853-4. H e  followed farming for 
a year and in 1855 established a store on the prairie, selling goods there for  
eighteen years. The opportunities of the southwest attracted him, however, 
and in the fall of 18.56 he disposed of his stock of goods and went to Benton 
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county, Arkansas, where he purchased six hundred acres of land and gave his 
attention to farming, carpentering and milling. He  had become well estab- 
lished in business when forced to flee from that section by reason of the un- 
settled conditions that followed the presidential election of 1860. The "fire- 
eaters" of the south manifested a most open hostility and only by strategy 
did Mr. Stites manage to return unharmed to the north. H e  was forced to 
abandon his property, however, and suffered the loss of all that he had in- 
vested there. 

Returning north, Mr. Stites purchased a housekeeping equipment in Chicago 
and found that he had only fifty dollars remaining. With this he bought furni- 
ture and returned to  Paxton, where he opened a little store. At that time there 
was no furniture establishment nearer than Kankakee, and he soon disposed 
of his original stock, the proceeds therefrom being invested in more furniture. 
He continuously increased his stock to meet the growing demands of the trade 
until he was at the head of a profitable business. H e  had previously learned 
fhe cabinet-maker's trade and his skill in that direction was employed in the 
manufacture of coffins for the neighborhood, and he also took the first ready- 
made casket into Ford county. H e  continued in business a t  Paxton until the 
autumn of 1871, when he removed to Hoopeston, where he carried on carpen- 
tering for two years, and then again engaged in the furniture and undertaking 
business, managing his store ably and successfully until his death. 

The happy home life of Mr. Stites had its inception in his marriage on 
the 15th of June, 1859, to Miss Martha Dunn, a native of Clifton Springs, 
New York. Her father, George Dunn, was born in Ireland but in his boyhood 
came to America and on this side of the Atlantic wedded Miss Angeline Foster, 
a native of Rochester, New York. H e  followed the cooper's trade at Clifton 
Springs and at Scottsville, New York, and in the winter of 1856-7 sought a 
location in the middle west. He lived at Rock Island, Illinois, for a time, and 
during that period joined the Fifty-first Illinois Infantry for active service in 
the Civil war. He  was taken prisoner at the battle of Corinth and was ill a t  
the time. He  was then sent to Jefferson Barracks at St. Louis, where he died 
in September, 1862. His wife died in Chicago in 1893 while visiting a daughter 
there and attending the \Vorld7s Columbian Exposition. Mrs. Stites had four 
brothers who were soldiers in the Union army and one of these was killed 
in battle while serving with Company F, Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry. The- 
family numbered twelve children, of whom ten are yet living. Mrs. Stites spent 
her girlhood days in the Empire state and was eleven years of age when her 
parents removed from Clifton Springs to Scottsville, New York. She was 
liberally educated, supplementing her early school training by study in the 
LeR0.y Seminary and the Collegiate Institute, a Baptist school of Rochester, 
New York. For several terms she engaged successfully in teaching in Monroe 
county, New k-ork, after which she spent the winter of 1857-8 with relatives 
in St. Louis, Missouri. I n  March of the latter year she went to Arkansas and 
there became acquainted with Mr. Stites, who sought her hand in marriage. 
Unto them were born fourteen children, of whom ten are yet living: Frances, 
the wife of John Simpson, of Iowa; Charles, who married Mrs. Hicks and is 
engaged in blacksmithing in Hoopeston; Benjamin, who wedded May Misson 
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and resides in Omaha, Nebraska; William, an electrical engineer living in New 
Orleans; Carrie Louise, the wife of- William McKeever of Francisville, In- 
diana; Samuel, a railroad agent at Beecher, Illinois; Susan, the wife of John 
Wagner, of Chicago; Kate, who is librarian of the Hoopeston library; Mattie, 
the wife of Frank Wallace, a machinist of Hoopeston; and Clara, a teacher 
of the Hoopeston schools. 

Mr. Stites was drafted for service in the Civil war but was later rejected 
on accomt of physical disability. He was always public-spirited in citizenship 
and supported various projects to promote the welfare of Hoopeston and Ver- 
milion counties. He belonged to the Universalist church and to the Odd Fellows 
Society and was loyal to the teachings and principles of both organizations. 
His political allegiance was given to the democracy. His long residence in 
this part of the state, dating from 1837 until the time of his death, made him 
very widely known, and his sterling qualities gained him the good-will and con- 
fidence of all with whom he was associated in business or social relations. He 
left to his family the priceless heritage of an untarnished name and an example 
that it well worthy of emulation when, on the 22d of October, 1889, he was 
called from this life. 

Following the death of her husband Mrs. Stites assumed the management 
of the business, which she conducted for  thirteen years. Success attended her 
labors, for she proved herself possessed of excellent business qualifications, 
while sound judgment directed all of her efforts. She took a course in em- 
balming and conducted an undertaking bushess in addition to the furniture 
trade, and both departments of her establishment were liberally patronized. 
In  the early days of her residence here she was engaged in teaching in a select 
school in Hoopeston before the public school was organized. She is now the 
owner of considerable property in Hoopeston, which returns to her a very 
gratifying rental. She belongs to the Ladies' Auxiliary Association of both 
the Masons and the Odd Fellows lodge, and is also a member of the Woman's 
Relief Corps. She has also been prominent in the social life of Hoopeston and 
has a circle of friends almost coextensive with the circle of her acquaintances. 

JOHN E. GLICK. 

If there is any person who doubts the possibility of attaining reasonable 
success in any worthy undertaking, even though he start without a dollar, he 
should take hope and courage by a perusal of the career of John E. Glick, of 
Ridge Fann, Vermilion county, now the happy proprietor of one of the best 
printing plants in this part of the state. Mr. Glick comes of good Teutonic 
ancestry and has inherited those worthy traits of energy and grit that go so far 
in any effort really worth while. H e  is a young man but has already achieved 
one ef the leading ambitions of his life-and that is saying a great deal of a 
man who has not yet reached the thirty-third milestone in life's journey. 

He was born in Edgar county, Illinois, May 18, 1878, and is a son of Z. T. 
and Mary Glick. The father was a farmer and the subject of this review 
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grew up upon the farm and attended the district school, later becoming a 
student in the Chrisman high school and the Northern Indiana University a t  
Valparaiso, Indiana. As a student he was earnest and conscientious in his 
duties, showing even in his earlier years those traits that have been distinguish- 
ing characteristics of his life. 

Immediately upon leaving school Mr. Glick began learning the printer's trade 
at Chrisman, continuing in the same office for nine years. Having by appli- 
cation and economy acquired a capital of six hundred dollars, on July 6, 1903, 
he purchased the Ridge Farm Republican. At the time of his purchase the 
office of the Republican was supplied with a Washington hand press, an old 
Cincinnati nonpareil jobber and with type "worn off to the first nick." Hav- 
ing thoroughly mastered the art of job printing, the new proprietor was not 
content with the old-fashioned "facesJ' which had done service for two or three 
decades, so he began a systematic course of holding down expenses in order 
that he might acquire a surplus sufficient to equip the plant with up-tedate 
machinery. This meant a denial of many pleasures, but it was only by deny- 
ing himself that he could hope to attain his goal. Business came apparently 
by leaps and bounds, so to speak. His bank account increased surprisingly and 
in a few months he was able to purchase an old frame building, paying three 
hundred dollars down and carrying a mortgage encumbrance of five hundred 
dollars, upon which he paid seven per cent interest until the obligation was 
discharged. Having made this second step in his progress toward independence, 
Mr. Glick began looking about for a new press and he soon learned that the 
Illinois Printing Company of Danville possessed such a press as he desired, 
and this he purchased and in due time it was installed in the Republican office. 
Later he purchased an improved jobber and with the addition of new fonts 
of type he entered the field as a bidder for the higher class of printing. It is 
hardly necessary to say that his desire was gratified and that the best class of 
printing is still seeking expression at this office. Business increased at  such 
a rate that it was necessary to find larger accommodations and Mr. Glick pur- 
chased a brick building in the heart of the business district on State street and 
into this building he moved September I, 1go8. On the morning of February 
5, 199 ,  the building was reduced to ashes and the mailing list of the news- 
paper, books, records, etc., which were in the fire-proof safe constituted all 
the property that escaped destruction. After insurance adjustments Mr. Glick 
erected a fine brick building of modern design, purchased new equipment direct 
from the foundry and is now at the head of a strictly up-to-date printing 
plant, which is proving one of the best investments in this part of the country. 
He is also owner of the residence in which he lives and is recognized as one 
of the responsible and progressive citizens of the community. 

In April, 1907, Mr. Glick was united in marriage to Miss Nettie L. Hall, 
the foster daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James R. Kartley, of Chrisman. The 
parents of Mrs. GIick were called from earthly ties when she was only a few 
years old and she was reared to womanhood under the kindly care of hlr. and 
Mrs. Hartley, who were then living in West Virginia but later located in Illi- 
nois. A daughter, Mary Jane, has blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs. Glick. 
Mrs. Glick has proven to her husband a most helpful and inspiring companion. 
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Mr. Glick is socially identified with a number of secret organizations, in 
whose teachings he has found many principles that have met his hearty ap- 
proval. H e  is a member of the Knights of Pythias lodge of Chrisman and of 
the Masonic and Woodmen lodges of Ridge Farm. He also holds member- 
ship in the Methodist Episcopal church. In politics he is affiliated with the 
republican party but has never listened to the alluring voice that calls niany 
a young man from a growing business career to the uncertainties of official 
life. While he is a supporter of the candidates of his party and a firm believer 
that the interests of the state and nation are best subserved by the party which 
he represents and ce ably sets forth these ideas in the newspaper of which he 
is the proprietor, he has devoted his attention up to the present time very largely 
to his business, and in his work and his family he has found a happiness which 
is known only to the one who faithfully tries to do his whole duty. 

WILBERT G. GREEN. 

Wilbert G. Green is a leading farmer of Oakwood, Vermilion county, the 
owner of three hundred acres including the family homestead, and a man who 
attained to his present position by well directed industry. He is a native of 
Ohio, born near Columbus, January 27, 1868, and is a son of David and Augusta 
(Haynes) Green, also natives of Ohio. The father came to Illinois in 1870 
and settled on a farm near Gibson City, where he became the owner of two 
hundred acres of land, which he brought to a high state of cultivation. This 
farm he sold in 1894 and, coming; to Oakwood, purchased a farm of two hun- 
dred acres near this place. He departed this life after a useful and success- 
ful career in 1897, and the mother is now living retired in Danville. Eight chil- 
dren were born to Mr. and Mrs. Green: Herbert, now of Gibson City and 
the owner of a farm of five hundred acres; John, who is in the service of the 
United States government in Cuba; Melvina, the widow of Jacob Carr, of 
Carthage, Missouri ; Victoria, the wife of C. F. Baxter, of Winfield, Kansas: 
Lincoln H., who departed this life January 14, 1906 ; Emma, the wife of J. 
T. Carpenter, of Vermilion county; Wilbert G., the subject of this sketch; and 
Emmett H., foreman in Kegan & Moore's addition to Ganville. 

Wilbert G. Green received his education in the district schools and remained 
a t  home until twenty-one years of age, assisting his father in the various duties 
of the farm. Starting out for himself, he rented land for three years. He  then 
bought one hundred and twenty-five acres of Hon. Joseph G. Cannon, now 
member of congress and at that time a prominent landowner of the county, and 
has since operated this land, from time to time increasing his holdings until 
he now has a valuable farm of three hundred acres, fully provided with up-to- 
date improvements. The residence is located on the old homestead and Mr. 
Green has acquired by purchase the interests of the other heirs in this prop- 
erty. In 18gg he removed to Oakwood, where he has since lived. 

On December 24, 18gr, Mr. Green was united in marriage to Miss Lucy 
Cranston, a daughter of Julius and Artemissa (Atwood) Cranston. Mr. Cran- 
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ston came from Ohio and Mrs. Cranston from Vermont and they were mar- 
ried in this state in 1858. They settled on a farm in Champaign county, where 
they lived until 1903, when they retired to Gibson City. The father was called 
to his final rest in 1905, but the mother is still living at her home in Gibson 
City. Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Cranston: Leslie, who is 
a lawyer and state's attorney of Ford county, Illinois; Clara, the widow of 
Stephen Waggoner, she and her husband having both taught for ten years in 
Indian schools which are conducted by the United States government; Mary, 
the widow of Lincoln Green, of Vermilion county; Lucy, tha wife of our 
subject; Stephen, of Vermilion county; Grace, now Mrs. Robert Padee, of Ford 
county; and Artie, the wife of Eert Minks, of Champaign county, living on 
the old homestead. Mr. and Mrs. Wilbert G. Green are the parents of four 
daughters: Eulalie, who is a graduate of the Oakwood schools and the Dan- 
ville high school and is an accomplished musician, living at home; Gladys, also 
a graduate of the high school of Oakwood and a musician, living at home; and 
\\'inifred and Clara, both at home. Mrs. Green is a lady of fine education and 
rare accomplishments and before her marriage graduated from the business col- 
lege of Champaign, Illinois. She is a musician and for some years was engaged 
in feaching school, as was also Mr. Green. 

The family is affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal church at Oakwood 
and politically Mr. Green is an earnest advocate of prohibition. Although he 
has never been a seeker for public office, he has served as mayor and trustee 
of Oakwood and as member of the school board. H e  is widely and favorably 
known in the county as an enterprising and progressive citizen, assisting to the 
extent of his ability any measure that may forward the interests of the com- 
munity, and he has many friends bound by ties of long association who recog- 
nize his lasting qualities of mind and heart. 

CHARLES CUNNINGHAM. 

In a review of the successful farmers of Newell township, Vermilion county, 
the name of Charles Cunningham is presented as one who is eminently worthy 
of record. H e  was born on the adjoining farm to the one which he now owns, 
February 23, 1865, and is the son of Frank and Mary (Lockhart), Cunningham, 
both of whom were born and reared in the neighborhood. The grandfather 
upon the paternal side was one of the early pioneers and settled in Illinois in 
1830, two years previous to  the Black Hawk war, a t  a time when there was 
quite a movement into Illinois from Kentucky and other southern states. Hence 
it will be seen that the subject of this review represents the second generation 
of his family in Iiiinois. The father began his operations as a farmer upon a 
tract of twenty acres which he increased from year t o  year as opportunity pre- 
sented, and a t  the time of his retirement from active l a b r ,  which took place 
in 1899, he was the owner of a farm of two hundred and fourteen acres, fully 
improved and provided with all the comforts and conveniences for which well 
established farms of this state are noted. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cunningham 
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are now living at  their ease in Danville, enjoying the rest that was earned by 
many years of labor. Mr. Cunningham is seventy-three years of age and his 
wife one year his junior and their home is the scene of happy reunions of 
relatives and friends who gather from far and wide. Nine children were born 
to them, of whom six are .now living: Oscar; Charles, the subject of this re- 
view ; Mattie, now Mrs. C. F. Conover, of Indiana; Ella, the wife of H. Scott 
Andrews, of Newel1 township; Morton, also of Newel1 township; and Rolla 
of Rochester, Indiana. 

Charles Cunningham was educated in the public schools and remained upon 
the home farm assisting his parents until he was twenty-two years of age. He 
then became associated with one of his brothers in the purchase of one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, which they cultivated for four years, at the end of 
which time he sold his interest to his brother. The basis of the farm which 
he now owns was sixty-seven acres of land which he bought in 1892 and in- 
creased until his present farm includes two hundred acres of land which he 
has brought to a high degree of cultivation. He  has also taken special interest 
in fine horses and has developed a well known herd of English Shire horses 
and a herd of shorthorn cattle, of which he is justly proud, and by exhibit- 
ing whicfi an more than one occasion he has carried off the coveted ribbon a t  
the annual fair. 

Mr. Cunningham has never been married but has taken the greatest in- 
terest in movements pertaining to the welfare of the community. He is a mem- 
ber of the Christian church and is a liberal contributor to aH causes that aim 
to ameliorate the ills of mankind and advance the permanent interests of all, 
regardless of age or condition. As a farmer and stock-raiser he stands very 
high with those who know him. His success has been largely due to  the in- 
terest he takes in his calling and to a rightly directed ambition which seldom 
fails in accomplishing the desired ends. 

PETER VOORHEES. 

In pioneer times the Voorhees family was established in Vermilion county 
and through the many years which elapsed from that period up to  the time of 
his death Peter Voorhees was an active and honored citizen of this locality. 
His business interests became extensive and yet he did not allow the accumula- 
tion of wealth to mar his kindly nature. 

H e  was known as one of the wealthy farmers of the county-at one time the 
largest land owner in Newel1 townshipbut he was not interested in the ac- 
cumulation of wealth beyond what would bring the comforts of life. He was 
never known to take advantage of the necessities of his fellowmen in any busi- 
ness transaction. He was always ready to make a bargain as much for "the other 
fellow" as for himself. Social and genial, he loved mankind. He  had a quick 
and responsive sympathy for those in distress or trouble, and was often in his 
helpfulness more generous than wise. Possessed of an ever ready sense of 
humor and love of pleasure, he was an attractive man to  his friends, whom he 
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found in all classes. He saw people as they were aside from their belongings 
and place. The prince and the beggar were the same to him; the trappings of 
this world did not matter much to him, he had a philosophical indifference to 
the benefits that can come from worldly advancement, and deliberately chose 
the line of life he lived, and never tired of its rural compensations. Reared 
in the same household and the same environment as  the brother who served for 
forty years in the house and senate of the United States, he preferred his own 
choice and regarded with affectionate commiseration that brother's arduous 
responsibilities and small reward. 

Few lives in so large a degree exemplified the Golden Rule as did that of 
Peter Voorhees. He never let pass an opportunity to aid a friend in need, re- 
gardless of his own interest in so doing. His religion was the religion of love 
and mercy, believing that the Creator would eventually care for and save all his 
creatures. Me was charitable in his judgment of others. "Judge not, lest ye 
be judged," was his favorite admonition. He was for many years the people's 
chosen "overseer of the poor" (an office now abolished), a place he filled with 
pleasure to himself and at tiixes perhaps undeserved benefit to the indigent. 

Peter Voorhees was barn in Butler county, Ohio, June 28, 1825. Since the 
beginning of the world the laws of heredity have been held in respect by man- 
kind. Christ said to the you% man who came seeking him, "Young man, whose 
son art thou?" and the same question is still being asked of any one in whom 
we are interested to-day. The Voorhees family were among the early Dutch 
settlers of New York. Peter Voorhees came of a long line of creditable ances- 
tors. The name may be found in places of trust and responsibility since the 
days when New York was called New Amsterdam. 

The first representatives in America were Stevense and Peter Van Voorhees, 
emigrants from HolIand, who crossed the Atlantic in the year 1660. The "coat- 
of-armsJ' or armorial bearings of the old Holland family, indicate (according 
to the St. James Heraldry office of London) considerable antiquity. The motto 
is "Virtus Castellurn Meum." They brought with them land grants, patents or 
charters whereby they obtained real estate at Flatlands, Long Island, and in 
New Jersey. Although the spelling of the sirname has been changed by some 
of their descendants the original form is also retained by some who trace their 
lineage back to the same common ancestors. As the years passed and the tide 
of emigration began flowing from the Atlantic coast inland members of the Voor- 
hees family came to the west. 

The grandfather of Peter Voorhees settled in Harrodsburg, Kentucky, when 
that place was but an Indian fort, Stephen Voorhees, the father of Peter, re- 
moved to Ohio and it was in tile latter state that Peter Voorhees was born. H e  
was but two years of age when his parents again removed westward, this time 
locating in Fountain county, Indiana, where he was reared amid the wild scenes 
of pioneer life. In 1848 he was married to Mary J. Button. who was born in 
Oldham county, Kentucky, November 25, 1828. She was also of Holland an- 
cestry. Her parents emigrated from Kentucky to Indiana, parting with their 
slaves because of their disbelief in slavery. The same year of their marriage 
they came to Vermilion county, Illinois, and settled at the Voorhees home- 
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stead, which was purchased from a heritage from the grandfather, Peter 
Voorhees, of Kentucky. Mrs. Voorhees was a s  bright and beautiful as Ken- 
tucky's women are famed for being, and she was a woman of unusual char- 
acter. Philosophic, patient and enduring, as one of the local papers said at 
the time of her death: "She was one of the most lovable of women, being 
possessed of those womanly characteristics that attract and cement friend- 
ships in bonds that time cannot break or even lessen. That she was generous 
many can bear witness and that she was one of the most hospitable of the ma- 
trons of this city is known to every person who has been so fortunate as to pass 
the threshold of her door. She was of a most pleasing disposition and had 
that open-heartedness so characteristic of the early settlers of this county, of 
whom she was one. She was one of the most devoted of mothers and to her 
children she was the one whom there was none who could give better advice. 
Her words were the words of wisdom and many times they had proven to 
them that she knoweth best who doeth best. 

"Coming to Illinois at an early day, her genial nature and well known hos- 
pitality scmn made her acquainted with the early settlers of the county and the 
home of herself and husband was the mecca for all the pioneers of that day. 
They were sure of a hearty welcome whenever they visited their home and her 
cheerfulness and sunny disposition always gladdened and enriched those with 
whom she came in contact. I t  ever left its impress with them after they had 
gone away and caused her name to be mentioned time and again in the homes 
of the pioneers. She was generous to a fault and never missed an opportunity 
s f  extending help to those who in an early day had many trials and misfortunes. 
It was a pleasure to her to help lift the burdens of others and to make joy and 
gladness rest where sorrow had taken hold. She could feel for  others and was 
not content unless by some manner she could show it in a substantial degree. 
She did it without show and in a way that it was appreciated by the recipients. 
She did not leave the impression that in her doing there was an indebtedness 
to be paid, but that it was a ministering such as would have been received 
from them had the conditions been reversed and she the receiver instead of the 
giver. She was a woman of splendid attainments in all the walks of life and in 
her social nature she was the embodiment of the best, treating all, whether high 
o r  low, rich o r  poor, with the same kindness and consideration that so surely 
marks the character of a good Christian woman and a consistent servant of 
the Master." 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Voorhees were born five children. These are: Mrs. A. 
G. P. Dodge, of Danville; Arthur E., of Booneville, Indiana; Daniel, of Peoria; 
Philip R., of Danville. One daughter, Mrs. Benjamin Crawford, died but a 
year prior to  her mother's demise. Peter Voorhees passed away in I ~ I  and 
Mrs. Vmrhees died April 7, 1902. While memory lasts to  those who knew 
them this worthy couple will be remembered in Vermilion county and among 
their many friends. Their lives exemplified their Christian faith and they were 
wortfiy and consistent followers of the teachings of the Master. Peter Voorhees 
is most remembered because of his many kind deeds and his helpful spirit. An 
old German saying has come down to us : "A man makes three kinds of friends 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 141 

in this world-gains he accumulates; the hearts whom he loves; and his good 
works. The wealth is the first to leave him when death lays its hands upon the 
form; the loved ones go to the tomb, but his good works follow him through 
a I I  the years, praising his name and making haIIowed his memory." So let it be 
with Peter Voorhees. 

JOHK i i .  NEWLON. 

T o  practically devote an entire lifetime to public service and yet retain the 
high regard of the great majority of those with whom one comes in contact, 
indicates most clearly prompt, capable and efficient service and unfaltering 
loyalty to duty. Mr. Newlon is numbered among those whose life record has 
ever contained many commendable elements, chief among which is his fidelity 
to the trust reposed in him during his long connection with public office. Ver- 
milion county numbers him among her native sons, his birth having occurred 
upon the home farm in Oak\vood township, June 13, 1840. 

His father, Thomas B. Newlon, was a native of Harrison county, Virginia, 
and after arriving at years of maturity wedded Mrs. Angeline Griffith Makem- 
son, who was born in it-ayne county, Indiana, and was a daughter of Stephen 
Griffith, who in 1826 became one of the honored pioneer residents of Vermilion 
county. At that time Mrs. Newlon was nine years of age. She passed the 
ninetieth milestone on life's journey, spending her last days in Kansas. The 
Newlon family was founded in lTermilion county in 1837, when John Newlon, 
the grandfather of our subject, removed from Champaign county, Ohio, to 
this state. He  settled in Catlin township, and his son, Thomas B., assisted in 
the development of the home farm. After his marriage to Mrs. Makemson 
he took up his abode in Oakwood township and there carried on general agri- 
cultural pursuits for a number of years. In 1866 he removed with his family 
to  Kansas but in 1872 returned to Vermilion county, where he resided untiI 
called to his final rest in February, 1877. 

John W. Newlon. the eldest of the family of seven children, early became 
familiar with the usual experiences that fall to the lot of the farm boy, and 
devoted the summer months to the labors of the field and the winter seasons 
to  the acquirement of an education in the district schools. With an apitude 
for learning, he devoted his evening hours to study and has ever read broadly 
and thought deeply. His progress along intellectual lines early qualified him 
for teaching and for several years he followed that profession. He afterward 
devoted many years to farming and his attention was largely engaged in buy- 
ing and shipping stock, his business interests of that character reaching ex- 
tensive proportions. 

Mr. Newlon had scarcely passed his majority when he responded to the 
country's call for troops to aid in suppressing the rebellion of the south. In 
July, 1861, he joined the army as a member of Company I, Thirty-fifth Illi- 
nois Infantry, with which he was connected until 1864. He saw considerable 
hard service, taking part in the battles of Pea Ridge, Stone River, Corinth, 
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Chickarnauga and Missionary Ridge. H e  also went with Sherman on the 
Altanta campaign. At Kenesaw Mountain he was slightly wounded and was 
twice captured but on both occasions succeeded in making his escape. After 
three years of faithful service he was mustered out at Springfield with the 
rank of sergeant and returned to his home with a most creditable military record. 

Mr. Newlon at once took up general farming, which he followed in sum- 
mer months, while the winter seasons were devoted to teaching. On the 19th 
of September, 1865, he made arrangements for having a home of his own by 
his marriage to Miss Ivea E. Taylor, a daughter of Thomas A. and Ivea (Allen) 
Taylor, who on coming to this county in 1853 settled in Catlin township, where 
Mr. Taylor died on the 19th of September, 1876. His wife survived him for 
several years, departing this life in 1893 in her seventy-eighth year. Mrs. New- 
Ion, as a girl reached the senior year in the high school of Springfield, Illinois. - 

She was born in Tippecanoe county, Indiana, on the 2d of February, 1845, and 
following her marriage accompanied her husband to Winterset, Iowa, but a 
year later returned to Vermilion county. Unto them have been born four 
daughters and a son: Temperance Jane; Nora, the wife of H. B. Catlett; Mil- 
dred; Lena; and Lowell T., who is assistant teller of the First National Bank 
of Danville and married Miss Vera Seed. 

Not only has Mr. Newlon been actively connected with farming for many 
years but is also widely known because of his identification with public interests. 
His fellow townsmen have manifested their trust in him by cdling him to vari- 
ous public positions. He filled the office of supervisor of Catlin township for 
three terms and was also collector and assessor there. I n  1888 he came to Dan- 
ville and was appointed deputy sheriff under J. C. Gundy, filling that office 
for two years. I n  1890 he was elected sheriff and during his four years' in- 
cumbency in that position there occurred the great strike of the American 
Railway Union and at  the same time five thousand miners in Vermilion county 
went out on a strike. The position that confronted Mr. Newlon was a most 
difficult one but he was equal to the emergency and carefully, quietly and effi- 
ciently directed the seven companies of militia who were called into service. 
It is such crises that test the real merit of a man. At no time did his judg- 
ment seem hasty, his course unwarranted. He sought the good of all and that 
his efforts were put forth along the lines of justice is indicated by the fact that 
when be became a candidate for county treasurer on the expiration of his term 
as sheriff he was elected without opposition. He served for four years as 
treasurer and in 1898 became chief deputy sheriff, spending three and a half 
years in that position under James Sloan. In 1901 he was again in the sheriff's 
office and in 1902 was appointed commissary of subsistence a t  the Soldiers' 
Home and has since held that position, 

In  his political views Mr. Newlon has ever been an earnest republican and 
a recognized worker in the ranks of the party. He served as delegate to the 
county and state conventions and was assistant sergeant-at-arms at the St. 
Louis convention when William McKinley was nominated for the presidency. 
For several te&s he has served as a central committeeman and has done not 
a little toward shaping the policy of the party and promoting its success in Ver- 
milion county. After passing through the degrees of the blue lodge in Masonry, 
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he became a member of Vermilion Chapter, No. 89, R. A. M., and took the 
degrees of Chivalric Masonry in Athelstan Commandery, No. 45, K. T. Both 
he and his wife are devoted and faithful members of the Presbyterian church, 
their labors in its behalf proving effective features in its support. As a soldier 
on the field of battle, as an incumbent in public office and in relations of private 
life, John Newlon has ever commanded the confidence and regard of his fel- 
lowmen and is most highly esteemed where best known. His public career has 
been varied in service and faultless in honor. 

BRADFORD W. NEEL. 

There is no doubt that in many instances the talents of the father are in- 
herited by the son. In  the case of Bradford \V. Neel, whose name stands at  
the head of this review, this statement is clearly exemplified. His father was 
a blacksmith and the earliest recollection of the son is the music of the ham- 
mer and anvil, the hammer being wielded by the sturdy arm of the head of the 
family. After testing his abilities in various lines, our subject finally settled 
down to the business of his father and today he is at the head of one of the 
most completely appointed blacksmith establishments in eastern Illinois. 

He was born in Greene county, Pennsylvania, July IS, 1860, and is the 
son of William and Mary (Malcomb) Neel, the former a native of Pennsyl- 
vania and the latter of Ohio. The father came to Illinois at the close of the 
Civil war, in 1865, and settled at Conkey Town, Vermilion county, where he 
engaged in blacksmithing and wagon-making for five years. He then moved 
to a farm in this county which he operated for five years, afterward locating 
near Muncie, where he continued farming for another period of five years. Re- 
turning to the region of Oakwood, he once more engaged as a farmer, but after 
the death of his wife, in 1890, he returned to his original vocation as a black- 
smith, his life coming to its close in 1897. H e  was the father of nine children, 
six of whom are living: Bradford W., our subject; Silas H., of Vermilion 
county; Daniel G., of Catlin; Jennie, of South Dakota; Warren, of Vermilion 
county; and Mary, a resident of South Dakota. 

Bradford W. Neel remained with his parents and took advantage of such 
opportunities for education as were presented in the district schools until he 
was sixteen years of age. In the meantime he had gained some knowledge of the 
bIacksmithYs trade and he began his business career by working at  that occupation. 
After a few years he became associated with Charles Baum of Newtown, Ver- 
miIion county, in handling horses, but in 1881 he sold out his interest and 
rented land, which he farmed for two years. The Kansas fever about this 
time took possession of many young men in the agricultural states north of 
the Ohio river and the subject of this sketch yielded to its seductions, but after 
a short experience on the wind-swept plains, of the Sunflower state he retraced 
his steps to familiar scenes in minois and for ten years he engaged in mining 
coal. At the end of this time he established a blacksmith shop at Oakwood 
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and here he has remained, being at the head of a shop of which he is justly 
proud and which produces satisfactory returns for the labor expended. 

On October 12, 1881, Mr. Neel was united in marriage to Miss Laura A. 
Lemasters, a native of Greene county, Indiana. Three years from the time of 
her marriage she was called to her final rest departing this life June 10, 1884. 
A child which was the result of the union died in infancy. On January I I, 1886, 
Mr. Neel was again married, selecting as the lady of his choice Mrs. Elizabeth 
Shock, of Vermilion county, a daughter of Moses and EIizabeth Stevenson of 
Ohio. Mrs. Nee1 was the mother of one child by her first marriage, a daughter, 
who is now Mrs. Charles Andrews, of Elkhart, Indiana. 

Mr. Neel has been since reaching his majority an advocate of the republican 
party and while he has not sought political preferment, he was chosen by his 
fellow citizens as president of the village board, serving with general accept- 
ance for four years. He is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, Lodge No. 564, of Oakwood, and he and his wife are actively connected 
with the Methodist Episcopal church of Oakwood. As seen by this brief re- 
view, Mr. Neel is an intelligent, hard-working man and is known as one of 
the substantial citizens of his community. 

GEORGE DUDENHOFER. 

George Dudenhofer, a well known business man of Danville, claims Illi- 
nois as his native state, his birth having occurred in Alton, Madison county, 
April 3, 1860. His parents, George and Elizabeth (Burkley) Dudenhofer, were 
both natives of Germany and were people of the highest respectability. The 
father was born in 1834 and on his emigration to the new world, in 1853, settled 
in La Fayette, Indiana, where he was married. He was residing in that city 
when the Civil war broke out and he enlisted in the Union army, serving un- 
til the close of hostilities. He participated in a number of notable engagements 
and aided in keeping Morgan from making his raid into the north. During the 
holiday season of 1865 he removed from La Fayette to Danville, becoming the 
first cigar manufacturer in this city. He started in business in the old Peter 
Beyer building on West Main street, where he continued fur a number of years 
and then removed to the Amos S. Williams building on the same street, re- 
maining there for a period of fourteen years. At the end, of that time he lo- 
cated at  No. 123 East Main street, where he carried on operations up to the 
time of his death, which occurred in October, 1896. He  was an honored mem- 
ber of Kenesaw Post, No. 77, G. A. R., of Danville and was held in high re- 
gard by all who knew him. His wife survived him for only a short time, pass- 
ing away in August, 1897. 

On attaining a sufficient age George Dudenhofer entered the public schools 
of DanvilIe, where he continued his studies until reaching the eighth grade. 
H e  then left school and entered his father's shop, where he learned the cigar- 
maker's trade, later becoming financially interested in the business, which they 
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conducted in partnership until the father's death. Our subject was then alone 
in business until 1901, when he sold out and purchased the James Gilmore 
Bottling Works at  No. 5, Jackson street, where he was engaged in manufactur- 
ing and bottling soft drinks for some time. He  then removed to  No. 38 Wash- 
ington street, and from there to Nos. I 10-1 12 East South street, being obliged 
at each removal to seek larger quarters on account of his increasing business. 
I t  was in 1907 that he began business at his present location and his plant is  
now fitted up with the latest and most improved machinery known to the trade. 
He has built up an excellent business, employing on an average of seven men, 
and ships his products throughout the surrounding country over a radius of 
from forty to fifty miles. 

On the 29th of June, 1881, in Danville, Mr. Dudenhofer was united - in 
marriage to Miss Minnie A. Kearney, a daughter of Patrick Kearney, who was 
born in Toronto, Canada. They now have three children, as follows: Charles 
T., who was bonl in Danville, November 15, 1883, and was married Novem- 
ber 19, 1908, to Miss Blanche C. Hodges, also a native of Danville; Ida M., 
born September 28, 1882; and Frank G., born June IS, 1885. 

For five years George Dudenhofer served as a member of Battery A, Dan- 
ville National Guards, and he has always taken a very influential and promi- 
nent part in public affairs, serving as assistant supervisor for two terns, from 
1892 to 1896. H e  holds membership in Danville Lodge, No. 69, Marsh En- 
campment, No. 46, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Damascus Lodge, No, 
84, Knights of Pythias, Paughcaughnaughsinque Tribe, No. 73, Improved Or- 
der of Red Men. H e  is also connected with Aerie, No. 508, Fraternal Order 
of Eagles. He  has taken a prominent part in the work of the Illinois State 
Bottlers' Association and was elected president of that order in March, 1909, 
and reelected at the meeting held in Chicago in March, 1910. His family are 
communicants of the Roman Catholic church and they have a wide circle of 
friends and acquaintances in the city which has now been his home for over 
forty-five years. 

JESSE DAVIS. 

Upon the role of Vermilion county's honored dead appears the name of 
Jesse Davis who, at the time of his demise, was one of the substantial agricul- 
turists and large landowners of Catlin township. -1lthough he was born in 
Pickaway county, Ohio, almost his entire life was spent in Illinois, coming here 
with his parents when a little lad of five years. Shortly after the arrival of 
the family in Vermilion county the father passed away, and Jesse Davis was 
reared by his mother, with whom he remained until attaining man's estate. 

The period of his boyhood and youth was spent upon a farm, amid the busy 
activities of rural life, and he attended the common schools near his home 
in the acquirement of an education. The death of his father, however, made 
it necessary for him at  an early age to assist in the cultivation of the home farm, 
and so, when still very young, he learned lessons of industry, independence 
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and self-reliance. H e  became thoroughly familiar with the best methods of P 

carrying on the work of the fields, and later, upon entering the business world 
on his own account, he adopted agriculture as his life work, continuing ac- 
tively in that connection until his demise. His efforts as an independent farmer 

I 
were very successful, and with the passing years he prospered materially, mak- 
ing it possible for him to add to his property holdings until when he passed 
away he was the owner of four hundred acres in Vermilion county, ranking 
among the large landowners of this section. An important feature of his farm 
was the raising and feeding of stock of all kinds, and this branch of his busi- L 

ness proved very successful, returning to him a most gratifying income. 
In 1859 Mr. Davis was united in mamage to Miss Melvina Hyatt, who was 

born in Kentucky on the 24th of November, 1838, a daughter of James and 
Martha (Roland) Hyatt, both now deceased. She was one of six children born 
unto her parents, and by her marriage became the mother of five children, four 
of whom survive their father. They are as follows: Clara J., the wife of 
Joe Haskins, of Catlin township; Van C. and Scott G., both residents of Ver- 
milion county; and Minnie, who wedded David McMellen, of Danville, Illinois, 
The youngest child passed away in infancy. 

Mr. Davis was ever stanch in his support of the republican party and served 
as school director for many years, doing all in his power to further the educa- 
tional interests of the community. H e  was an active member of the Masonic L 

lodge, the high principles upon which that organization is founded being ex- 
emplified in his daily life. He was public-spirited and loyal in all matters of 
citizenship, taking a deep interest in those measures and projects which had 
for their object the upbuilding and development of the county, and thus it was 
with his passing Vermilion county lost one of its representative and valued I 

citizens. His death occurred on the 3d of May, 1890, and his remains were 
laid to rest in the beautiful Oakwood cemetery. Mrs. Davis survives her hus- 
band and lives with her oldest daughter in Catlin. She is a member of the 
Presbyterian church, to which her husband also belonged, and is. a lady whose 
many excellent traits of heart and mind have won her the affection and es- 
teem of all who know her. 

ABRAHAM SANDUSKY. 

The Sandusky family, as is indicated elsewhere in this work, is one of the 
noted families of Vermilion county. The older generation of the family in 
this state is no more; the ruthless progress of years has carried the venerable 
pioneers .away, and no longer are they to be seen in the places that knew them 
so well. They have passed to their reward, but they left an enduring monu- 
ment in the beautiful farms and in the history of lives spent in reducing nature 
to the uses of man. The early pioneer is gone and the modern man of busi- 
ness is now upon the stage, utilizing the railroad, the telegraph, and the latest 
improved machinery for operation of the farm and applying the discoveries 
of science in solving the problems of agriculture and live-stock breeding. 
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Yet there linger upon the scene the sons of the early pioneers and in many 
instances the sons were pioneers themselves and in their earlier years endured 
all the trials and difficulties incident to life in a new country. Among this num- 
ber is Abraham Sandusky, a respected citizen of Vemilion county, now seventy- 
seven years of age and one of the few living men whose minds carry them 
back to the conditions on the Illinois frontier in the '30s. Mr. Sandusky is a 
native of Bourbon county, Kentucky, where he was born March 24, 1833. He 
is a son of Abraham and Jane (McDowell) Sandusky, both natives of Kentucky, 
the former born March 29, 1793, and the latter December 16, 1792. The son 
Abraham was brought to Illinois in the arms of his mother, when he was a 
babe six months old, and since the year 1833 he has been a resident of Illinois. 

I t  is proper here to state that the Sandusky family is of Polish origin, the 
original spelling of the name being Sodowsky. The progenitor of the family 
in America was James Sodowsky, a Polish patriot, who was banished from his 
native land and sought an asylum in the British colonies. Here he became identi- 
fied with the leaders of the American revolution and after the close of the war 
located as a hunter and trader in northern Ohio, where he met his death at the 
hands of the Indians, although he had been one of their best friends. The bay 
of Sandusky and the city of Sandusky, Ohio, derive their names from James 
Sodowsky. Members of the family settled in ~Kentucky and during the earlier 
p u t  of the '30s several members of the family came' to Vermilion county, bring- 
ing with them their wives and children. Here they erected their early homes, 
preempted government land and began the work which assisted so materially in 
the settlement of this county and the introduction of the comforts of civilization 
into eastern Illinois. 

The subject of this review possessed little opportunity for education in his 
boyhood days, as the schools were in operation only for two or three months 
each winter and were generally conducted upon the subscription plan, the teacher 
boarding round among the patrons. The pioneers, however, were not men of 
books; they were men of action and hours of labor were long in a new country, 
where the forests were to be cleared away, the tough prairie sod broken, houses 
and fences, roads and bridges to be built, swamps to be drained and all these 
and many other operations to be carried forward in the face of a scarcity of 
money of which we can form no conception at  the present time. Pioneer farmers, 
who were obliged to deliver the produce of their farms to market over the rough 
roads of those days, a t  a distance of fifty or one hundred miles, appreciate the 
advantages of a macadamized turnpike or  a railroad. But times improved and 
when the Civil war arrived Abraham Sandusky was a prosperous farmer. In 
1862 he began purchasing lands and during the years that followed camed on 
general farming on a large scale, accumulating a fortune of three hundred 
thousand dollars or  more. In the meantime he became interested in the Ex- 
change Bank, owning one-fourth of its stock. The bank became involved in 
the failure of a railroad projected from Paris to Danville and in the proceed- 
ing that followed, the entire fortune of Mr. Sandusky was swept away. Some 
men are overcome by financial disaster, others lose faith in themselves under 
such circumstances, but there are those who rise superior to the severest assaults 
of the unwelcome visitor and emerge from the conflict serene and undiunayed. 
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Such a man is Abraham Sandusky. Although called upon later to meet even worse 
discouragements than the loss of money and lands, in the death of those he held 
most dear, he has nex-er despaired, but with a faith undimmed has continued 
to trust that in the final summing up all will be well. He returned, after his 
estate had been settled up, to agricultural pursuits with redoubled energy, and 
by great diligence recovered six hundred acres of his farm, continuing actively 
in charge until twenty years ago when he retired, renting the farm to younger 
men. Shortly before the decease of his beloved wife, which occurred January 
15, 1908, he deeded to her three hundred acres of the farm. For many years 
he was president of the Indianola Fair Association and did more than any other 
person in the county to keep the association alive, contributing also very largely 
to its success. As a farmer he has ranked as one of the most progressive in 
the county and few men in Illinois have done more to promote a better breed 
of cattle than he, his herd of shorthorns being considered for many years the 
leading herd in this part of the state. 

On December 16, 1869, Mr. Sandusky was united in marriage to Miss Nancy 
Ellen Baird, a daughter of Joseph and Lydia (Mendenhall) Baird, who were 
early settlers of Vermilion county. Mrs. Sandusky was for nearly forty years 
a t  the side of her husband and she was to him a faithful and helpful assistant 
The death of his wife was the greatest loss he has ever known. She was an 
earnest member of the Baptist church, while Mr. Sandusky has for many years 
been affiliated with the Cumberland Presbyterian church, but out of deference 
to his wife's views he usually attended the Baptist church during her life time. 
He has always been known as a man of most admirable principles, thoroughly 
loyal to his friends, a liberal giver to all worthy objects and a patriotic and 
broad-minded citizen, who has assisted in numberless ways in advancing the 
permanent welfare of the community. Indeed, no record of Vermilion county 
would be complete without a review of the honorable and useful career of Abra- 
ham Sandusky, recognized throughout the county as one of its most respected 
and estimable citizens. 

JOHN 0. CASS. 

Among the successful farmers of Danville township, Vermilion county, 
who was born here and is now living upon the family homestead, is John 0. 
Cass, whose eyes first opened to the light of day in 1846. H e  is a son of Will- 
iam and Rachel (Villars) Cass, both of whom were born in Ohio and came 
west in 1843, Iocati,ng upon one hundred acres of land in Danville township, 
which the father has previously purchased. This land was entirely in its prim- 
itive condition and consisted of timber and prairie, so that it required years 
of labor in clearing away the trees, breaking the sod, and tiling the ground be- 
fore it was brought to a reasonable state of productiveness. Mr. Cass, who 
is still living upon the farm, at the ,age of ninety years, proved a very success- 
ful farmer and increased the original one hundred acres by various purchases 
until he acquired a valuable property of three hundred and twenty acres. In 
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his family are three children: James W., John O., and Mary E., now Mrs. 
Brown. 

The subject of our review was educated in the country schools and also 
in the schools at State Line. H e  assisted his father upon the farm and for 
some years engaged in teaching school during the winter. After the close 
of the Civil war he went to Arkansas, where he lived at three different times, 
but ten years ago he returned to the home farm, where he has since engaged 
prosperously in general farming and stock raising. H e  has made many im- 
provements and is known as one of the wide-awake and efficient agriculturists 
of the community. 

In 1871 Mr. Cass was united in marriage to Miss Mary B. Thayer of High- 
land county, Ohio. Two children have been born to: Mr. and Mrs. Cass: 
George T., who graduated from the Valparaiso Medical School and is now 
engaged in practice at  Dodge, Nebraska; and Carrie H., now Mrs. Samson. 

Mr. Cass is independent in politics and votes for those measures and men 
that he considers most important in advancing the permanent welfare of the 
state or  nation. His wife is identified with the Episcopal church and is an 
active worker in behalf of all movements that tend to  relieve the ills of hu- 
manity. She is also a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
her ancestors having come to this country in colonial days and located in Vir- 
ginia, where they were living during the Revolutionary war, in which members 
of the family took part under General Washington. Mr. Cass is a man of 
broad views who has learned many valuable lessons of practical use as he has 
passed along. As a farmer he is alert to the great improvements which have 
been made in the industry and he does not regret that he devoted his life to 
the farm which is 'the foundation of the republic and the main source of wealth 
all over the world. The home farm under his management has been brought 
to a high degree of cultivation and is known as one of the most productive 
farms in the region. 

GEORGE 

George Walz, who comes of sturdy Teutonic ancestry and is recognized 
as one of the successful farmers of Danville township, Vermilion county, was 
born in Wurtemberg, Germany, September 11, 1847. He is a son of John 
Walz, who was owner of a sawmill in the old country and who died when the 
subject of this review was five years of age. He was reared under the care 
of a kind mother, but a strange fate also deprived him of her counsel and pro- 
tection, for when he was fourtten years of age death called her away and the 
son was left upon his own resources. He continued in the fatherland, working 
at such employment as presented itself, until 1867. 

This was after the close of the Civil war and the clouds which had over- 
hung the republic had disappeared and many ambitious young men of German 
parentage were looking toward American with the desire to establish here a 
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permanent home. Among this number was George Walz and at twenty years 
of age he came to America, landing at New York, where he remained for 
several months, when he traveled westward as far as Lafayette, Indiana. In 
the region of that city he found employment upon a farm and continued in the 
state until 1874, when he came to Danville and for eight years worked for 
Joseph English, who was the owner of a farm south of this city. Feeling that 
the time had arrived to begin operations for himself, he purchased seventy- 
two acres of wild land on the prairie east of the city and prooeeded to im- 
prove it with an industry that in the course of years produced most gratify- 
ing returns. He was one of the first to pin his faith to the land in this region 
and many laughed a t  his endeavors, declaring thzt it could never be made 
productive. However, he paid no attention to these early critics and he now 
owns a valuable farm of two hundred and twenty acres, which he has built 
up through his own efforts and also maintains a herd of cows, which yields 
a gratifying recompense for his investment. 

In  1872, in Indiana, Mr. Walz, was united in marriage to Miss Christina 
Theurer, who was born in Germany, and twelve children have blessed the 
union : Eli, deceased ; Josephine, also deceased ; Emma, now Mrs. John Zieder ; 
Kate, now Mrs. Henry Linne; Ernest; Rosie, who became Mrs. Fred Andre 
and is now deceased; Josephine; Christina; Louisa; Carrie; Ida; and Olivia. 

Mr. Walz has always been a stanch republican and cast his first vote for 
General U. S. Grant for president of the United States. He has served as 
school director of the district and is at the present time acting as road c m -  
missioner. H e  is recognized by those who know him as an earnest, intelligent 
and public-spirited citizen and his life presents a striking illustration of the 
effect of grit, perseverance and well directed industry in determining the des- 
tiny of any individual. From his boyhood he has been seIf-supporting and the 
principle of self-reliance which he adopted even as a youth has been one of 
his prominent characteristics and has carried him through many difficulties. 
He has many friends in the county where he has made his home for thirty-six 
years and where he has attained the success which results from industry when 
it is directed by good judgment. 

JOHN L. TINCHER. 

Deeply engraven on the pages of the history of Danville is the name of 
John L. Tincher, and his memory is yet cherished by those who knew him al- 
though many years have passed since he was called to his final rest. H e  was 
born in Kentcuky in 1821 and was a little lad of eight years when he accom- 
panied his parents on their removal to Vermilion county, Indiana. At the 
age of seventeen years, his parents having died in the meantime, he concluded 
that he would advance his education by further study, his course up to that 
time being such as could be obtained in the district schools. Realizing the 
need of further education, he therefore devoted three years to study in CoIes 
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county, Illinois, and thus laid the foundation for his advancement along busi- 
ness lines. 

Mr. Tincher, then went to work in the store of Jones & Culbertson in New- 
port, Indiana, and in 1843 came with J. M. Culbertson to Danville and again 
engaged in clerking until 1853. Desirous that his labors should more directly 
benefit himself, he resigned his position to become the senior partner of the 
newly organized firm of Tincher & English. The partnership was formed 
for the conduct of a mercantile enterprise which was carried on successfully 
for some time, after which the firm withdrew from that field and turned their 
attention to banking. Mr. Tincher was thus instrumental in organizing the 
First National Bank of the city and established it upon a substantial basis. All 
branches of the banking business were conducted and each won substantial 
success. The safe, conservative policy instituted at the beginning was always 
maintained and the bank met a long felt need in this city. As he prospered 
in his undertakings Mr. Tincher invested in property from time to time until 
he became the owner of considerable valuable real estate that enabled him to 
leave his family in very comfortable financial circumstances. 

Not only through his success in business but also by reason of his ability 
and prominence in public life did Mr. Tincher become well known. In 1864 
he was elected a member of the lower house of the general assembly and that 
his course in that office commended him to the public confidence is indicated 
by the fact that in 1867 he was elected to the senate. In 1870 he was once 

I more elected to the upper house and in the same year was chosen a member 
of the convention that revised the constitution. He was actuated in all that 
he did by a marked public spirit and by unfaltering devotion to the general 
good. Honest and faithful, he ;ought the best interests of the community, of 
the commonwealth and of the nation, and while a member of the legislature 
he gave most careful consideration to the questions that came up for settlement. 
He never weighed any legislative act in his life in the scale of public policy 
but studied closely every feature of the situation and voted as his conscience 
and his judgment dictated. 

In 1845 Mr. Tincher joined the Methodist Episcopal church and soon after- 
ward was chosen to occupy a subordinate clerical relation to the church which 
he held until his death. H e  frequently preached in the absence of a regu- 
lar minister and his efforts in behalf of the church were far-reaching and 
effective. In fact, his obligations in business, social, church and political -re- 
lations were so many and so onerous that his life was undoubtedly shorttened' 
thereby. He was attending a session of the senate when, on the 17th of De- 
cember, 1871, he passed away a t  the Revere House in Springfield. He was a 
man of superior mental activity, broad-minded and of keen discernment. He 
was, moreover, charitable and kindly in his nature and such was his ready 
sympathy and his helpful spirit that he was loved by all who knew him. Though 
many years have passed since he was called to his final rest, his name and 
memory are still cherished throughout the city. 

On April 18, 1850, Mr. Tincher was married to Miss Caroline R. Hicks,. 
a daughter of George W. Hicks, a well known citizen of Perrysville, Indiana, 
and also well known in Danville. They became the parents of eight children,. 
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four still living: Joseph E., a resident of Oklahoma ; Lulu T., the wife of 
R. D. Harvey, of New York city; john L., assistant cashier of the First Na- 
tional Bank of Danville; Thomas L., a resident of joliet and a manufacturer 
of automobiles; Charles C. and George Frances, both deceased; Julia C., the 
deceased wife of Hon. E. R. E. Kimbrough; and Tilman Tincher. 

HARRY YAEZELLE MERCER. 

Harry Yaezelle Mercer, well known throughout the United States as a 
tenor soloist of marked ability, opened a studio of music in Danville in 1907 
and has since met with excellent success in his chosen profession, specializing 
in voice culture. He was born in De ?lTitt county, Illinois, his birth occurring 
in Farmer City, February 26, 1875, and he comes of a family noted for its 
musical talent, being of Scotch and Welsh extraction. 

His father, Colonel David L. Mercer, was born in Ohio and throughout his 
business life was engaged in mechanical pursuits. During the Civil war he 
served as colonel of an Ohio regiment and took part in many notable engage- 
ments. After the close of hostilities he came to Illinois and was a resident of 
Farmer City at the time of his death, which occurred on the 1st of January, 
1894. In early manhood he married Miss hlalinda Cook, also a native of the 
Buckeye state, who died on the 23d of August, 1888. She possessed a good 
soprano voice and sang in the choir of a church at Bladensburg, Ohio, of which 
her husband was choir leader for seventeen years. From his parents Harry 
Y. Mercer undoubtedly inherited his musical talent. In the family were twelve 
children, of whom ten are still living. Three of the sons followed in the foot- , 
steps of their father and are now master mechanics and three are engineers. 
Besides these our subject has two sisters. 

During his boyhood Harry Y. Mercer attended the public schools of Farmer 
City and later went to Sedalia, Missouri, where he took up voice culture with 
Madam Helen B. Gallie, a noted contralto, and continued with her for four years, 
one year of which time he was employed as assistant teacher. In 1895 he re- 
moved to Indianapolis, Indiana, where he studied for four years under Pro- 
fessor John Geiger and the following three years under Herr Karl Schneider. 
He  also continued his studies with Christian Frederick XSartene, a noted Nor- 
wegian, for three years, after which he took up circuit work and traveled 
-throughout the east, west and south for a period of two and one-half years. 
Being ambitious to reach the highest goal possible. he decided to continue in 
his studies and with this end in view, removed to New York city, where for 
-two years he studied under five of the most noted instructors in voice culture. 
At the end of that time he joined the Kilties Band as tenor soloist and traveled 
.all over the United States, Canada, Mexico and Cuba, continuing with them 
for two full seasons, after which he returned to Indianapolis and for the follow- 
ing year de~oted his time to Evangelistic work. 

In 1go7, Professor Mercer became a resident of Danville and opened a 
:studio at No. 34 North Vermilion street, where he has since engaged in teach- 
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ing music, his specialty being voice culture, and he now has among his pupils 
many from Danville's most prominent families. For a year and a half he has 
also been choir leader and soloist in the Kirnber Methodist Episcopal church 
and at the close of the season of ~gog, with the assistance of his pupils gave 
the Messiah, the leading parts being taken by Zola, Harry and Lola Ridge, 
sopranos; May Griffith and Vera Esslinger, contraltos; John Payne and Mr. 
Mercer, tenors; John Marsh, Horace Benjamin and George Telling, bassos. 
I t  was regarded by all who heard it as one of the greatest performances ever 
held in the city of Danville. Mr. Mercer is an earnest member of the Kimber 
church and in his political views is a republican, though at local elections he 
often votes independent of party ties. He has become widely known through- 
out the country on account of his musical ability and has a wide circle of friends' 
and acquantances who hold him in high esteem. 

WILLIAM P. TRIMMELL. 

William P. Trimmell, a respected farmer of Oakwood township, Vermilion 
county, was born in this county, January 25, 1854. He is the son of William 
and Rosella (Gillen) Trimmell, a review of whom appears elsewhere in this 
work. The family is of French ancestry, the founder in this country settling 
originally in Kentucky, where he remained until 1823, when he located in 
Vermilion counay, Illinois. Mr. Trimmell of this review, represents the third 
generation of a family whose name is most favorably known and whose repre- 
sentation is not confined within the limits of this county. He is one of three 
children born to William and Rosella Trimmell, the other two being George, 
a farmer now living in Blount township, and Laura, the wife of Eli Fox, also 
of Vermilion county. 

Mr. Trimmell received his education in the common schools and while 
he grew up became thoroughly familiar with farming operations. He is now 
living on the farm which he received from his father and has managed in 
such a way that he is recognized as one of the substantial men of the com- 
munity. H e  occupies with his family a handsome residence supplied with 
all modern conveniences and the entire farm conveys the impression of an 
up-to-date establishment and reflects credit upon its owner and upon the en- 
tire community. 

In May, 1893, Mr. Trimmell was united in marriage to Miss Mattie Smith, 
a daughter of John and Nancy (Wright) Smith, the former a native of 
Indiana and the latter of Missouri. They were married in Illinois and re- 
sided on a farm in this county until 1890, since which time they have lived 
retired at Oakwood. Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Smith, three 
of whom are still living: Ida E., the wife of Adelbert Meade, of Oakwood; 
Lulu, the wife of Ira Peters, also of Oakwood; and Mattie, the wife of the 
subject of this sketch. Mr. and Mrs. Trimrnell have been blessed by the ar- 
rival of three children in their home: Ross, born January 27, 18@; Mont, 
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who was born July I, 1901, and depaited this life at the age of six years; and 
Ray, born March 31, 1909. 

Mr. and Mrs. Trimrnell are both members of the Methodist Episcopal church 
and the sincerity of their faith is indicated by their thought for others and the 
assistance extended by them to all worthy causes. Mr. Trimmell is an ad- 
vocate of the principles of the republican party, but he has never aspired to 
poIitical honors. H e  is recognized as a worthy representative of the farming 
interests and in the community where he has been known all his life he has 
many friends and well wishers. 

HON. LAWRENCE T. ALLEN. 

One of the most successful among the younger representatives of the legal 
fraternity in Danville, is Lawrence T. Allen, who is now so efficiently serving 
as judge of the county court of Vermilion county. He  was born in Hoopeston 
on the 24th of October, 1882, and is a worthy representative of an honored 
pioneer family of this county, his parents being Charles A. and Mary (Thomp- 
son) Allen, both natives of Rossville. His grandfather, William I. Allen, came 
to Danville in 1841, and in this county was united in marriage to Miss Emily 
Newell on the 17th of October, 1848. Her father was Esquire Newell, for 
whom Newel1 township, this county, was named. For a time the grandfather 
served as justice of the peace and was subsequently appointed by the county 
commissioners as county treasurer, in which capacity he served for several years. 
On coming to this region he entered about three section of government land 
near Hoopeston, which he later sold to Thomas Hoopes, in whose honor the 
town was named. During the Civil war he entered the Union service as captain 
of a company, but did not serve throughout the entire struggle. The deaths of 
both himself and wife occurred in Hoopeston. They were among the early 
settlers of Vermilion county and were very prominent in its pioneer history. 

Charles A. Allen, the father of the judge, is a graduate of the University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor and was successfully engaged in the practice of law 
in this county for a number of years. A man of marked ability, he early be- 
came a recognized leader in political affairs and was called upon to serve in 
the state legislature, being a member of the general assembly for the long period 
of twenty-four years. H e  has filled that position continuousIy with the exception 
of one term, and is today the oldest legislator in point of service in the state. 
In  early manhood he married Miss Mary Thompson, a daughter of Lewis M. 
and Judith (Burrough) Thompson, who were married August 7, 1848, in Dan- 
ville, and were also early settlers of this region. Her father entered a tract of 
government land at Danville, where he still continues to make his home and 
is now living retired. 

Judge Allen obtained his early education in the schools of Hoopeston, and 
after leaving high school, entered the University of Illinois at  Urbana, where 
he pursued a law course and was graduated in 1905. He also pursued a literary 
course in that institution and at the University of Chicago, and was well equipped 
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to engage in his chosen profession on his admission to  the bar in 1905. He be- 
gan practice in connection with his father in Danville, and is regarded as an 
able advocate and safe counselor. On the 8th of June, 1909, he was elected 
judge of the county court to  fiII a vacancy, reelected November 8, 1910, without 
opposition, and is now most acceptably discharging the duties of that office. 
Recognizing the fact that close study must be the basis of legal knowledge and 
a liberal foundation upon which is built the pedestal of success, he has carried 
his investigations far  and wide into the realm of jurisprudence, and is well versed 
in principle and precedent. 

Socially he affiliates with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the 
Knights of Pythias and the Modem Woodmen of America, and in military 
circles has become widely known, holding the rank of lieutenant in B,attery A, 
Artillery Battalion, Illinois National Guards. But it is in professional circles 
that he is best known, and today he is the youngest man to occupy the position 
of county judge in this county, and is said to be the youngest in the state. 

JOSEPH S. DAVIS. 

Joseph S. Davis is identified with both farming and merchandising in the 
township and village of Oakwood. Vermilion county numbers him among her 
native sons, his birth having occurred here on the 18th of April, 1852. His 
parents were Joseph V. and Cynthia (McCorkle) Davis, the former a native 
of Ohio and the latter of Virginia. The Davis and McCorkle families both 
came to Illinois at  an early day and settled on farms near Catlin. The Davis 
family entered and purchased land and at one time owned sixty-four hundred 
acres in Illinois and Wisconsin. I t  was in 1851 that Joseph V. Davis wedded 
Cynthia McCorkle but his death occurred the following year, leaving a widow 
with an infant son-our subject. Mrs. Davis afterward lived with her mother 
for six years and on the 4th of July, 1858, she gave her hand in marriage to 
J. M. Doran, a native of this county. They are still living upon a farm near 
Oakwood, Mr. Doran at the age of eighty-eight years and his wife at the age 
of eighty-one. There were three children of this marriage, who are still living: 
Sarah, the wife of Charles Davis; Grant, with his mother; and Charles E., 
who makes his home in this county. 

Mr. Doran has been to Joseph S. Davis always as an own father. The 
latter remained upon the home farm until he had attained his majority, although 
previous to  that time he began farming on his own account, continuing to 
board at home for some years, or until 1908. He now owns one hundred and 
twenty acres of finely improved land a half mile from Oakwood and in con- 
nection with its further development and improvement he is also engaged in 
the conduct of a general mercantile store in the town. H e  occupies a fine 
residence in the town and owns another dwelling there. He  has made his suc- 
cess largely through handling and feeding stock while upon the farm. How- 
ever, his sound business judgment and keen discrimination enable him to carry 
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forward to successful completion whatever he undertakes and in addition to 
his other business he is the owner of a mill which he operated for eight years. 

On the first of March, 1910, Mr. Davis was married to Miss Elsie Oakwood, 
a native of Vermilion county and a daughter of M. L. and Julia (Trimble) 
Oakwood. Her father was born in the township which bears his name, Octobef 
8, 1855, his parents being J. H. and Priscilla (Saylor) Oakwood, in whose 
family were eight children, of whom five are yet living. M. L. Oakwood re- 
mained at home until his marriage on the 1st of February, 1883, to Miss Julia 
E. Trimble, who was born in this county and is a daughter of Preston and 
Rebecca J. (Britingharn) Trimble, the former a native of Indiana and the lat- 
ter of Oakwood township. Mrs. Trimble died in 1858 but Mr. Trimble is still 
living in Oakwood. Mrs. Julia Oakwood was their only child. Following his 
marriage Mr. Oakwood located upon a farm and there lived for nine years, 
after which he removed to a farm which his father gave him, making his home 
thereon until his ,death, which occurred December 20, 1901. He was a repub- 
lican in politics and a faithful member of the Methodist Episcopal church. His 
widow belongs to the same church and has many warm friends in this locality. 
She still manages the home farm and attends to all the business connected there- 
with. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Oakwood were born two daughters: Elsie O., the 
wife of J. S. Davis, of Oakwood township; and Ida Glee, the wife of Charles 
Anderson, of Sesser, Franklin county, Illinois. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Davis also belong to the Methodist Episcopal church 
and are loyal to its teachings and generous in its support. His views upon the 
temperance question led him to give earnest support to the prohibition party. 
H e  has never been an office seeker although he is now serving as police magis- 
trate of Oakwood. H e  belongs to the Masonic fraternity and to the Modem 
Woodmen camp and has filled most of the chairs in the latter. Both he and 
his wife are well known in Oakwood and this section of the county where 
they have long resided, being numbered among the representatives of some 
of the oIdest and most honored pioneer families. 

LOUIS CLEMENTS. 

Although one of the younger representatives of the legal profession, Louis 
Clements has already made for himself an enviable position as one of the lead- 
ing attorneys of Danville. A native of Illinois, he was born in Carbondale, on 
the 12th of September, 1877, and on the paternal side is of Scotch and English 
descent, his ancestors having settled in Virginia and Maryland at a very early 
day. In fact, the first to come to the new world crossed the ocean with Lord 
Baltimore and later fought for the independence of the nation. 

His father, Colonel Isaac Clements, became well known as the governor 
of the Danville branch of the National Soldiers' Home. The father was 
born in Brookville, Indiana, March 31, 1837, and was a son of Isaac Clements, 
a native of Maryland, who removed to the Hoosier state at an early day and 
died in Laurel, Indiana, in 1873. After acquiring his education in the com- 
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man schools of his native state Colonel Clements engaged in teaching for a time 
and at the age of twenty entered Asbury University a t  Greencastle, where he 
was graduated in 1859. The same year he became a resident of Jackson county, 
Illi.nois, where for six months he engaged in teaching school, and, having in the 
meantime studied law, he was admitted to the bar and began practice in 1861. 
At the opening of the Civil war, however, he decided to enter the service and 
became second lieutenant in Company G, Ninth Illinois Infantry, and was pro- 
moted provost marshal a t  Athens, Alabama, serving in that capacity from 1863 
until the spring of 1864, when he resigned in order to rejoin his company, 
which was then advancing on Atlanta. H e  participated in many important en- 
gagements and was twice severely R-ounded at Shiloh and again at  Corinth. 
At the close of the war he was honorably discharged with the rank of captain. 
Returning north, he made his home in Carbondale for forty years and for some 
time was successfully engaged in the practice of law. He also took a very 
active and prominent part in public affairs and represented his district in 
congress. 

111 1877 he was appointed penitentiary commissioner for the southern prison 
at Chester and acted in that capacity for eleven consecutive years. Later he 
was United States pension agent at  Chicago for three years and for nearly a 
year was superintendent of the Soldiers Orphans Home at Normal, Illinois. 
I t  was in December, 1898, that he received the appointment as governor of 
the Soldiers' Home at Danville, being the first to fill that position. His public 
and private life were alike above reproach and at his death, which occurred 
;May 31, 1909, the commrtnity realized that it had lost a valuable citizen. Colonel 
Clements was married November 16, 1864, to Miss Josephine Nutt, a daughter 
of Cyrus Nutt, D. D., LL. D., of Bloomington, Indiana. For some time her 
father was a professor in Allegheny College, Pennsylvania, and became the 
first president of Asbury University while subsequently he was a professor 
at  the University in Bloomington, Indiana. His ancestors were from New 
England and were also represented in the Revolutionary war, Unto Colonel 
and Mrs. Clements were born four children, of whom three are still living, 
namely, Frank, Louis and Robert. The mother also survives and continues 
to make her home in Danville. For many years the Colonel was an honored 
member of the Masonic fraternity and was also connected with the Grand Army 
of the Republic. 

Louis Clements acquired his early education in the schools of Carbondale 
and southern Illinois and later entered the state normal, from which he was 
graduated in 1897. He was subsequently a student at  the Northwestern Univer- 
sity of Evanston and completed the course with the class of 1902, receiving 
the deg;ee of B. A. on his graduation. He studied law and on his admission 
to the bar formed a partnership with H. M. Steely, of Danville, which con- 
nection continued for six years. In 1908, however, this partnership was dis- 
solved and Mr. Clements has since been alone in the general practice of law. 
H e  has a large clientele and has been employed on many of the most important 
cases tried in this section of the state during his active connection with the 
bar. 
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Mr. Clements is a republican in his political views and, although he takes a deep 
and commendable interest in public affairs, he has never cared for the honors 
or  emoluments of public office, preferring to devote his undivided attention 
to his professional work. In religious faith he is a Methodist and is today a 
prominent member of the Masonic fraternity, the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias and the Mutual Protective League of 
Illinois. Socially he belongs to the One Hundred Thousand Club and also 
to the Danville Golf Club, of which he is secretary and treasurer. Fortunate 
in possessing ability and character that inspire confidence, he has gained for him- 
self a position of prominence in professional and social circles and his influence 
is always given in support of whatever he believes will promote the best in- 
terests of the community. 

SAMUEL BLAIR. 

Seventy-two years ago Samuel Blair, who is a well known farmer of Ver- 
milion county, first saw the light of day. H e  was born December 5 ,  1838 in a 
log house on the farm in Newell township where he has ever since lived, and 
is a son of William G. and Christiana (Bradin) Blair, his father being a native 
of Harrison county, Kentucky, and his mother of Logan county, Ohio. The 
parents were among the pioneers of Illinois, who came to Vermilion county in 
the early part of the nineteenth century, when the country was largely open 
to settlement and while Illinois was still a territory. After the marriage of 
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Blair, January 11, 1818, they settled upon the land 
which became the family homestead. Here the pioneer couple set up housekeep- 
ing and the head of the house began clearing away the trees and preparing the 
land for cultivation. In his farming he proved to be more than ordinarily suc- 
cessful. In  addition to a common-school education he had in his earlier years 
received instruction in civil engineering and for a quarter of a century he was 
of great assistance to  settlers for many miles about in locating their lands and 
dividing up their fields. At the time of his death, which occurred May 4, 1882, 
he was the owner of a finely improved farm of one hundred and sixty acres, 
the result of his perseverance and well applied industry. His wife, the mother 
of our subject, departed this life October 2, 1877. They were typical represent- 
atives of the pioneers of Illinois, who made possible the comforts and conven- 
iences that are to be found upon every side at the present time. 

Samuel Blair grew to manhood upon the farm and continued assisting his 
parents until he was twenty-one years of age. He was edltcated in the district 
schools and is the sole survivor in a family of seven children. Upon the death 
of his father he inherited one hundred and sixty acres of the homestead, which 
he has greatly improved and supplied with the conveniences of modem life. His 
mind often reverts to the scenes and experiences of earlier years and few men 
of the county are better acquainted with the trials and vicissitudes of the farm 
as they were experienced fifty or sixty years ago. He remembers that when he 
was from fifteen to twenty-one years of age, during the '50s, it was a part of 
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his duty each year to gather the apples in his father's orchard and haul them 
by wagon to Chicago, returning loaded with freight of various kinds for the mer- 
chants of Danville. 

On February 28, 1861, Mr. Blair was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
Cossiart, who was born in Missouri but came to Illinois with her parents in her 
girlhood. Here they spent the remaining years of their life. She was the 
fourth in order of birth in a family of seven children. T o  Mr. Blair and his 
wife six children have been born: Henry, who mamed Miss Katie Campbell and 
is living in Vermilion county; Robert E. Lee, who married Miss Jennie Watson 
and lives at Salem, Illinois; Clara M., who became the wife of Irvin Cunning- 
ham, of Vermilion county; and Flora A., Franklin and Arthur, all of whom are 
deceased. 

Mr. Blair is identified with the democratic party, as he believes that its prin- 
ciples are best adapted for the perpetuity of republican institutions. While he 
has not been a candidate for political honors, he held the office of township 
clerk for two terms and commissioner of highways for three terms. For five 
years he acted as postmaster and for six years as member of the school board. 
In all of these responsible positions he discharged his duties in such a way as 
to meet the approval of the people of the township. For many years he has 
been a member of the United Brethren church and by his integrity and honesty 
in all business dealings he attained a standing which is to any man of inestimable 
value and in the long run is worth much more to him than all the honors that 
could be purchased by the use of money. H e  is recognized as a substantial 
and representative citizen by those with whom he has long been associated and 
one who from the beginning of his career has been deeply interested in the 
material, mental and moral welfare of the community. 

JUDGE S. MURRAY CLARK. 

Judge S. Murray Clark, who since 1go6 has been assistant district attorney 
for the eastern district of Illinois, previous to which time he sat upon the bench 
of the county court for four years, has for a considerable period been numbered 
among the ablest representatives of the Danville bar. He has hardly reached 
the prime of life and yet for a number of years he has ranked with older men 
whose ability has gained them eminence in the legal profession in this part of 
the state. 

Judge Clark is a native of Indiana, his birth having occurred in Crawfords- 
ville on the 15th of May, 1869. H e  comes of an old family of North Carolina 
in which state his grandfather, Samuel Clark, was born, reared and married, 
removing thence to Indiana when his son, John G. Clark, the father of Judge 
Clark, was but two years of age. The latter, therefore, was reared upon the 
frontier. After arriving at years of maturity he wedded Mary Holiday, a 
daughter of William Holiday, who was born in North Carolina and in the 
paternal line traced his ancestry back to the Penn colony. He became one of 
the pioneer settlers of Vermilion county, Illinois, establishing his home here 
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when his daughter Mary was a young girl. I t  was in this county that Mary, 
Holiday gave her hand in marriage to Dr. John G. Clark, who in the mean- 
time had taken up  the study of dentistry and following his marriage engaged 
in the practice of his profession at Covington, Indiana. Impaired health, how- 
ever, led him to seek the advantages of outdoor life and he therefore began 
farming near Crawfordsville, where he remained for some time. He after- 
ward located for the practice of dentistry in Thorntown, Indiana, but later 
again took up the occupation of farming. In the spring of 1870 he established 
his home upon a farm in Elwood township, Vermilion county, and made his 
home thereon for twenty years, after which he resided at Vermilion Grove for 
five years. Later he became the president of the First National Bank in George- 
town and has since been closely associated with the financial interests of that 
place. H e  was reared in the faith of the Society of Friends or Quakers and 
has ever been loyal to the teachings of that sect. His political allegiance is 
unfalteringly given to the republican party and while the honors and emolu- 
ments of office have had no attraction for him, he has ever cooperated in 
measures for the public good. Unto Dr. and Mrs. Clark have been born three 
children: 0. P., who married Ada Elliott and is cashier of the First NationaI 
Bank at Georgetown; S. Murray, of this review; and Emma, the wife of Pro- 
fessor C. E. Cosand, who is engaged in teaching in Wichita, Kansas. 

Judge Clark accompanied his parents on the various removal; which they 
made during the period of his youth. His early education was acquired in the 
public schools and he afterward attended Vermilion Academy at Vermilion 
Grove, where he pursued his studies until 1887. H e  afterward spent two years 
in Earlham College, at  Richmond, Indiana, and in preparation for the bar 
matriculated in the Bloomington law school, a department of the Wesleyan 
University. He was graduated on the completion of his course in 1893 and at 
Ridge Farm began practicing, but in 1894 removed to Danville and has since 
been an honored and representative member of the bar of this city. For a 
time he was associated in practice with George G. Mabin, and the firm of 
Mabin 82 Clark was recognized as one of the strongest of the Vermilion county 
bar. Mr. Clark was chosen as one of the counsel for the plaintiff in the case 
of Carrie Corbitt versus John Gernand, in which the jury gave a verdict in favor 
of his client for fifty-four thousand, three hundred and thirty-three and a third 
dollars-the largest breach of promise verdict ever rendered in the United States. 
Mr. Clark has conducted many personal injury cases and the firm won a ver- 
dict of ten thousand dollars for  their client in the case of Sherber versus Lor- 
ton. In  1902 Mr. Clark was appointed county judge to succeed Judge Thomp- 
son, who had been elected to the circuit court. H e  served for three months 
and was then elected to the office which he filled until 1906, when he 
resigned to become assistant district attorney of the eastern district of Illinois, 
which position he is now filling. His decisions while on the bench indicated 
strong mentality, careful analysis, a thorough knowledge of the law and an 
unbiased judgment. The successful Iawyer and competent judge must be a 
man of well balanced intellect, thoroughly familiar with the law and practice, 
of comprehensive general information, possessed of an analytical mind and a 
self-control that will enable him to lose his individuality, his personal feeIings, 
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his prejudices and his peculiarities of disposition in the dignity, impartiality 
and equity of the office to which life, property, right and liberty must look for 
~rotection. possessing these qualities, Judge Clark justly merited the good 
words spoken concerning his service on the bench and he is proving equally 
capable in the discharge of his duties as assistant district attorney. 

Judge Clark was married on the 6th of August, 1895, to Miss Myra Men- 
denhall, the wedding being celebrated in Vermilion Grove, Illinois. Mrs. Clark 
was born in Catlin, this state, January 6, 1871, and is a daughter of Dr. &I. C. 
and Cynthia (Kennedy) Mendenhall, natives of North Carolina and Indiana 
respectively. They were married at Center Point, Indiana, and Dr. Mendenhall 
afterward engaged in the practice of medicine in Catlin, Illinois, being one of 
the early as well as the more successful physicians of that place. Judge and 
A.lrs. Clark have a wide acquaintance in Danville, and the hospitality of the 
best homes is freely accorded them. The Judge holds membership with the 
Modern Woodmen of America, the Knight of Pythias, the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks, and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. In his 
political views he has always been a republican and his political, social and 
professional prominence places him in a foremost position among Danvilleys 
honored and valued citizens. 

GEORGE HUMRICHOUSE. 

George Humrichouse needs no introduction to the readers of this volume, 
for as president of the Danville Wholesale Grocery Company he is well known. 
During his residence here he has been active in cooperating in many movements 
for the public good and his business affairs have largely been of a character that 
have contributed to the general development and improvement. 

A native of Illinois, he was born in Monmouth, on the 7th of September, 
1868, and on the paternal side is of German descent, while his maternal ances- 
tors were of Scotch origin. His parents were James W. and Priscilla Grace 
Humrichouse, who are still living and are now residents of Frankfort, Indiana. 
For many years the father was actively engaged in farming and the real-estate 
business, but is now practically living retired. 

George Humrichouse received a good practical education in the grammar 
and high schools of Homer, Illinois, and, being well fitted for teaching, he suc- 
cessfully followed that profession in Champaign and Vermilion counties for 
eight years, after which he embarked in the retail grocery business, being as- 
sociated with his father as part owner of the store from 1897 to 1902. Their 
1ocatir;n was at  112 East Main street and they built up a good business. In  
19~2: however, our subject was one of the incorporators of the Danville Whole- 
sale Grocery Company, of which he is now president, and it is mainly through 
his well directed efforts that the business has been built up. H e  is a wide- 
awake, energetic and progressive business man, who usually carries forward 
to  successful completion whatever he undertakes, and he has made the firm 
with which he is now connected widely known throughout this section of the 
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state. Carrying a first-class line of goods, their trade has steadily increased 
until it has now reached extensive proportions, this being largely due to the 
reliable and progressive business methods of the members. 

At Ridgeway, Missouri, July 23, 1891, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Humrichouse and Miss Mary Stoughton, a daughter of Nathaniel N. Stoughton, 
who is still living in Ridgeway and is a representative of one of the old fam- 
ilies of that city. To Mr. and Mrs. Humrichouse has been born a son, Elton, 
whose birilk sccurred in Homer, July I, 1892, and they also have an adopted 
child, who was taken from the Children's Home. 

They are earnest and consistent members of the First Methodist Episcopal 
church and Mr. Humrichouse is also identified with the One Hundred Thou- 
sand Club. In politics he is independent, giving his allegiance to those men and 
measures which he believes will prove of public benefit. He has taken the de- 
grees of the Lodge of Perfection and the Royal Arch chapter of the Masonic 
fraternity and is also identified with the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks and the Knights of Pythias. Being a lover of outdoor sports, he takes 
quite an enthusiastic interest in baseball and is a genial, social gentleman, who 
makes friends wherever he goes. He is popular both in business and social 
kirtles and is today regarded as one of the leading citizens of his adopted city. 

GEORGE B. JONES, V. S. 

Dr. George B. Jones, whose skill as a veterinarian has brought him a large 
and lucrative practice in his chosen profession, was born near Paris, Edgar 
county, Illinois, on the 28th of October, 1864, and is a son of Lewis and Eliza 
(Shields) Jones, natives of Bourbon county, Kentucky, and of Edgar county, 
Illinois, respectively. The father came with: his parents to this state about 
1843, settling in Edgar county, where he attained his majority, was married 
and still makes his home. He has devoted his life to general agricultural pur- 
suits, and is now the owner of three hundred and twenty acres of valuable land, 
which responds readily to  the care and cultivation that he bestows upon it. His 
political allegiance is given to the democratic party but without desire for office 
as a reward for party fealty. His wife is a consistent Christian woman, hold- 
ing membership in the Baptist church. Her father, Elder William Shields, was 
a member of the state legislature from his district for a number of years, and 
was one of the prominent influential and honored residents of his section. 

Dr. Jones spent his youthful days at home, and the public schools afforded 
him his early educational privileges, which were supplemented by a course of 
study in the Valparaiso Normal School, from which he was graduated with 
the class of 1888. He then began teaching and for seven years was identified 
with educational work, but abandoned that profession in 1892, in order to go 
to Toronto, Canada, and enter the Ontario Veterinary College at Toronto, 
Canada, in preparation for the profession which he is now making his life work. 
He was graduated from that school in the class of 1894, and came direct to 
Sidell, Illibois, where he began his practice, which has been built up to extensive 
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and profitable proportions. H e  is one of the ablest representatives of the pro- 
fession in this section of the state and holds the government appointment of 
deputy on the United States Board of Animal Industry. He is also filling the ' p i t i o n  of deputy assistant state veterinary for the state of Illinois. These 
two oppointments came to him without his solicitation and indicate his stand- 
ing in his profession. He is an active member of the American Veterinary As- 
sociation and a member of the Illinois State Veterinary Association, and is a 
=ontributor to the columns of the publication of each organization. 

On the 6th of March, 1895, Dr. Jones was married to  Miss Ettie Mapes, 
who resided near Paris, Edgar county, and unto them have been born three 
sons, Howard L., George C. and Frank. Dr. Jones is a member of Austin Lodge, 
I. 0. 0. F., at Paris: with which he has been identified for thirty years. He  
also belongs to the Modem \+,'oodmen of America, gives his political allegiance 
to the democracy and has served both as alderman and mayor of Sidell, being 
called to public office by the vote of his fello~v tto\v~smei~ who recognize his public 
spirit and his fidelity to the best interests of the community. He manifests 
both promptness and accuracy in the discha.rgt: of his duties and his devotion 
to the public good stands as an unquestioned fact in his life. He has been a 
member of the school board of Sidell, serving as its president for five years. 

-4MOS SMITH WILLIAMS. 

Among the men who have been active in inaugurating and shaping the busi- 
ness policy and commercial development of Danville was Amos S. Williams, who 
was prominently identified with a number of business enterprises. His demise, 
therefore, removed from the city one whom she could ill afford to lose, a man 
whose strength of purpose and undaunted energy found expression in the de- 
~~elopment of business concerns whose magnitude made them not only a source 
of individual profit but also an element in the city's growth. 

Mr. Williams was born on the 22d of August, 1831, in Danville, and was 
a worthy representative of an honored pioneer family. His father, Amos Wil- 
liams. who was of German descent, came to this state from Pennsylvania at a 
very early day and after living for a short time at Butler Point, took up his resi- 
dence in Danville. He at once became an active factor in public affairs and was 
elected the first county clerk on the organization of Vermilion county. For some 
time he engaged in teaching school and was also employed as a surveyor, and 
prior to his removal to Vermilion county served as county clerk of Edgar county. 
He  was a man of most accurate hzbits as is shown by the records which he kept. 
Other positions of honor and trust were conferred upon him and he served as 
circuit clerk, probate judge, pound master and postmaster of Danville and his 
official duties were always discharged in a prompt and able manner that won the 
commendation of all concerned. He assisted in laying out the city and, being 
deeply interested in educational affairs, did much toward securing good schools 
and competent teachers. Whatever he did he did well and his record is one well 
worthy of emulation. He died in Danville in 1857. In his family were six , 
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children: Maria Louise, born at Butler Point, Vermilion county, February 22. i 

1827; Benjamin Franklin, born in Danville, April 19, 1829; Amos S., of this I 

review; Charlotte E., born December 30, 1833; Mary Julie, born January 12. ' 
1836; and Enoch A., born July 15, 1838. 

Born in Danville when this region was a frontier settlement, Amos S. Wil- 
liams early became familiar with pioneer life. His early education was obtained 
in the schools of this county and he later pursued his studies at Paris, Illinois. 
He  began his business career as a hardware merchant in Danville, but subse- I 

quently spent seven years in California, and on his return to this state resumed 
the hardware business here. Later he turned his attention to the queen's ware 
and coal business, which he carried on for a number of years, but his last days 
were spent in honorable retirement from labor. As time passed he became in- 
terested in many important enterprises of the city, whose success was due largely 
to his untiring and well directed efforts. He was a man of excellent business 
ability and sound judgment and in tbe conduct of his affairs met with well de- 
served success. He assisted in establishing and conducting the Iron Wagon 
Works, one of the early factories of the city, also the Starch Works and a box 
factory and was vice president of the first street car company organized in Dan- 
ville. Through such business connections he materially assisted in the develop- 
ment and upbuilding of the city and did much to promote its prosperity. - 

Mr. Williams was married February IS, 1860, to Miss Sarah Jane Gregson, 
who was born in Danville, October 19, 1835. Her father, George Gregson, was 
also a pioneer of Vermilion county and was of English birth, but crossed the At- 
lantic to America in early life. He died when Mrs. Williams was only seven 
weeks old. The children born to our subject and his wife are : Mrs. Lynne Beck- 
with; Ernest, who died when about nine years of age; Victor and Carroll. 

In early manhood Mr. Williams united with the Methodist church but later 
became an active member of the Episcopal church and took an active part in its 
work, also contributing liberally to its support. Politically he affiliated with the 
democratic party but never took an active part in politics aside from voting, as 
his extensive business interests claimed his undivided attention. He was a life- 
long resident of Danville and had a very wide acquaintance throughout this sec- 
tion of the State, especially among those who had been active in shaping the 
course of events. He  passed away on the 14th of February, 1891, and a life of 
genuine and unostentatious usefulness was brought to a close, his sterling worth, 
however, being manifest in the appreciation of his large circle of friends. 

D. M. WYMAN. 

Fifty-eight years ago D. M. Wyman, a farmer now living retired at  Potomac, 
located in Vermilion county. He  was then nineteen years of age, at  the be- 
ginning of an active career which continued without intermission until five years 
ago, since which time he has rested from his labors and now enjoys the repose 
that is earned by one who through a long life has attempted to perform his 
duty. Since Mr. Wyrnan located in this region great transformations have 
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t&en place in Vermilion county and throughout the entire country. The county, 
then thinly settled and just emerging from its primitive condition, now blossoms 
with thriving farms and established communities. The vast territory to the 
west as fa r  as the Pacific ocean has been settled; the Civil war came and passed, 
leaving its impress on the whole country and even throughout the entire world; 
the railroads and telegraph have been introduced and all the comforts that we 
now recognize as such important features in modern civilization became avail- 
able. Mr. Wyman has contributed his part toward this end and now, having 
laid aside the implements of agriculture, in the peace of his home he reviews 
the past, many of the scenes being as clear in his memory as of they had trans- 
pired only yesterday. 

Mr. Wyman was born in Athens county, Ohio, July 4, 1833, and is the son 
of De Marquis and Parmelia (Johnson) Wyman, the former a native of Steu- 
ben county, New York, and the latter also a native of the Empire state. The 
father of our subject grew to manhood in his native state and then decided 
to seek his fortune in the west, which was at that time largely a wilderness. 
Means of transportation being limited and the roads few and very poorly con- 
structed, he built a boat with his own hands on the upper waters of the Ohio 
river and floated down that stream to Marietta, a town founded by settlers on 
the Ohio river in 1788. Landing a t  this place, he traveled over land to Athens, 
one of the old settlements of Ohio, and built a mill. The region about Athens 
was thickly wooded. He  decided to establish himself in the lumber business, 
conveying the product of his mill by water to Louisville, Kentucky, which was 
the nearest market of importance then available. On his first trip to Louisville 
Mr. Wyman was seized by cholera, then ravaging the frontier settlements, and 
died far from home and among strangers. This was in 1833, the same year in 
which the subject of this review was born. The mother long survived her hus- 
band, departing this life at an advanced age, in 1891. Seven children were born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Wyman, two of whom are now living: D. M., the subject of 
this review; and Lavisa, the widow of John Trebilcock, a pioneer of Van Buren 
county, Illinois, who died August 29, 1910. 

D. M. Wyman was educated in the public schools and on account of the 
death of his father was early thrown upon his own resources and became ac- 
quainted .with labor, thus developing a sturdy spirit of self-reliance that has 
been an important element in his life. In 1852, being then nineteen years of 
age and realizing the importance of an early start for any young man who 
hopes to be master of his own destiny, he located land at Cherry Grove, in this 
county, on Eight Mile Prairie. This land he improved and developed into a 
fertile farm, upon which he lived until five years ago, when he retired to Po- 
tomac. He  is now the om7ner of four hucdred and seventy-five acres of land in 
Middlefork township and also of valuable property in Potomac. 

In  1856 Mr. FVyman was united in marriage to Miss Catherine Spencer, 
of McLean county, this state. Two children were born of the union: Mary, 
now deceased; and IVilliam, a farmer, of Middlefork township. Being de- 
prived of his wife by death, Mr. Wyman was married in 1860 to Miss Mahala 
Juvenall, who proved to him a helpful and loving companion for forty-five 
years and departed this iife September 5, 1905. Four children were born of  
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this union: Austin J., Lily, the wife of Charles Cunningham, and Charles Wy- 
man, all living upon the home farm; and Elijah J., a farmer of Ross township. 

Mr. Wyman cast his first vote as an  old line whig and when that party was 
merged into the republican party, he adopted the principles of its successor 
and has ever since been an ardent republican. H e  is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church and as one of the early settlers of the county whose activi- 
ties have always been in behalf of the upbuilding of the community, he is 
eminently worthy of mention in this volume. Esteemed wherever his name 
is known, everybody has a good word for D. M. LVyman. 

DR. T. H. RUNYON. 

To no profession as much as to the medical does the health and happiness of 
a community owe its existence, and of this profession Dr. T. H. Runyon has 
been a successful and prominent representative for more than four decades. One 
of Kentucky's contributions to the citizenship of Illinois, he was born in Mason 
county on the 25th of April, 1831, a son of Daniel and Ruth (Robison) Runyon, 
both natives of that state, where their entire lives were spent. He was the 
youngest in a family of nine children, and has two sisters still surviving, the elder 
being now in her ninety-fourth year. 

Reared in his native state, Dr. T. H. Runyon is indebted to the public schools 
of Kentucky for his early educational privileges, and after his graduation there- 
from, when but eighteen years of age, he entered upon a medical course at  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. Later he entered the Jefferson Medical College at Philadelphia, 
from which he was graduated with the class of 1855, after which he located 
for  practice a t  Mays Lick, Kentucky, where he remained for four years. At the 
expiration of that period he went to Louisiana and was there engaged in the 
practice of his profession until the opening of the Civil war, when, laying aside 
all personal interests, he joined the southern army, enlisting as a private in Com- 
pany F., Louisiana Cavalry. Later he was promoted to the rank of sergeant and 
participated in many of the important and hotly contested battles of the war, in- 
cluding Chickamauga, Mills Springs, Lookout Rlot~ntain, Missionary Ridge and 
many others. H e  served throughout the entire period of hostilities and was mus- 
tered out at Holly Springs, Mississippi, with a most creclitable military record. 

After the close of the war Dr. Runyon returned to Kentucky and resumed 
the pratcice of his chosen calling, there remaining until 1869, in which year he 
came to Catlin, Illinois, and practiced here until 1875, when he went to Florida 
and there opened an office. Later he went to RlcLean county, Illinois, locating 
a t  Normal, and after spending four years in that city went to Perrysville, Indiana, 
where he remained a similar period, after which he again came to Catlin and 
has since practiced here. He  has been accorded a good patronage, for his 
thorough preparatory training, supplemented by many years of practical expe- 
~ience,  has made him a valuable member of the medical fraternity. He has ever 
recognized the responsibilities that devolve upon him in his chosen calling and 
has been most conscientious in the discharge of all duties connected therewith, 
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so that he has won the trust and confidence of a large patronage. Although he 
has almost reached the eightieth milestone on life's journey he yet remains the 
loved family physician of many households and is recognized as  one of the well- 
known and able physicians of Catlin. 

I t  was in 1868 that Dr. Runyon was united in marriage to Miss Cora L. 
Triplett, a native of Kentucky, who passed away in 1880. By her marriage 
she had become the mother of six children, namely: William H.; Kate L., the 
wife of Albert Olmsted, of Louisiana; Clay T., a resident of Kingfisher, Okla- 
homa ; and three who have now passed away, the fourth and fifth in order of birth 
being twins. After the death of his first wife Dr. Runyon was again united in 
marriage, his second union being with Miss Tilly A. Onley, the ceremony be- 
ing celebrated in 1883. She is a native of London, England, and a daughter of 
Richard Onley. 

The Doctor and his wife hold membership in the Church of Christ, the 
teachings of which form the guiding influences in their lives and in the work 
of which they are deeply interested. In  his fraternal relations Dr. Runyon is 
identified with the Masonic order, holding membership in the blue lodge, in 
which he has filled part of the chairs, and is also one of the charter members 
of the Odd Fellow lodge of Catlin. Politically he gives his support to the 
democratic party but has never desired nor sought office as a reward for party 
fealty, preferring to concentrate his time and energies upon his professional 
duties. Although he has long since passed the Psalmist's allotted span of three 
score years and ten, he is still an active worker in the world's work. A man of 
high and pure ideals, he is well fitted to fill the intimate place which is naturally 
that of a family physician in any community, and in all relations of life, whether 
private, public or professional, he has been found a citizen of genuine worth. 

AUGUSTUS H. STARR. 

Augustus H. Starr, one of the resourceful farmers of Vermilion county, 
who lives upon a well improved farm which he acquired by his own exertions, 
in a native of this county, born June 10, 1874. H e  is the son of James and 
Maria (Reiser) Starr, who settled upon a farm in this county many years 
ago and are now living retired at Danville, enjoying the fruits of well directed 
industry. They are the owners of the beautiful residence in which they live 
and of a productive farm of one hundred and twenty-five acres in Newell town- 
ship. Six children were born to them: Frederick H., who is now living at Lane, 
South Dakota; WiIliam R., of Danville; Augustus H., the subject of this review; 
Franklin E., a resident of Denver, Colorado; Harry G., of Vermilion county; 
and Orton R., who is living at home. The children were all given the ad- 
vantages of education not only in the common schools but in business college. 
Franklin E. Starr showed a decided inclination for intellectual pursuits and is 
a graduate of Grier College of Hoopeston, also of the Union Christian College 
of Xllerom, Indiana. 
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Augustus H. Starr remained upon the home farm until he was twenty-five 
years of age, becoming one of the most successful young farmers in this region 
and evincing an interest in agricultural pursuits that gave promise of ample 
returns in the years to come. In 1% when his parents moved to Danville, he 
assumed charge of the old homestead and operated it for three years. How- 
ever; desiring to become independent, he purchased a farm of ninety acres, 
which he has greatly improved and which is now one of the highly productive 
places in the township. 

On November 28, 1899, Mr. Starr was united in marriage to Miss Alice 
Jenkins, a daughter of Richard M. and Lucinda (Mullen) Jenkins, who were 
both natives of Ohio and came to Illinois in 1861, settling on what was known 
as the Newel1 farm, formerly owned by the man in whose honor the town- 
ship was named. Here they lived until called to their final rest, the mother 
departing this life September 29, 1899, and the father less than three years 
afterward, on January 22, 1902. They rest side by side in Walnut Corner ceme- 
tery, where they await their last summons, surrounded by many of their old 
friends and associates. Mrs. Starr is the youngest of five children born to her 
parents: John Franklin, who was born June 7, 1855, and now lives in Newell 
township; Elnora F., who was born May 25, 1857, and is living upon the old 
homestead; Clara Dell, who was born February 13, 1859, and died April 15 
following; Samuel Albert, who was born August 13, 1864, and is living on the 
old homestead; Alice, now Mrs. Starr, who was born October 24, 1869. 

Mr. Starr gives his time and attention to farming and stock-raising and 
by close application, and the use of good judgment in all his operations he has 
been successful in a high degree. He is greatly interested in the welfare of 
the community and has given its educational system the attention of an intelli- 
gent citizen, serving for seven years on the school board. He is a republican 
in his political views, his faith being founded on the conviction of the political 
equality of man. He has always aimed to meet every obligation of life with 
confidence and courage and to perform his duties to the best of his ability. As 
the result he has gained an enviable reputation as one of the representative 
men of this region. 

HARDY H. WHITLOCK. 

Few of the native sons of Vermilion county have taken a more active or 
prominent part in public affairs than Hardy H. Whitlock, who is now so effi- 
ciently serving as county treasurer. H e  was born in Georgetown on the 19th 
of January, 1867, and is a son of James and Eliza (Henderson) Whitlock. 
The birth of the father occurred near Knoxville, Tennessee, of which state 
his parents were also natives. Being strict abolitionists, they finally came north 
about 1832, making the journey with an ox-team and linchpin wagon. Ver- 
milion county was their destination and the grandfather was one of the pioneer 
blacksmiths of this region, conducting 2 shop on the old salt works road near 
the Indiana state line. With the early development and upbuilding of this 
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county the family have since been prominently identified and have ever borne 
their part in the work of progress. 

During his boyhood Hardy H. Whitlock attended the common schools of 
Georgetown but at  the age of thirteen years was obliged to lay aside his text- 
books and begin the battle of life for himself. He  was first employed on a 
farm and later was for five years connected with the old Cook House, being 
in the employ of S. J. Cook, proprietor, who conducted both a hotel and livery. 
It was on the 7th of April, 1888, that he came to Danville to  accept the position 
of foreman in Lamrn's livery and sale stable, holding that position until elected 
constable in 1893. Since that time he has devoted his entire attention to public 
affairs and has proved a most capable official. In  1902 he was elected sheriff 
of the county and while serving in that office had an experience which he will 
long remember. On the evening of July 25, 1903, a colored man got into a fight 
with a white man by the name s f  Gatter in a saloon on East Main street. Dur- 
ing the melee the white man was killed by the negro, who was arrested and 
taken to the city prison by the police. A crowd of Gatter svmpathizers follo~ved 
the patrol wagon and demanded the negro, but the police refused to give him 
up and in the course of about two hours the crowd, surging around the jail, 
succeeded in getting the prisoner out and killed him with a crowbar. His body 
was then dragged through the streets to where the white man was killed and 
then to the county jail, before which it was burned. The mob then demanded 
admittance to the jail in order to take out the other prisoners, of whom there 
were quite a number, and when Mr. Whitlock refused admittance they broke 
down the door, but he and his deputies held them at bay all night until the 
militia arrived. Several assaults were made without success and in the course 
of events the sheriff emptied several shots into the crowd but no one was killed. 
He was successful in making the ring leaders, fourteen of whom were sent to 
the penitentiary for participating in the riot and several served jail sentences. 
This was the first real defense of the jail in the United States and his course 
has since been followed by sheriffs throughout the country. In 1906 he was 
elected county treasurer and is now filling that office with credit to himself 
and to  the entire satisfaction of his constituents. 

On  the 12th of June, 1892, Mr. Whitlock was married in Danville to Miss 
Laura E. Donnelly, a daughter of Hiram P. Donnelly, who served as provost 
marshal in the southern district of Indiana during the Civil war. His family 
were pioneers of Brown county, that state. The children born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Whitlock are Chris C., George E., Frieda M., Edna L. and Robert C. 

In religious faith Mr. Whitlock is a Presbyterian and is officially connected 
with Immanuel church and also with several church societies. H e  is also promi- 
nently identified with fraternal orders, having for a number of years served 
as  presiding officer of Vermilion Camp, No. 254. M. W. A., and is an honored 
member of the Masonic order, the Knights of Pythias. the Independent Order 
of Odd Fello\vs and the Court of Honor. Since attaining his majority he has 
affiliated with the republican party and has become a recognized leader in its 
ranks. He assisted in electing the reform board of supervisors, who in three 
years paid up the county debt of one hundred and twenty thousand dollars, and 
in other ways has been instrumental in advancing the interests of his city and 
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county. Public-spirited to a marked degree, he never withholds his support 
from any enterprise which he believes will prove of public benefit, and he has 
always been found true to every trust reposed in him, whether of a public or 
private nature. 

ALBERT MARION EAREL, M. D. 

In a comparison of the relative value to mankind of the different professions, 
many accord that of the practice of medicine highest rank. At all events the 
great majority consider this one of the most useful as well as the most hunor- 
able occupations to which man can direct his energies and it is known that no 
profession is so little commercialized, for the physician is continually called upon 
for aid when no remuneration can be expected and moreover the profession 
is continually giving its knowledge to the public that the general health may be 
safeguarded through the prevention of disease. Dr. Earel has made for him- 
self a creditable name as an able physician and aside from general practice he 
has made a specialty of the eye, ear, nose and throat, in which field he has 
gained particular skill. 

His birthplace was a log cabin near Abingdon, Knox county, Illinois, and 
his natal day was June 22, 1866. His parents were Harvey Dale and AbigaI 
(Linn) Earel. On the paternal side Dr. Earel is descended from English 
ancestry early represented in Virginia, and in the maternal line from Pennsyl- 
vania Germans. His great-great-grandfather came to America with La Fayette 
and fought under him in the Revolutionary war. The grandfather was a native 
of Maryland and his father was born in the Old Dominion. The latter passed 
away in February, 1898, but the mother of Dr. Earel is still living, making her 
home with him at the age of seventy-nine years. 

In the district schools Dr. Earel acquired his early education, which was 
supplemented by study in Knox College at Galesburg. His professional train- 
ing was received in Rush Medical College of Chicago, from which he was grad- 
uated on the 31st of March, 1891. He afterward entered the Presbyterian 
Hospital of Chicago, acting as assistant to the house surgeon for a year and a 
half, beginning in 1890. Making a specialty of the eye and ear, he became a 
member of the hospital staff of the eye and ear infirmary at  Lincoln, Nebraska, 
and likewise did hospital work in Norton, Kansas, in St. Elizabeth's Hospital 
at ~incbln,  Nebraska, and in Jacksonville, Illinois, his hospital connections cover- 
ing nine years. 

In December, 1903, Dr. Earel came to Hoopeston. Here he entered upon the 
general practice of medicine, in which he has since continued and a liberal patron- 
age has been accorded him. Since his graduation from Rush Medical College in 
1891, Dr. Eard has studied extensively, doing considerable post-graduate work 
and also much private reading and research. In 1897 he did post-graduate work 
as interne at Aupstana Hospital, and in the summer of 1899 he attended the 
Philadelphia polyclinic. The same year he was a student in the Chicago Eye, 
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Ear, Nose and Throat College and has also attended the eye and 
ear infirmary of New York city, and in 1903 the Chicago eye and ear 
infirmary. In the fall of 1908 he spent some time in investigations in the Royal 
Ophthalmic Hospital of London, England, and in the winter of 1908 at the 
University of Vienna in Austria. He is stiIl devoting time to his specialty, suc- 
cessfulIy treating diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat, and a t  the same time 
he continues in the general practice of medicine, his ability winning him a liberal 
patronage. He keeps in touch with the advanced thought of the profession 
through his membership in organizations for the promulgation of a knowledge 
of the science of medicine, beIonging to the Hoopeston hiedical Society, the 
Vermilion County Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society, the Home- 
opathic State Medical Society and the American hledical Association. Aside 
from his profession he has some business interests, being a trustee and treasurer 
of St. Helen's Ore & Power Company and also of the Pacific Power & Railway 
Company. 

On the 30th of December, 1892, Dr. Earel was married, in Hoopeston, Illi- 
nois, to Miss Sadie Honeywell, the youngest daughter of Alba Honeywell, one 
of the most distinguished and honored citizens that has ever resided in Hoopes- 
ton. Dr. Earel takes an active and helpful interest in public affairs, holds mem- 
bership in the Commercial Club, is a member of the board of education and a 
member of the city council. His political allegiance is given to the republican 
party and in this, as in all other vital matters, he stands firmly in support of 
his honest convictions. Fraternally he is a Knight of Pythias, a Woodman of 
America and a Mason. He  has taken the Royal Arch degree of the York 
Rite and attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. A cordial, genial 
manner makes him popular with many friends and sterling worth has gained 
him the high regard of all. His religious faith is that of the Universalist church. 
The home of Dr. and Mrs. Earel is one of the most hospitable in Hoopeston and 
is the center of many of the most delightful social functions held in the city. 

AUGUSTUS LIVINGSTOX IIEBSTER. 

Forty-three years ago Augustus Livingston Webster became connected with 
the mercantile interests of Danville and continuously throughout the interven- 
ing period he has been identified with the business interests of the city. His 
record is such as any man might be proud to possess, for he has never made 
an engagement that he has not fulfilled nor incurred obligations that he has 
not met. In the legitimate channels of trade he has sought his success, plac- 
ing his dependence upon the substantial qualities of industry, perseverance, and 
the wise utilization of apportunities. 

Mr. Webster was born in Conneaut, Ashtabula county, Ohio, February 17, 
1842, and is a son of Daniel Noble and Emma (Wallingford) W-ebster, the 
former a native of Swanton, Vermont, and the latter of Stanstead, Province 
of Quebec, Canada. Both were descended from good old New England fam- 
ilies, our subject being of the eighth generation from John Webster, who came 
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to  this country from England about 1633 and settled in Hartford, Connecticut, 
where he became a member of the general court in 1637 and was elected gov- 
ernor of the colony of Connecticut in 1656. He  died at Hadley, Massachusetts, 
in 1661. On the maternal side our subject traces his lineage to David and 
Elizabeth (Lemar) Wallingford, both natives of New Hampshire, the former 
having been born in Bradford in 1744 and the latter in Hollis in 1747. The 
Wallingford family was also of English origin and was founded in the new 
world in an early day. 

During his boyhocd Augustus L. Webster attended Conneaut Academy at 
Conneaut, Ohio, but his education has principally been acquired through con- 
tact with the world after leaving school at the age of sixteen years to commence 
the battle of life. H e  was first engaged in the hardware business in Conneaut 
where he opened a store in 1864, but two years later removed to Aurora, Illi- 
nois, where he continued in the same line of trade until coming to Danville in 
1867. Here he opened a hardware store in partnership with the late George 
B. Yeomans and they carried on the same together until 1879 when they sold 
out to Messrs. Giddings & Patterson, who continued the business for many years 
in the building erected by Mr. IVebster at  the corner of West Main and Frank- 
lin streets. After disposing of his hardware stock in 1879 Mr. Webster em- 
barked in the wholesale grocery business with the late Robert Coddington, under 
the firm name of R. Coddington & Company, but in 1884 he withdrew from 
that firm and established a wholesale business for himself under the firm name 
of A. L. Webster & Company. In 1889 A. H. Heinly was admitted to part- 
nership and for seven years the business was conducted under the style of 
Webster & Heinly. In  February, 1896, the Webster Grocery Company was 
incorporated and is now doing business at  the corner of North street and Wash- 
ington avenue, where they own and occupy a fine large building well equipped 
in all its appointments. The company has a paid up capital and surplus of one 
hundred and forty thousand dollars and has a large trade which extends over 
a large amount of territory. Its officers are A. L. Webster, president, George 
R. Angle, vice president, and Lewis Williams, secretary and treasurer. 

Mr. Webster was married in Conneaut, Ohio, September 30, 1862, to Miss 
Eliza E. Innis, an adopted daughter of Dr. James and Harriet Innis. She was 
born at Fairview, Pennsylvania, a daughter of Thomas and Eliza Baxter, but 
as her mother died at her birth, she was adopted by Dr. Innis and his wife with 
whom she made her home until her marriage. Later she was enabled to re- 
turn their great kindness by giving her foster mother a home for many years. 
Mr. and Mrs. Webster became the parents of four children, namely: Emma H., 
who died in Danville, January 5, 1898; Katie M., who died in Danville, March 
7, 1899; Clara M., who was married in 1893 to Dale Remble now deceased; 
and Nellie E., the wife of Dr. R. L. Hatfield. 

In  1862 when the Confederate general, Kirby Smith. made a raid north- 
ward from Kentucky and threatened to march through the state of Ohio to 
Lake Erie, Mr. Webster enlisted as a member of the militia company belonging 
to the Ohio Squirrel Hunters Brigade and aided in repelling this invasion. The 
republican party finds in him a stanch supporter of its principles but he has 
never cared for  official honors, having served only as a member of the school 
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and library boards and as assistant supervisor for two terms. As a public- 
spirited citizen, however, he takes an active interest in those measures which 
he believes will prove of public benefit and has served as president of the Dan- 
ville public library and as treasurer of the Spring Hill Cemetery Association. 
H e  is one of the prominent Masons of this section of the state, holding mem- 
bership with all the Masonic bodies of Danville and also with the Oriental Con- 
sistory of Chicago, having attained to the thirty-second degree in the Scottish 
Rite. H e  was grand commander of the Illinois Knights Templar in 1895-1896 
and is also identified with Danville Lodge, No. 332, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. His business affairs, however, claim the greater part of his 
time and attention and he was for many years a director of the Palmer National 
Bank and also a director of the Vermilion County Building Association, with 
which he has been connected for many years. He is justly accorded a place 
among the prominent and representative citizens of Danville, for he belongs 
to that class of men whose enterprising spirit is used not alone for their own 
benefit. He also advances the general good and promotes the public prosperity 
by his able management of individual interests. He has excellent ability as 
an organizer, forms his plans readily and is determined in their execution. This 
enabies him to conquer obstacles which deter many a man and it has been one 
of the salient features in his success. 

L. D. LANE. 

L. D. Lane, a man of strong and forceful individuality and marked busi- 
ness ability, has in the course of an active life constantly worked his way up- 
ward and each advance step in his career has brought him a broader outlook 
and wider opportunities. He has carefully noted and used his advantages for 
progress and is today one of the successful men of his part of the county, be- 
ing now engaged in banking in Henning. His birth occurred in Vermilion 
county on the 21st of August, 1855, his parents being W. V. and Sarah J. 
(Crawford) Lane. The father was born in Vinton county, Ohio, in 1829, and 
the mother is also a native of the Buckeye state. Removing westward they 
settled in Vermilion county at an early period in its development and are still 
residents of Henning, the father now having passed the eighty-first milestone 
on life's journey. 

Spending his youthful days under the parental roof L. D. Lane pursued 
his early education in the Balaam school and afterward continued his studies 
in Greenhill, Indiana. He  began farming at the age of twenty-two years and 
iii following that pursuit laid the foundation for his later success in life. In 
all business affairs he has been found practical as well as progressive and his 
energy and determination have enabled him to ,overcome all the difficulties and 
obstacles in his path. After many years devoted to farming he turned his at- 
tention to the grain business which he followed a t  Henning for five years. 
Banking has since claimed his attention and he is conducting in Henning what 
is now regarded as one of the safe financial institutions of the county, a gen- 
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era1 banking business being carried on along progressive lines that are tempered 
with a conservatism that thoroughly safeguards the interests of depositers and 
has brought to the institution a reputation for thorough reliability and trust- 
worthiness. 

Mr. Lane has been married twice. H e  first wedded Miss Riaria Wilson, 
who died in 1888 and was laid to rest in Potomac. Mr. Lane has since mar- 
ried Miss Anna Godwin, who has also passed away and her grave was like- 
wise made in the Potomac cemetery. By his first marriage he has a daughter, 
Mrs. Edna Wyman, who has one son, Lemuel D.; and by the second marriage 
there is one son, Vinton, seventeen years of age, who is now a student in Green- 
vi le  College. 

Mr. Lane is a valued member of several fraternal organizations, including 
the Masons, the Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias. He is loyal to their 
teachings and principles and is, moreover, a devoted member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, to the support of which he contributes liberally. His en- 
tire life has been passed in Vermilion county, so that he has a wide acquaint- 
ance within its borders, and the high regard which is uniformly tendered him 
is evidence of the fact that his life has been well spent. In business he is pro- 
gressive, carrying forward to successful completion whatever he undertakes and 
utilizing the opportunities that are presented for progress. He correctly judges 
his own capacities and powers and also those things which make up life's con- 
tacts and experiences, and, never placing fictitious values upon opportunities 
or conditions, he has by the wise use of his time and talents gained a creditable 
position in business circles, success long attending his efforts. 

B. F. LEONARD. 

B. F. Leonard, a life-long resident of Vermilion county, now living at Poto- 
rnac, was born in Middlefork township, October 10, 1855. He is a son of Will- 
iam J. and Sarah (Cronkheite) Leonard, the former a native of Kentucky and 
the latter of Hamilton county, Ohio. When quite young the father came with 
his parents to this portion of the country and was one of the men who assisted 
in redeeming the wild lands and establishing the valuable farms that are now to 
be seen all over the county. He was married in Indiana to Sarah Cronkheite, 
who died at her home in this township in 1873, and he was called to his final rest 
three years later. Nine children were born to them: James, now living in Poto- 
rnac; Katherine, Elijah, John C., Adeline, Mary and Dorothy, all deceased; B. 
F., the subject of this sketch; and William H., a resident of Pomeroy, Washing- 
ton. 

B. F. Leonard was educated in the common schools and continued at home un- 
til he was seventeen years of age, when he went to Rossville, Illinois, and began 
learning the wagon-maker's trade. Even as a youth he had shown special rnechani- 
cal talent and he soon learned the trade, which he followed until 1876, when he 
began farming in Middlefork township. Nine years ago he took up his residence 
in Potomac and is now working at the carpenter's trade. H e  is the owner of 
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one hundred and fif.ty-one acres of land in Middlefork township and a house 
and two !ots in Potomac. He has always been an  industrious man and has 
lived to see himself in middle life in independent circumstances as the result of 
his own labor. H e  is of the type of men who would make their way anywhere, 
who are not overcome by temporary difficulties and who generally win, for they 
feel that while there is life there is hope. At his trade or on the farm he has 
used good judgment, and thus he became the owner of property which is appre- 
ciated because it has by the sweat of his brow been earned. True indeed that 
we never really own anything in the sense of duly appreciating it unless by our 
own exertion it has been earned. 

In 1878 Mr. Leonard was united in marriage to Miss Emma J. Swisher and 
four children have been born to them: Zetta -A., now the wife of Charles Villers, 
a farmer of Ross township, this county; Rosa, now Mrs. Irwin Butler, whose 
husband is a farmer of Middlefork township; Cora, the wife of Harry Bird, a 
carpenter of Potomac; and Alva. who is editor of the Potomac Record and a 
sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this volume. Mr. and Mrs. Leonard have 
reared a family now all grown. happily settled in life and fairly started on a 
useful career. 

Mrs. Leonard is a member of the Christian church and a woman who has 
contributed her share in advancing the interests of the neighborhood and of 
those with whom she has been associated. Mr. Leonard was formerly allied 
with the democratic party but of recent years, having carefully noted the evil 
effects of the liquor business, he has been an ardent champion of prohibition. 
He  is a man of decided views and he accepts the teachings of the United Breth- 
ren church as those in accord with holy writ and in the work of the church he 
takes a lively interest. Both he and his wife are held in high esteem in this 
region, where both are well known and where he has been recognized ever since 
he reached maturity as an honorable and upright citizen. 

GEORGE S. HOFF. 

George S. Hoff. a prominent resident of Danville since Xovernber, 1897, is 
engaged in the real-estate. farm loans and insurance business, and the progress 
that he has made in this field is indicative of his peculiar fitness for the work 
that he has undertaken. He is now accorded an extensive clientage and an- 
nually negotiates many important property transfers. 

One of the native sons of Vermilion county, Mr. Hoff was born on a farm in 
Butler township about two miles from the village of Blue Grass. February 7, 
1859. His father, Amos Hoff. was born in Montgomery county. Indiana, in 
1833, and in 1856 was married in Fountain county, Indiana, to Harriet A. Black- 
ford, who was born in 1836. The year following their marriage they took up 
their abode on a farm in Butler township, Vermilion county, Illinois, and made 
it their home continuously until I@, when they removed to Rossville. Mr. Hoff 
had much to do with the organization and development of Butler township and 
with the establishment of its schools, his labors being a potent element for prog- 
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ress there. Unto him and his wife were born four children: George S., Jerusha 
A., the wife of John 0 .  Jenkins, now a resident of Henning, Illinois ; Minnie C., 
the wife of Samuel H. Crandall, living on a farm northwest of Danville ; and 
Maggie M., the wife of Henry W. Howell, of Butler township. 

In  his youthful days George S. Hoff was a pupil in the Murphy school near 
his .father's home and afterward pursued a course in the Chilcote Brothers Nor- 
mal School of Danville. In the fall of 1881 he began teaching in the home dis- 
trict, and in order to further qualify for the profession entered the State Kormal 
at Normal, Illinois, near Bloomingon, in 1884, there remaining for two years. 
In 1886 and 1887 he was engaged in teaching in Pilot township, and while teach- 
ing there he met Carrie B. Vinson, the daughter of John E. Vinson, to whom 
he was married in 1888. In the fall of 1888 he took charge of the school at the 
Central schoolhouse near Henning, Illinois, and began housekeeping in a log 
cabin near the school building. In  the spring of 1889 he removed from the cabin 
to a farm near Oakwood, consisting of two hundred acres, that was known as 
the Collett farm, but was engaged to teach the Oakwood school at  what at  that 
time was known as Blue Corner. In 18% he and his wife contracted, with prac- 
tically no money to start the proposition, to buy eighty acres of the John E. 
Vinson farm, upon which they removed in the spring of 1890, occupied it the 
greater part of two years, but in the fall of 1891 he accepted the principalship 
of the Catlin school, holding the same for  a period of two years. In  the fall 
of 1893 he was elected as principal of the Indianola school at Indianola, Illinois, 
but removed with his family in 1894 to Danville, purchasing a small home on 
Franklin street, but having had for many years a strong desire to complete the 
course at the State Normal, he removed with his family to Normal, Illinois, 
and again entered the State Normal school, graduating in 1897. Much of Mr. 
Hoff's success, both in the schod and in his business career later, is due to the 
assistance and encouragement of his wife. I t  was largely due to her untiring 
efforts that he was enabled to pursue the course in the State Normal during the 
years from 1895 to 1897. 

After his graduation Mr. Hoff was awarded the position of principal of 
one of the ward schools at Ottawa, Illinois, taking charge of the same in Septem- 
ber, 1897, but because of failing health he was compelled to resign at the end 
of two months, giving up his position and removing to Danville, reaching here 
in November, broken in health and somewhat discouraged. After looking over 
the situation and taking the counsel of some friends he was induced to turn his 
attention to the business of real estate, farm loans and insurance, and accord- 
ingly opened an office at his present quarters, rooms 308 and 309 in what is now 
known as the Daniel building, February I, 1898, by securing simply desk room 
in the corner of room 308. Here again he was assisted by his wife who took 
charge of the office while he was compelled to be out drumming up business. 
His business prospered, and he now occupies the entire suite, has two beautiful 
and well appointed rooms and has a corps of assistants to aid him in carrying 
on the work of the office. In 1904 he found that it was practically impossible 
to carry on the business as it should be done single-handed, and he took in as a 
partner George Young, and the firm has since been known as Hoff & Young. 
During these years Mr. Hoff has bought and sold much city property, erected 
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many houses, several of which he still owns. He  has had to do with making 
many of the farm loans of the county and has a fair patronage of the insurance 
of the city. Unfaltering industry and laudable ambition, honesty of purpose 
and kindness to all have constituted the basis of success which has crowned his 
efforts. In  1901 he built the residence that he now occupies at 119 Franklin 
street. Mr. Hoff has large farming interests and owns considerable farm land. 
-4t the present time he is a member of the board of directors of the Emery 
Dry Goods Company and has been for the past eight years a member of the 
board of directors of Lake View Hospital. 

Mrs. Hoff is the youngest daughter of the pioneer preacher, Rev. John E. 
Vinson, who has been dead for a number of years. Her mother, Mrs. Elizabeth 
E. Vinson, is still living and is hale and hearty at  the advanced age of eighty- 
three years. Mr. and Mrs. Hoff have one daughter, Reva C., who was born 
on the farm near Oakwood in 1889. She attended the public schools of Dan- 
ville and took an active part in all the students7 enterprises of the school. She 
is now a student in the school of music of the Northwestern University a t  
Evanston, Illinois. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hoff and daughter are prominent members of the Kimber 
Methodist Episcopal church of the city of Danville. Mr. Hoff affiliates with 
the prohibition party and has been closely identified with the same for the last 
twenty years, and for many years has been doubtless the leading spirit of that 
party in this locality and the cause of temperance finds him an unfaltering 
champion. Moreover, he stands for all that is right and just in the relations 
of man with his fellowmen, his influence ever being on the side of right, reform 
and progress. 

HARVEY B. SMART. 

Harvey B. Smart, an enterprising farmer of Newel1 township, was born in 
Illinois, November 11, 1873, and is a son of James F. and Mary C. (Glenn) 
Smart the father a native of Indiana and the mother of this county. James F. 
Smart came to Illinois with his parents when he was eighteen years of age and after 
his marriage rented land and began farming in this county but was soon called 
away, departing this life in February, 1875. In 1877 the mother of our sub- 
ject was married to EmanueI Wilson, a farmer! who came to this state from 
Ohio and here engaged in farming until 1902, when he and his wife retired, 
since living at Bismarck. Harvey B. Smart was the only child by his mother's 
Erst marriage. By her second union she became the mother of eight children: 
Nora E., Ora E., Robert F., John E., Grace, who died in infancy, Sherman, 
Douglas and Ross. 

The subject of this sketch attended the public schools and assisted upon 
the farm until he arrived a t  the age of sixteen years. H e  then yielded to 
the ,spirit of adventure that so often takes possession of youths just passing 
into manhood and, leaving home, he started out to see the great world. His 
journey lay westward and for six years he passed through various experiences 
as a cowboy on the range, a newsboy on the railroad, and a stage driver. At 
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the age of twenty-two, having become satisfied with his adventures and hav- 
ing gained many lessons that proved of inestimable value to him in after years, 
he returned to IlIinois and resumed operations as a farmer. 

On November 13, 1901, Mr. Smart was united in marriage to Mrs. Mary 
E. Richie, a daughter of George D. and Mary (Cox) Huffman, the former 
coming to Illinois from Kentucky and the latter from Park county, Indiana. 
Here they were married in 1856 and lived upon the farm now occupied by 
Mr. and Mrs. Smart. The mother was called to her reward in July, 1902, and 
the father. in March of the following year. T o  Mr. and Mrs. Huffman were 
born seven children: Jchn S., deceased; Daniel P., who died at the age of 
sixteen months; G. D., who died at the age of three months; Emily J., now 
Mrs. Thomas Grider, of Newell township; Mary E., the wife of our subject; 
Edna, who died at the age of three years; and Effie hI., now Mrs. Joseph T. 
Roderick, of Newel1 township. The first marriage of Mrs. Harvey B. Smart 
occurred March 28, 1888, her husband being Charles Richie of this county, 
who died in January, 1895, and was buried in Huffman cemetery, NeweII town- 
ship. There were no children by that union. The grandfather of Mrs. Smart 
was Daniel P. Huffman, who came from Virginia to Illinois and entered the 
land which became the family homestead. The deed to this bears the date of 
1833 and contains the signature of Andrew Jackson, president of the United 
States. I t  is one of the valuable souvenirs of the family and conveyed to Grand- 
father Huffman one hundred and sixty-nine acres of land. The grandmother's 
maiden name was Elizabeth Switzer. She came to Illinois in 1832 and was one 
of the brave pioneer women of the state. 

Mr. Smart is one of the active, intelligent farmers of the community and 
socially is connected with the Modern Woodmen of America, Lodge No. 2405, 
of Bismarck. He and his wife are members of the New Light church and are 
earnest workers in every movement that tends to advance the welfare of the 
neighborhood. Mrs. Smart has been to her husband an intelligent and helpful 
companion, and their home is the center of hospitality and cheerfulness and a 
notable gathering place for the younger generation now coming forward to as- 
sume new and untried responsibilities. 

A. L.li. ELDER. 

A. \V. Elder, who passed away on the 31st of July, 1899, was for many 
years actively and successfully identified with genera1 agricultural pursuits in 
Vermilion county and at the time of his death owned four hundred and six 
acres of valuable land in Georgetown township. His birth occurred near Spring- 
field, Ohio, on the 26th of August, 1852, his parents being John and Phoebe Elder, 
who spent their entire lives in the Buckeye state, He attended the common 
schools in the acquirement of an education and after putting aside his text-books 
learned the carpenter's trade, working at that occupation until 1878, which year 
witnessed his arrival in Vermilion county, Illinois. He took up his abode on a 
farm in Vance township and devoted his attention to  its operation for fifteen 
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years, on the expiration of which period he disposed of the property and pur- 
chased the John E. Cooper place near Georgetown. There he successfully car- 
ried on general farming interests until called to  his final rest in 1899, having ac- 
=umulated four hundred and six acres at the time of his death. He  followed 
the most modern methods of agriculture and was widely recognized as one of 
the substantial and respected citizens of the community. 

On the 26th of October, 1881, Mr. Elder was united in marriage t o  Miss 
Elizabeth Squires, who was born in Guthrie county, Iowa, on the I 5th of January, 
1856. Her parents, IV. B. and America (Sandusky) Squires, are natives of 
Ohio 2nd Kentucky respectively. Following their marriage they removed to 
Iowa but after a short time came to ITerrnilion county. Illinois, residing on a farm 
here until the father retired from active business life. If-. B. Squires is now 
in the eightieth year of his age, while his wife is seventy-six years old. They 
reared a family of seven children, five of whom are yet living. Unto hIr. and 
Mrs. Elder were born seven children, namely: Mrs. Edna E. Smith, now de- 
ceased; who had one child, Earl; Inez B., who is the wife of James D. Hall, of 
Newton, Kansas, and has two children, Berlin and Fern; Edith M., who is the 
wife of Russell C. Banta, of Ridge Farm, and has one child, William; John B.. 
who is still at home with his mother; Eunice A., who gave her hand in mar- 
riage to John W. Jones, of Georgetown township; Glenn, likewise at home; and 
Beulah S., a high school student. 

Mr. Elder was a stanch republican in politics but never sought nor desired 
office as a reward for  his party fealty. Upright and honorable in all the rela- 
tions of life, he won the regard and esteem of those with whom he came in con- 
tact and his demise was deeply mourned by a large circle of friends. His widow 
now makes her home in Georgtown, where she owns two fine residences. Her 
property holdings likewise include two hundred and forty acres of land in Kan- 
sas, valued at one hundred dollars per acre. She is a devoted member of the 
Christian church and exemplifies its teachings in her daily life. 

BERTRAM EUGENE PINKERTON. 

Bertram Eugene Pinkerton, for sixteen years past actively identified with 
the newspaper business of the west and for six pears past proprietor and editor 
of the Rossville Press. of Rossville. Vermilion county, is a native of Tremont, 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, where he was born March 28, 1872, He early 
began his battle with the world and encountered not a few difficulties, but he 
was endowed with a brave heart and a laudable ambition and he allowed no 
obstacle to interfere seriously with his upward progress. As a result he has 
attained a position of independence and has done so mainly through his own 
efforts. His father. Cyrus Levi Pinkerton, was a lawyer and in 1866 and 1868 
served as a member of the Pennsylvania state IegisIature. He married Fannie 
All Singer, and with his family came to Rantoul, Illinois, in 1880. where the 
father died the same year, the mother departing this life in 1886. 
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The subject of this review attended the public schools until fourteen years 
of age and then going to Chicago, he began the battle of life upon his own ac- 
count, working at the printer's trade in the day time and attending school at 
night. He began at the bottom of the ladder, having at the time of his arrival 
only three dollars in his pocket, and of this he paid two dollars and a half for 
his first week's board. When in a reminiscent mood he tells of living for three 
days on ten cents a day, as he was so fortunate as to find an establishment where 
he could buy five doughnuts for five cents. H e  also remembers that he slept 
one night in a South Clark street lodging house, for which accommodation the 
landlord exacted ten cents. But where there is a will there is a way and the 
strange boy in a strange city did not permit himself to become discouraged. He 
worked faithfully in the printing office and gradually acquired a foothold, so 
that he became a student of the University of Illinois at Urbana in I W ,  main- 
taining himself by setting type on the college paper. On account of close appli- 
cation he injured his eyesight to such an extent that he was reluctantly obliged 
to leave college at the time of the holiday season in 1893. Previously he had 
attended night school at  the Chicago Kent College of Law and in 18go was 
graduated from that institution with the degree of LL. B. He was admitted to 
the bar the same year but never practiced. 

Upon leaving the university Mr. Pinkerton went to Sioux City, Iowa, and 
in 1894 started a newspaper at  Leeds, a small town four miles east of Sioux 
City. After making a success of his venture he sold out and in 1895 purchased 
an interest in the Rantoul Press. In  1897 he was appointed grain inspector in 
the state department at Chicago and two years later sold to his partner, F. R. 
Cross, the interest which he held in the newspaper. VCTe next find him at Lin- 
coln, Illinois, owning a quarter interest in the Daily Public of Clinton and also 
one of the owners of the Daily News Herald of Lincoln, Illinois, his brother, 
F. E. Pinkerton and Mr. Cross, being also identified with these papers. In 1904 
he closed out his newspaper interests in Illinois and purchased the Rossville 
Press, with which he has since been actively connected. He  is also a stockhoIder 
in the Farmers National Bank of Rossville and a member of the board of di- 
rectors of the Rossville Creamery. In his management of the newspaper Mr. 
Pinkerton has shown good judgment, increasing its sphere of usefulness and 
contributing in an important degree to the upbuilding of the community. 

On June 6, 1900, Mr. Pinkerton was united in marriage to Miss Jean Smelz, 
a daughter of John and Amanda Smelz, of Maroa, Macon county, this state. 
Five children have blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs. Pinkerton: Reatrice, born 
January 28, 1902 ; John C., February I I, 1903 ; Nancy, February 27, 1904; Allen 
B., October 3, 1905; and Dorothy, December 24, 1906. 

Mr. Pinkerton is a stanch adherent of the republican party, of the "standpat" 
kind, never having been affected with mugwump or insurgent tendencies. So- 
cially he is identified with the Knights of Pythias, the Modern Woodmen of 
America, and the Masonic order, having passed through the chairs in the first 
two organizations named. H e  is also an earnest and consistent member of the 
Methodist church. As the head of an interesting and growing family Mr. Pink- 
erton is a pronounced champion of education and is giving his children every 
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advantage available in the excellent public schools of Rossville. His estimable 
wife has proven an ever-faithful assistant, and hand in hand they undertake to 
travel the pathway of life, by their example of patience and attention to duty 
instilling a lesson not found in books but one fully as great as any taught in 
the universities. 

THOMAS J. DALE. 

On the roster of county officials there appears the name of no one who is 
more loyal to duty, more faithful and prompt in meeting the obligations that 
devolve upon him in his official capacity or one whose record is more worthy 
of commendation and approval than Thomas J. Dale, who is filling the position 
of county clerk. He  was born in New York city in 1845, and was left an orphan 
at an early age, becoming an inmate of the New York Juvenile Asylum, where 
he remained until he reached the age of nine years. He then came to Vermilion 
county and took up his abode with Dennis Rouse, near Catlin, being there 
reared upon a farm, during which time he pursued his education in the country 
schools. 

After the outbreak of the Civil war, although still a boy in his teens, Mr. 
Dale responded to the country's call for troops and enlisted as a member of 
Company D, Thirty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, with which he served until 
the close of the war. On the 20th of September, 1863, he was captured at the 
bottle of Chickamauga and until the 28th of April, 1865, was in Andersonville 
and other Confederate prisons, sharing in all of the hardships meted out to the 
Union soldiers who were held as prisoners of war. He  took part in a number 
of important engagements, including the battle of Pea Ridge, the siege of Corinth, 
the battles of Perryville, Stone River, Liberty Gap and Chickamauga. His 
was a creditable military record, characterized by unfaltering loyalty to the old 
flag and the cause it represented. 

When the war was over Mr. Dale returned to Vermilion county and was 
employed upon the farm of Dennis Rouse as a hired man, but his ambition 
for something better had been awakened and as he could find opportunity he 
studied and attended school, thus fitting himself for the profession of teaching. 
H e  followed that pursuit in Vermilion county for a number of years but put 
aside professional labor when appointed to public office in 1886 by Daniel C. 
Deanmde, who made him deputy treasurer. In 1890 he was elected to that 
office and in 1894 was elected county clerk, which position he has since filled, 
so that for almost a quarter of a century he has been continuously in office, 
his promptness, accuracy and fidelity in discharging his duties winning for him 
high regard. I n  his political views he has ever been a republican, active in the 
work of the party, and is recognized as one of its trusted advisors in this locality. 

On the 31st of March, 1887, Mr. Dale was united in marriage to Miss Jessie 
B. Tarrant, a native of Catlin, Vermilion county, and a daughter of Frederick 
Tarrant, who settled in this part of the state before the Civil war and became 
a prominent and respected merchant of this county. He  married Eliza Jones 
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.and among their children was Jessie B. Tarrant, now Mrs. Dale. Four chil- 
,dren have graced this union, Vaga M., Una A., Norman M. and Thomas M. 
In his fraternal relations Mr. Dale has formed a wide acquaintance. He be- 
longs to Danville Lodge, No. 69, I. 0. 0. F.; to Marsh Encampment, No. 46; 
Damascus Lodge, No. 84, K. P. ; Northcott Camp, No. 1551, M. \V. A. ; and 
Kenesaw Post, No. 77, G. A. R. In all of these organizations he has won many 
friends and to their teachings he has ever been most loyal. 

The country was but sparsely settled when Mr. Dale came here as a boy, 
after which he shared in all the hardships, privations and other experiences of 
pioneer life. Too much credit cannot be given him for what he has .accom- 
plished. Spending his early youth amid the kindly meant but oft times ineffi- 
cient care of a children's asylum, and then coming to Illinois in early boyhood, 
he has known what arduous work has meant from his youthful days. Becom- 
ing imbued with laudable ambition for something better, he has continuously 
worked his way upward, using every opportunity that has come to him and 
allowing no obstacle or difficulty to brook his path if it could be overcome by 
persistent and earnest labor. Such a record deserves high encomiums and should 
serve to encourage and inspire others who have started as he did without the 
aid of influential friends and without particulzrly favorable circumstances. 

E. H. PALMER. 

When an individual passes from life it is customary to consider the record 
he has left and thus to judge of his worth to the world. Close investigation into 
the history of E. H. Palmer shows that he occupied a conspicuous and honor- 
able position in Danville, that his labors were varied and important, that their 
results were far-reaching and beneficial. He contributed in a notable degree 
to the material, intellectual and moral upbuilding of the community and at the 
time of his death he was the oldest native son of Danville. It  was on the 10th 
of August, 1830, that he first opened his eyes to the light of day in the family 
residence which then stood at the corner of Walnut and Main streets. 

His father, Dr. -4sa Rice Palmer, was born at Coventry, Connecticut, in 
1786, and represented one of the old New England families of English descent. 
The grandfather, Abel Palmer, was born in New England and previous gener- 
ations of the family arrived in that section of the country, where their descend- 
ants are still to be found. I t  has been the custom in recent years to hold a fam- 
ily reunion at Stonington, Connecticut. These have proved to be most pleasant 
occasions, several hundred being present at different times. 

On leaving Connecticut Dr. Asa R. Palmer became a resident of Vermont 
in his boyhood days, while subsequeztly he lived in Black River, New York. 
He afterward established his home in Moscow, New York, where his parents 
both died. He studied medicine while residing in the Empire state and practiced 
there to some extent but later sought the opportunities of the growing middle 
west. On horseback he made the trip to Illinois in search of a location and took 
up his abode in Vermilion county, Illinois, about 1825. The journey was made 
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by boat to Pittsburg, thence down the Ohio river and up the Wabash. His 
destination was the site of the present city of Danville, although at the time 
there was little o r  no indication that a flourishing city would one day be founded 
here. Owing to the unsettled condition of the country Dr. Palmer's practice 
extended for miles. He was called for professional service into the homes of 
those who lived far from Danville and no night was too dark, no winter too 
cold and no summer sun so hot that it prevented him from responding to the 
call of those who needed his services. In the later years of his life, however, 
he gave up the practice of medicine and lived retired. In the meantime, how- 
ever, he became associated with his son E. F. Palmer in establishing and con- 
ducting the first drug store in Danville and was otherwise connected with the 
business development and substantial upbuilding of the city in which he made 
his home from the time of his arrival in Vermilion county until his death, which 
occurred about 1861. He  was three times married. the first time before leaving 
New York. In Danville he married his third wife, who bore the maiden name 
of Adelia Hawkins and was born near Rochester, Xew York. Her father, 
Ebenezer Hawkins, also a native of that state, became one of the honored 
pioneers of Vermilion county and his interment was the first burial in the 
old grave yard of Granville. The death of Mrs. hdelia Palmer occurred in 
1851 and E. F. Palmer, a half-brother of E. H. Palmer, passed away here. Dr. 
Palmer was one of the original members of the Presbyterian church of Dan- 
vilte and was at all times deeply interested in the moral as well as the material 
and intellectual upbuilding of the city. 

Danville was but a village during the boyhood and youth of E. H. Palmer, 
who acquired his literary education here, while later he pursued a four pears' 
course in Wabash College. He  made his initial step in the business world'when 
a lad of thirteen years, entering the employ of J. hf. Culbertson, whom he repre- 
sented as a clerk for four years. It  was subsequent to this time that he pur- 
sued his college course, having come to the realization of the need of train- 
ing in that direction. When he had completed his studies he again engaged in 
clerking for a year or more, and subsequently formed a partnership as a mem- 
ber of the firm of Humphrey, Palmer P: Cornpan?.. general merchants and drug- 
gists. From that date, 1855. until his death Mr. Palmer remained one of the 
leading and prosperous business men of the city. His labors were of a varied 
character, his interests xvitle and important. He was at one time appointed 
to fill out an unespired term as county superintendent of scho~ls,  succeeding 
his uncle, who had died in office. On his retirement from that position he aided 
in organizing the First Sational Eank. He became its first cashier and as 
such largely managed its interests for twenty-five years. He became thoroughly 
familiar with every phase of the banking business and his courtesy to the patrons 
of the bank, his reliable methods and his keen insight into business affairs 
made him a popular and x-duable official. On his retirement from the bank . 
he was presented with a fine gold watch, his name and the date, January 15, 
1885, being engraved on the inside of the case. He next became connected with 
the wholesale grocery- trade and succeeded in building up one of the important 
mercantile enterprises of the city. He likewise added to its architectural im- 
provement through the erection of three new residences. His own home w a s  
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an attractive and commodious dwelling just outside the corporation limits of 
Danville and for many years he lived a t  408 North Franklin street. 

I n  1854 Mr. Palmer was united in marriage in Urbana, Illinois, to Miss 
F m c e s  B. Nelson, who was born near Carlisle, Pennsylvania, a daughter of 
William Nelson, also a native of that state. Having lost her father, Mrs. Pal- 
mer came to the west with her brother, settling in Champaign county, Illinois. 
Four children graced the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Palmer: Flora; Frank N., 
who is a minister of the Presbyterian church and is now located at Winona 
Lake, Indiana; Lula C.; and Della, the wife of Lorin E. Shetts. 

From the time he attained his majority Mr. Palmer gave his political allegi- 
ance to the republican party, his first presidential ballot being cast for John C. 
Fremont in 1856. In his boyhood he had heard discussed the question of slav- 
ery, his father being a whig and a stanch abolitionist. The boy came to be- 
lieve in the unrighteousness of the practice and therefore, when the new party 
was formed to prohibit the further extension of slavery, he joined its ranks. 
To its interests he was loyal throughout his remaining days, believing ever that 
its principles contained the best elements of good government. Local advance- 
ment and national progress were both causes dear to his heart and his cmper- 
ation was given to every movement which he believed would prove of benefit 
to Danville and the county. He proved his deep interest in the cause of educa- 
tion by his service on the school board and he ever advocated the employment 
of competent teachers at a good salary. He filled the position of alderman for 
a few terms, yet his ambition was never in the line of office seeking and he was 
content that his public service should be done as a private citizen. Both he and 
.his wife held membership in the First Presbyterian church and his Christian 
faith permeated all that he did. His life record covered almost seventy-five 
years, his death occurring on the 23d of January, 1905. Throughout that en- 
tire period he had been a resident of Danville, and there was a time when he 
knew every inhabitant of Vermilion county. He remained to the end of his 
life an active factor In the affairs of the city and kept in close touch with its 
progress and with the questions of vital interest here. Wherever he was known 
he was honored and most of all where best known. His life stands as a splen- 
did example to those who wish to become useful and valuable citizens and to 
society, that when they pass on they shall leave behind them an honorable name 
and an untarnished record. 

GEORGE SEDLMAYR. 

George Sedlmayr, well known as one of the leading and representative 
.citizens of Danville, was born in Munich, Bavaria, on the rgh of September, 
1868, and is of German origin. His parents, George and Anna (Stulberger) 

.Sedlmayr, spent their entire lives in the fatherland. The father occupied and 
important position in the government employ, being in charge of the mails for 
a great many years, having succeeded his father in that business. He was born 

- in  18qo and died in Munich on the 23d of May, 1889, while his wife, who was 
;born in 1845, passed away on the 4th of November, 1888. 
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Like most boys of German birth, George Sedlmayr was given good educa- 
tional advantages and was graduated from the high school of Munich, August 
g, 1885. I t  was on the 12th of May, 1893, that he crossed the Atlantic and be- 
came a resident of the new world. He first located in Chicago where he spent 
five years as a brewer in the employ of the Peter Schoenhofen Brewing Com- 
pany. On the 7th of September, 1898, he was promoted to brew inaster, which 
position he filled until December 7, 1903, when he removed with h s  family to 
Danville, becoming financially interested in the Danville Brewing Company, 
which was later changed to the Fecker Brewing Company. Of this corporation 
he is now serving as secretary and brew master and much of its success is due 
to his untiring efforts. 

On the 7th of January, 1899, Mr. Sedlmayr was married in Chicago to Miss 
Lydia Reisenegger, whose parents were residents of Chicago. Her father, who 
is now deceased, was at one time in the employ of the city map department as 
manager under Mayor Harrison. Mr. and Mrs. Sedlmayr have two children, 
namely: George W., born March 23, 1900, and Clara, born August 4, 1908. 

Prior to his emigration to America Mr. Sedlmayr served one year in the 
German army, from 1888 to 1889, but was not compelled to remain longer on 
account of having acquired a higher education than most young men were given. 
On national issues he usually votes the republican ticket, but a t  local elections 
supports the men whom he believes best qualified to fill the offices. H e  and his 
family are communicants of the Roman Catholic church and he is identified with 
the Eagles. H e  also affiliates with the Danville Social Turner Society. Public- 
spirited and progressive, he supports every movement which he believes will 
prove of general good and is regarded as one of the leading citizens of the 
community. 

PERRY P. GRAHAM. 

A man who has devoted much study to the subject of the economic conditions 
and natural resources of the country is authority for the statement that there is no 
better investment than Illinois farm land and more that a century ago George 
Washington said that agriculture is the most useful as well as the most honor- 
able occupation of man. Perry P. Graham, therefore, is fortunate in having 
chosen farming as his life work and in owning so valuable a property as his 
Illinois farm, which comprises two hundred acres in Ross township, east of 
Alvin. He also cultivates other land, having charge of four hundred and sixty 
acres. 

H e  is one of the native sons of this state, his birth having occurred near 
Catlin in 1875. His parents were Hugh and Rose (Bradford) Graham. The 
father, a native of Scotland, on coming to America settled in Meigs county, 
Ohio, whence he removed to Danville, Illinois, in 1860. He was a coal miner 
and lived an active and busy life. He died in 1897 and his remains were in- 
terred in Spring Hill cemetery at Danville. His widow still survives him and 
is now a resident of Alvin. 
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The public schools of Vermilion county afforded Perry P. Graham his early 
educational privileges, but ambitious to qualify for life's practical duties by a 
broad and liberal education, he afterward spent one year as a student in a col- 
lege at Hoopeston. In  his youthful days he was taught the value of industry 
and perseverance as factors in the affairs of life and these qualities have always 
characterized him since he started out in business on his own account. His 
diligence and determination have enabled him to add to his possessions from 
time to time since he first invested in land and he is now the owner of a valuabie 
tract of two hundred acres and farms an additional two hundred and sixty 
acres east of Alvin. His success would be creditable to a man twice his years. 
His business advancement, however, is attributable entirely to his own labors 
and proves what may be accomplished when determination and ambition lead 
the way. 

Mr. Graham has been called to public service as road commissioner and he 
has won the favorable regard of his fellow members in the Masonic and Knights 
of Pythias fraternities. Those who know him recognize in him many sterling 
traits and his business ability is such as will undoubtedly win for him further suc- 
cess as the years go by. 

A. ARTHUR CLARK, M. D. C. 

Among the younger men who are coming forward in Vermilion county and 
taking the places made vacant by the departure of those who have performed 
their work A. Arthur Clark, farmer, liveryman and veterinarian, occupies a 
promising place. H e  is a native of Vermilion county, having been born on the 
farm which he now owns, May 29, 1883, and is a son of Isaac and Ella (Lynch) 
Clark, the former a native of Illinois and the latter of Indiana. They were 
married at Ridge Farm in 1879 and lived upon a farm for several years, at 
the end of which time the father removed to town, where he was engaged in 
the mercantile business for four or five years. Again he returned to the farm 
and there he died two years later, in 1886. The mother made her home in 
Ridge Farm, where she was married to H. L. Miller, of Jamaica, this county. 
She was called to her final repose in Igoj, and she was laid to rest in Crown 
Hill cemetery, where the body of her first husband was deposited many years 
before. Mr. Miller, the stepfather, is still living in Vermilion county. Three 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Clark: Charles Wallace, who was born in 
1881 and died in 1901; A. Arthur, our subject; and Harry L., who was born 
in 1885 and was killed by a train June 28, 1906, while returning home in a 

bugt3-Y. 
The subject of our review was educated in the public and high schools and 

remained with his mother until her second marriage. After leaving the high 
school he spent four years cn the farm. in the course of which time he became 
thorcughly acquainted with all the details of its operation. Desiring to see 
somethirlg of the world, he went west and was gone for a year, at the end of 
which time he returned home and, having decided to prosecute further subjects 
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in which he had become greatly interested, he entered the Chicago Veterinary 
College, where he pursued the full three years' course and was graduated as a 
veterinarian April 6, 1909, standing first in all branches of the work. He  spent 
some time in experimental work at Covington, Indiana, with Dr. Carter, who 
is one of the best known veterinary surgeons in this section of the country. Since 
that time Dr. Clark has engaged in the livery business and the practice of veteri- 
nary surgery at Farm Ridge and is the only doctor of comparative medicine in 
that part of the country. As a lover of fine horses he is devoting a great deal 
of attention to the development of the best breeds. H e  is the owner of a well 
improved farm of one hundred and eighty-seven acres, two and one-half miles 
south of Ridge Farm and also of a well equipped livery establishment. 

Dr. Clark is unmarried. Politically he is in sympathy with the republican 
party but he has no desire for official preferment, and in the business he has 
chosen he finds a gratification that he feels no other line of industry would have 
afforded. He has made a special. study of the horse, which he justly regards 
as one of the noblest and most useful of the domestic animals and one which iS 
still capable of much improvement. This improvement in his opinion can be 
accomplished by scientific breeding-the work to which he expects largely to 
devote his life. Young, ambitious and endowed with a fair share of con- 
fidence in himself, there is no reason in the opinion of his friends why he should 
not make a lasting reputation in his chosen field and also add to the wealth and 
prosperity of Vermilion county. 

R. IV. STEPHEN. 

R. W. Stephen, engaged in the conduct of a first class livery barn in Catlin, 
is numbered among the well known and prominent business men of this city, 
his wise management and capable control of his interests winning him a most 
gratifying degree of success. Illinois claims him as one of her native sons, his 
birth having occurred in Iroquois county on the 6th of June, 1867. His parents 
are R. H. and Mary A. (Earcus) Stephen. both natives of Indiana, who came 
to Illinois at an early day, locating in Iroquois county, ~vhere the father en- 
gaged in farming for a  lumber of years. H e  purchased a farm of one hundred 
and sixty acres after his arrival in Illinois, for which he paid one dollar and 
a quarter per acre, but under his careful direction the place \\-as converted 
into a valuable and productive farrning property. He is now living retired, 
however, and with his wife makes his home in Rossville, 1-ermilion county. 
In their family were three children, as follo~vs: Carrie Emma, now deceased; 
R. VT., of this review; and Elizabeth, who makes her home with her parents 
and is engaged in teaching school. 

In the home of his parents R. 11'. Stephen spent the period of his boyhood 
and youth, and in the common schools of Illinois acquired a good education. 
H e  was reared to farm work and amid the busy activities and healthful sur- 
roundings of rural life learned many lessons concerning the value of industry, 
energy and perseverance, and there laid the corner-stone for future success in 
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hard labor and earnest endeavor. H e  remained with his father, assisting in 
the work of the fields, until twenty-five years of age, when he laid the foundation 
for a happy home life of his own through his marriage to Miss Dora E. Polson, 
of Potomac, Illinois. Her parents were John and Adelina (Church) Polson, 
the former now deceased. The mother however, still survives and makes her 
home in Vermilion county. 

After his marriage Mr. Stephen entered business on his own account as 
a dealer in horses, thinking to find that line of activity more congenial and 
profitable than work on the farm, and for the conduct of that business located 
in Danville, Illinois. ~ h k r e  he remained for one year and then purchased a farm, 
to which he removed and lzpon which he continued in the same line of business 
for eleven years. He then sold the farm and bought three acres adjoining the 
village of Catlin, but after remaining there for three years traded the place for 
a house and three lots within the city limits. Erecting a fine cement barn, he 
has since engaged in the livery business, meeting with most gratifying success 
in that undertaking. An excellent judge of horses, his stables contain many 
fine animals, while his line of cabs, buggies, run-abouts, etc., represents the 
most modern and up-to-date makes. His equipment is full and complete, des- 
tined to meet all demands made upon the business, and his barn is one of the 
first class and well patronized establishments of the city. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen was blessed with seven children, all 
of whom are yet at home with the exception of the fourth, who passed away 
in infancy. The others are Richard E., Carrie Emma, Ruby, Herman, Verney, 
and Mary A. Mr. Stephen holds membership in Modern Woodmen Camp, No. 
431, and, recognizing the fact that the liquor traffic is one of the worst evils 
against which the country has to contend, he has cast his influence ever on the 
side of temperance and gives his political support to the prohibition party, al- 
though he has never sought nor desired public office. Early coming to a 
realization of the fact that success in business .must come as the legitimate and 
logical result of well directed effort and intelligently applied labor, persever- 
ance, diligence and integrity have constituted for him the guiding posts of life, 
bringing him to  the creditable place which he now occupies in business circles. 

FRANK H. GUTHNECK. 

Frank H. Guthneck, a representative of journalistic interests in Vermilion 
county, is the enterprising editor of the Westville Record. His birth occurred 
at Harpers Ferry, Iowa, on the erst of March, 1864, his parents being Hubert 
and Mary C. (Leseure) Guthneck. The father was born in Alsace, France, 
on the 3d of November, 1832, while the mother was a native of Nancy, France. 
When six years of age Hubert Guthneck accompanied his parents on their emi- 
gration to the United States, the family home being established in Indiana. 
After attaining his majority he turned his attenion to general mercantile pur- 
suits and in that field of endeavor won a small fortune. About eighteen years 
ago he put aside active business cares and now lives retired at Harpers Ferry, 
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Iowa. I t  was in the Hoosier state that he married Miss Leseure, who came to 
this country with her parents when nine years of age, locating in Indiana. 

Frank H. Guthneck, who was one of a family of nine children, acquired 
his early education in the grammar schools and afterward attended Bailey's 
Commercial College of Dubuque, Iowa. After putting aside his text-books he 
assisted his father in the store for five years and then took up newspaper work 
as a reporter on the Dubuque Evening Telegraph. He was subsequently identi- 
fied with journalistic interests at various places until the time of his arrival in 
Westville, Illinois, where on the 6th of May, 1910, he founded the Westville 
Record, the first American newspaper in the town. It  is printed in two Ian- 
guages, American and Lithuanian, and is a most up-to-date publication in every 
respect. Although but recently established, the Westville Record has a large 
subscription list as well as excellent advertising patronage, and it is acknowl- 
edged that the paper fills a long-felt want in the community. 

On the 1st of November, 18g1, Mr. Guthneck was united in marriage to 
Miss ,Katherine Donahue, who was born, reared and educated in Marshall 
Illinois. They have become the parents of nine children, eight of whom are 
yet living. Paul H., the oldest son, is associated with his father in business. 

In his political views Mr. Guthneck is a republican but he publishes his paper 
as an absolutely independent sheet. He is a devoted communicant of the Roman 
Catholic church- the faith of his ancestors. His life has ever been upright 
and honorable and the motives which have guided his actions have been such 
as will bear the closest investigation and scrutiny. 

FRANK B. SMITH. 

In all the relations of public and private life Frank B. Smith worked toward 
high ideals and seldom failed to accomplish what he undertook. The extent 
and importance of his business interests, his support of projects for the public 
good and his fidelity to the principles of honorabIe, upright manhood made him 
a valued and honored citizen. H e  lived for many years in this county but was 
a native of New York, his birth having occurred at Painted Post, October 12, 

1848. His father was Joseph Smith, at one time well known in business cir- 
cles in this county, where he located during the boyhood of his son Frank, who 
attended the public schools of this locality and afterward continued his educa- 
tion in Stockwell, Indiana. 

Following his graduation from the Stockwell schools Fran.k B. Smith be- 
came associated with his father in a milling enterprise at Myersville, doing the 
outside work, including the buying of grain. He thus gained comprehensive 
knowledge of the business in its various phases and in 1875 he came to Dan- 
ville and purchased a one-third interest in a flouring mill on what was then 
known as Mill street, but now Logan avenue. His partners in the business being 
his father and. George Giddings. After a few years failing health necessitated 
a change in business, and Frank B. Smith exchanged his mill interests for a 
farm on North Vermilion street, where he removed' in January, 1879. This 
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tract at that time was simply farm land and some distance out of the city. The 
change in business a t  once brought about an improvement in Mr. Smith's health. 
In  connection with farming he commenced raising early vegetables, also breed- 
ing fine poultry and pet stock. As a breeder of both he became one of the best 
known men in the state. H e  made a specialty of Buff Plymouth Rocks, which 
with his other stock were exhibited successfully all over the state. At one time 
he was breeding fifteen varieties of poultry and pet stock. 

H e  gave considerable attention to small fruits and became widely known 
because of the large and fine strawberries which he raised and which found a 
ready market. Mr. Smith was thorough in what he did, and whatever he raised 
was the best of its kind. He  was always a great lover of flowers, which as much 
as any real desire for pecuniary gain caused him to go into the florist business. 
In 1881 he purchased the Klingenspoor greenhouse on East Main street, to be 
used mostly in raising vegetable plants for that branch of his business, but see- 
ing an opportunity for florist business, he branched out into that line. H e  began 
in a modest way but it was a success from the start, as had been his other vent- 
ures, and soon became the leading and most extensive in Danville, a position 
that has been maintained to the present time. While some branches of the 
business were discontinued from time to time it grew in other lines to extensive 
and profitable proportions. 

Mr. Smith laid out considerable of his land in town lots, which were sold 
off. He planted many beautiful shade trees and ail in all did much to beautify 
that section of the city. His two sons, Joseph and Herbert, were practically 
reared in the business, and at  their father's death succeeded to the business, 
which has been kept fully abreast of the times. Mr. Smith was one of the most 
active members of the Vermilion County Poultry Association. He  died May 
13, 1906, and is buried in Springhill cemetery. 

On January 27, 1874, Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss Flora 
Shockley, a native of Greenfield, Highland county, Ohio, born July 31, 1853, 
but at that time a resident of Eight2mile Prairie. The parents of Mrs. Smith, 
Joshua A. and Helen F. (Merrill) Shockley, are still living at the ages of eighty- 
six and eighty years respectively. Mr. Shockley was born near Dover, Dela- 
ware, and his wife near Columbus, Ohio. They came to Illinois in the early 
'60s. Mrs. Shockley is the only surviving menber of the family to which Bishop 
Merrill belonged, he being her brother. 

They were parents of four children, as follows: Raymond Delbert, was 
a member of Battery A during Spanish-American war. H e  married Miss Nina 
Jump, a daughter of Perry Jump. Raymond Smith is wire chief for  the Dan- 
ville Telephone Company, with whic!l 11e has been connected for a number of 
years. Joseph J. served in tl:e Spanish--American war as sergeant of Battery 
A. He married Miss Leona Burgoyne. of Danville, a daughter of James Bur- 
goyne and has one daughter, Letitia. Herbert E. also a sergeant in Spanish- 
American war, married 1,uella Prouty of St. Joseph, Missouri, and has two 
children, Frank B. and Herbert David. Juliette Jean is now Mrs. John E. Lee 
of Danville and has one son, John Ersom. 

In  his political views Mr. Smith was an earnest republican, giving unfalter- 
ing support to the principles of the party. H e  held membership with the Knights 
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of Pythias and the Court of Honor and also belonged to the Kirnber Methodist 
Episcopal church. He was a man of domestic habits and tastes, devoted to the 
welfare of his family and measuring his greatest happiness by the welfare of 
his wife and children. A public-spirited citizen, he was ever ready to advance 
the interests of city and county by cooperating in the measures and projects 
for the public good and as the years passed on he established himself firmly in 
the public regard. The cause of education found in him a stalwart champion 
and as a director for years of the Roselawn school he did much to further its 
interests. H e  made good use of his time and opportunities and as the years 
went by gained prosperity, yet his success was measured not alone by material 
gain but also by an enterprising spirit, by intellectuality, by sincerity of purpose 
and his championship of what was in his opinion right and just. 

PROFESSOR LIN H. GRIFFITH. 

I t  is ability that has gained for Professor Lin H. Griffith the position he 
now fills as superintendent of city schools of Danville. -4 native of Ohio, he 
was born at Short Creek, Harrison county, on the 23d of September, 1858, 
and is a son of Benjamin B. and Sarah M. (Morgan) Griffith, the former a 
native of Reading, Pennsylvania, and the latter of Harrison county, Ohio, both 
born in 1836. The father is a machinist and blacksmith by trade and is still 
living in Harrison county, but the mother died in I ~ I .  Since attaining his 
majority he has taken a very active interest in politics, although he has only 
filled a few minor offices. In  his family are five sons and one daughter, namely: 
Professor Lin H. of this review; John M., a farmer; George A., a blacksmith; 
William, a farmer; Anna, the wife of William Smyth of Short Creek, Ohio; 
and Frank M. 

Professor Griffith received his early education in the public schools of his 
native village and later entered Franklin College at New Athens, Ohio, where 
he was graduated in 1887 with the degree of B. S. H e  worked his way through 
school, earning every dollar for his education by his own exertions, and before 
his graduation he taught five winters in the rural schools and was principal of 
a school at Potomac, Illinois, for five years, having come to Vermilion county in 
1884. Previous to this, however, he had spent two years in McLean county, Illi- 
nois. In 1889 he was appointed by the board of supervisors as county superintend- 
ent of schools and was elected to that position in 1890, reelected in 1894 and 1898, 
serving in all a little over ten years, to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. 
In 1899 he was made superintendent of the Danville schools and has since filled 
that position, being reappointed by the board of education every year since. 
He now has under his supervision eight graded schools and one high school 
with an average attendance of about three thousand six hundred students. All 
the schools of Danville are under his control and during his regime three new 
buildings have been erected at a cost of about two hundred and fifteen thousand 
dollars and extensive repairs and additions have been made at a cost of forty 
thousand dollars. Professor Griffith has done much for the betterment of edu- 
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cational affairs in this city, being progressive and up-to-date in his methods as 
well as conservative and it is largely due to his efforts that the schools of Dan- 
ville now rank among the best public institutions of the state. He has also made 
himself very popular with the residents of the city and is a man held in high 
esteem by all who know him. 

On the 1st of April, 1884, Professor Griffith was united in marriage. to Miss 
Lulu May Hefling of McLean county, Illinois, who died in September, 1886, 
leaving one daughter, Viola N., now assistant librarian in the Danville public 
library. He was again married December 25, 1887, his second union being with 
Miss Nannie A. Heaton of Hoopeston, Illinois, by whom he had six children, 
five of whom are still living, namely: Helen M., a graduate of the high school; 
Florence M., Robert H. and Howard W., still in school; and Joseph Lawrence. 

Professor Griffith is a prominent Scottish Rite Mason and is also a member 
of Lodge No. 69, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and Marsh Encampment. 
He is past chancellor and one of the trustees of Daxmscus Lodge, Knights of 
Pythias, and a charter member of Northcott Camp, Modern Woodmen of 
America, and was one of the trustees and members of the Sons of Veterans 
during its existence in Danville. Religiously he is connected with the First 
Methodist Episcopal church, to which his family also belong. In connection 
with his educational work, he was made one of the directors of the State 
Teachers' Reading Circle and held several offices in the State Teachers' Associa- 
tion. H e  has filled all the executive offices and was president of the Central 
Illinois State Teachers' Association and is today chairman of the executive 
committee of the City Superintendents' Association of Illinois. Since 1902 he 

' has been an active member of the National Educational Association and occu- 
pies a prominent position in educational affairs. He has become widely known 
as a man of much more than ordinary ability and the success that he has attained 
in life is due to his own unaided efforts, for he had to work his own way through 
school and has since been dependent entirely upon his own exertions. 

HENRY R. JONES. 

Henry R. Jones needs no introduction to the residents of Catlin township, 
among whom he has spent his entire life, for the upright and manly principles 
which have ever governed his life, constituting him one of the valued and 
honored citizens of the community, have at the same time won for him the 
high regard, confidence and esteem of all with whom he has come in contact. 
Born in Catlin, November 21, 1856, he is a son of Richard and Sarah A. (Bent- 
ley) Jones, natives of London, England, whence they came to America in 1849 
in company with their respective parents, the family homes being established in 
Vermilion county. Here the father engaged in general farming and in mer- 
cantile business for a number of years, he and his wife spending their remain- 
ing days in this county, his death occurring October 23, 1876, while she passed 
aw-ay January 31, 1 9 3 .  In their family were six children, all of whom are 
yet living. 
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In the schools of Catlin township Henry R. Jones received a good education, 
and he was reared to manhood on the home farm, where he learned many. les- 
sons concerning the value of industry, perseverance and integrity. He assisted 
his father in the cultivation of the fields until the latter's death, when he took 
charge of the homestead and was engaged in its further cultivation and improve- 
ment until 1893, when, thinking to find other pursuits more congenial and profit- 
able he became identified with the meat business, conducting a market for about 
two years. In the year 1897 he was appointed postmaster at Catlin under 
President McKinley's administration and has occupied that position to the pres- 
ent time, covering a period of thirteen years, his entire attention being given 
to the duties devolved upon him in that connection. His long continuation in 
office is an indication of the fact that he has proved an excellent and trust- 
worthy official, performing his duties in a way creditable to himself and en- 
tirely satisfactory to his fellow citizens. 

I t  was in 1885 that Mr. Jones was united in marriage to Miss Annie V. 
Champion, who was born in Indiana in 1861. She was a daughter of F. M. 
and Jane (Church) Champion, natives of Indiana and England, respectively, 
both of whom are now deceased. She was one of ten children born unto her 
parents and by her marriage to Mr. Jones became the mother of five children, 
namely: Grace V., who married C. H. Hughes, of Chicago, Illinois; Claud R., 
a graduate of the high school, who is living at home; Russell F. and Ferris H. 
also at home; and Lloyd W., who has just entered the high school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jones are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, in the 
work of which they are deeply and actively engaged, and of which he is serving 
as treasurer, while the teachings of that denomination have ever governed his 
actions, whether in private, business or public life. He is well known in fra- 
ternal circles of Catlin, holding membership in Catlin Lodge, No. 285, A. F. & 
A. M., in which he has served as treasurer for fourteen years, and is also identi- 
fied with the Modern Woodmen Camp, No. 431, of Catlin. In politics a stal- 
wart republican since age conferred upon him the right of franchise, he has 
been an active party worker, serving on the village board and also filling the 
position of tax collector. For several years he was a member of the school 
board and throughout his long and close connection with public life has done 
everything in his power to further the political, material, moral and intellectual 
interests of the community. His long residence in Catlin township has made 
Mr. Jones widely known throughout the community, while his strength of 
character and his honorable public record constitute him a valuable citizen whom 
Catlin is proud to number among her native sons. 

GEORGE S. SMITH. 

On the roll of Vermilion county's honored dead appears the: name of George 
S. Smith, a life-long resident of this part of the state, where his sterling traits 
of character gained him the favorable regard of all who knew him. H e  was 
born in 1856, in Vermilion county, and while spending his youthful days under 
the parental roof pursued his education in the country schools, which he at- 
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tended through the winter months, while in the summer seasons he aided in 
the work of the home farm. His entire life was devoted to general agricultural 
pursuits. While in school he gave his vacation periods to the work of the 
fields and after completing his school days in Rossville he spent his entire time 
in promoting the development of the old home place. Following his marriage 
he farmed his father's land and as the result of his careful cultivation of the 
soil he annually gathered good harvests. He practiced the rotation of crops 
and by the judicious use of fertilizers kept the soil in good condition. At all 
times he marched in the front ranks of the progressive agriculturists of the 
community and his labors therefore, brought him substantial returns. 

In February, 1889, Mr. Smith was united in marriage to hliss Minnie Smith, 
a daughter of John R. and Josephine R. (Stewart) Smith. Her  father was a 
native of this county and a representative of a very prominent family. He  
followed farming through the period of his early manhood and afterward turned 
his attention to merchandising, in which field of business he continued up to 
the time of his retirement, which occurred about five years ago. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. George S. Smith were born two children: Eugene C., who is now a student 
in the Culver Military Academy on Lake Maxinkuckee, Indiana ; and Josephine, 
who died when three years of age. 

The family have taken a prominent part in church affairs and are interested 
in the moral development of the community. Mr. Smith belonged to the Masonic 
fraternity and was in hearty sympathy with the principles of the craft, which 
are based on mutual helpfulness and brotherly kindness. His political support 
was given to the republican party, and he served on the town board as an alder- 
man, in which connection he exercised his official prerogatives in support of 
various measures for the general good. When called to his final rest Decem- 
ber 24, 1904, he left a record that is well worthy of emulation. 

W. A. COCHRAN, M. D. 

Dr. W. A. Cochran, a well known and successful representative of the 
medical fraternity in Vermilion county, has practiced his profession within its 
borders for almost three decades and for the past fifteen years has been located 
a t  Danville. His birth occurred in Madison, Indiana, on the 8th of October, 
1850, his parents being Andrew and Minerva (Morris) Cochran, who were 
likewise natives &f that place, the former born on the zd of November, 1822, 
and the later on the 2d of November, 1826. The father was a contractor and 
builder by trade and in 1855 removed to Brookston, Indiana, where the mother 
died of smallpox on the 6th of May, 1861. The death of Andrew Cochran 
occurred on the 30th of September, 191. He was twice married and by his 
first wife had three children, of whom our subject is the eldest. His brother 
and sister died in childhood. By his second wife Andrew Cochran had two 
sons, Clyde and Sherman, who are residents of Brookston. 

Dr. Cochran obtained his education in the academy a t  Brookston, Indiana, 
leaving that institution in 1868. The following year he began preparation for 
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his chosen life work as a student in the Ohio Medical College at Cincinnati, from 
which institution he was graduated in 1873. Locating for practice at  Brookston, 
he there remained for one year and then spent a similar period in Bwne county, 
Kentucky. The scene of his professional labors next changed to Indianapolis, 
where he was actively engaged in practice until 1832, which year witnessed his 
arrival in Vermilion county, Illinois. He  established his home and office at 
Grape Creek and remained there until 1895, since which time he has practiced 
continuously in Danville. H e  has gained a liberal patronage and his success 
in administering the remedies necessary for alleviating human suffering has 
won for him a desirable reputation. Through his rncnbership in the County, 
State and National Medical Societies he keeps in close touch with the progress 
that is being continually made by the profession. He has served on the hospital 
surgical staff of the Vermilion county hospital for fifteen years and is also 
examining physician for a number of insurance companies. 

In 1877, at Brookston, Indiana, Dr. Cochran was united in marriage to 
Miss Martha Perry Medaris, who was born in Hartford, Indiana, on the 3d 
of April, 1855, her parents being John and Martha Medaris, the former a phy- 
sician of Brookston. Unto Dr. and Mr_s. Cochran have been born two children, 
namely: Charles H., whose birth occurred February 7, 1878, and who is a 
machinist in the employ of the Danville foundry and machine shops; and Hden 
E., born August 30, 1880, who is now the wife of W. W. Stratton, of Chicago. 

In his political views Dr. Cochran is a republican and for seven years he 
filled the office of county physician, while for two terms he acted as police 
magistrate at Grape Creek, Illinois. In 1894 he was elected assistant super- 
visor of Danville township. He belongs to the Physicians Club and also holds 
membership relations with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Tribe 
of Ben Hur  and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. His personal 
characteristics have gained for him the warm regard and friendship of many, 
while in professional lines he has attained that eminence which only comes in 
recognition of merit and ability. 

ALFRED A. JOHNSON. 

Although one of the younger members of the Danville bar Alfred A. John- 
son has already proceeded far on the road to success. A native of Vermilion 
county, he was born in Oakwood township, on the 22d of February, 1886. His 
father, George W. Johnson, a native of Indiana, came to this county in 1854, 
accompanying his parents on their removal to Illinois when a lad of six years. 
He was a son of Job Johnson, a native of Virginia, who after his removal to 
Indiana followed the occupation of farming upon a tract of land of forty acres. 
George W. Johnson also devoted his life to the occupation of farming until the 
8th of March, 1899, when he removed to Danville, where he is now living re- 
tired, enjoying a rest which he has truly earned and richly deserves. He  still 
owns a farm in Oakwood township, from which he derives a substantial in- 
come. For more than a half century he has been a resident of Vermilion county 
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and in matters of citizenship he has maintained a progressive attitude, advo- 
mting all the measures and projects which he has believed to be of practical 
benefit to the community. In early manhood he wedded Miss Mary Atwood, 
a native of Pilot township and a daughter of Alfred Atwood, one of the earIy 
settlers of the county. 

Alfred A. Johnson is the youngest of a family of four children, the others 
being: Mamie J., now the wife of G. F. Fox, living in Danville; Lulu A., now 
the wife of W. P. Craig, cashier of the Danville National Bank; and Robert 
E., who is a medical student at Louisville, Kentucky. 

In  the public schools of O a k w d  township near his father's home, Alfred 
A. Johnson pursued his early education and later entered the public schools of 
Danville in which he continued his course until graduated from the high school 
with the class of 1904. The following year he took up the study of law with 
the intention of making its practice his life work and matriculating in the Uni- 
versity of Illinois at Champaign was graduated with the class of 1908. Admitted 
to the Illinois bar he began practice in Danville in July of that year and in the 
two years which have since elapsed has made steady progress in the profession, 
having already a good clientage that argues well for larger success in the future. 
H e  is using as the foundation of his success careful preparation of his cases, 
clear analysis and logical reasoning before the courts and prompted by laud- 
able ambition he is winning for himself a creditable position at the Vermilion 
county bar. 

In  June, 1910, Mr. Johnson was united in marriage to Miss Ruby Fairchild, 
a native of Danville and a daughter of Harrison Fairchild, a retired farmer. 
Both are well known in the county in which they have spent their entire lives 
and the hospitality of many of the best homes is freely accorded them. Mr. 
Johnson is a Mason, belonging to Olive Branch Lodge, No. 38, A. F. & A. M. 
His political support is given to the republican party and he keeps well informed 
on the questions and issues of the day although never seeking public office. 

GEORGE DILLON. 

There was much in the life record of George Dillon that was worthy of 
commendation. A veteran of the Civil war, his loyalty in citizenship was no 
more marked upon the field of battle than in the various public offices to which he 
was called through the vote of his fellow townsmen. In every relation of life 
he was found true to the trust reposed in him and there were exemplified in him 
many sterling traits of character which constitute an example well worthy of 
emulation. I t  was during the pioneer epoch in the history of this part of the 
state that George Dillon came to take his place as a member of one of the 
families dwelling here. 

H e  was born near Georgetown, January 16, 1837, a son of Luke and Charity 
(Wright) Dillon. On leaving North Carolina the father went to Ohio-and the 
experiences of pioneer life became very familiar to him there. He left the 
Buckeye state in 1830 and arriving in Vermilion county, Illinois, was thereafter 
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identified with the development and progress of the community until his life's 
labors were ended in death in 1852. H e  had settled on a farm near Georgetown, 
and his efforts, intelligently directed, have made of his place one of the best 
improved farms of the district. After losing his first wife, who also died 
on the farm near Georgetown, he was married to Miss Sarah Hayworth, who 
is now deceased. There were ten children born of the first marriage but all 
are now deceased. 

At the usual age George Dillon began his education in the district schools, 
mastering the branches of learning which constitute the public-school curricu- 
lum. I n  the periods of vacation he worked in the fields and early became 
familiar with all the duties and labors which fall to the lot of the agriculturist. 
When his school days were over he devoted his entire attention to the occupa- 
tion to which he had been reared nor did he cease from his labors until he felt 
that his first duty was to his c o u ~ i t ~ ,  then engaged in civil war. Joining the 
boys in blue he became a member of Company D, One Hundred and Twenty- 
fifth Illinois Infantry, enlisting for three years. Marching to the front he was 
with his regiment in many hotly contested engagements up to the battle of 
Dallas; Georgia, in which he was wounded in the right arm. His injuries 
necessitated hospital treatments, and he was taken to Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
and later he was transferred to the hospital at  Nashville, where his arm was 
amputated. H e  was afterward in the hospital at Mound City, Illinois, and was 
there honorably discharged in 1865. "The empty sleeve of army blue" there- 
after gave evidence of the sacrifice which he had made for his country. 

After being mustered out Mr. Dillon at  once resumed farming in George- 
town township and was successful in the management and conduct of his place, 
the well developed and highly cultivated fields bringing to him a substantial 
return for his labors. Before he joined the army he was married to Miss Des- 
demona F. Martin, the wedding being celebrated on the 7th of March, 1861. 
Her parents were Henry and Mary (Morgan) Martin. Her father, who was 
born in Virginia, became a resident of Vermilion county in 1820, settling near 
Georgetown only two years after the admission of the state into the Union. 
He bent his energies to the development of his fields and occupied and cultivated 
his farm through his remaining days. For several years he filled the position 
of justice of the peace and his decisions were strictly fair and impartial, winning 
him "golden opinions from all sorts of people." 

During the years in which Mr. and Mrs. Dillon resided upon their farm 
eight children were born unto them but two of the number died in infancy. 
The others are Lucretia Alma, the wife of C. S. Johnson, a printer of Danville; 
IVilliam S., now serving as county surveyor; Hannah, the wife of Harvey 
Johnson, a traveling salesman of Danville; Grace, the wife of Philip Yeager, a 
contractor of Danville; Joseph G., a bookkeeper; and Robert M. 

The death of the husband and father occurred September 26, 1891, at  which 
time he was filling the office of justice of the peace. He had previously been 
called to a number of positions of honor and trust, serving in various township 
offices. I n  October, 1868, he removed to Danville and was elected circuit clerk 
of Vermilion county, remaining the incumbent in that position for twelve years, 
his long service being positive proof of his capability and fidelity in office, for, 
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as Abraham Lincoln has expressed it: "you may fool all of the people some of 
the time, and some of the people all of the time but you cannot fool all of the 
people all of the time" and therefore the unworthy official must sooner or later 
be found out. That Mr. Dillon was called to this office by the vote of the 
people is therefore indicative of the confidence and trust reposed in him. He 
was afterward a member of the county board of supervisors and held other 
official positions, the duties of which were discharged in a manner so satis- 
factory that no word of commendation or criticism was heard. 

His political support was always given the republican party and his labors 
were a potent element in its local success. He held membership in Kenesaw 
Post, No. 77, G. A. R., of Danville, and was filling the position of commander 
at the time of his death. He also belonged to the Odd Fellows lodge, and both 
he and his wife held membership in the Church of Christ. In its work and up- 
building he was deeply interested and did all in his power to promote its growth 
and extend its influence. For many years he served as one of the elders of 
the church and was a deacon at the time of his demise. At all times he labored 
for the right as he saw it and cooperated in many movements and projects for 
the public good. Thus he grew in the regard of his fellowmen and at the same 
time he prospered in his worldly goods, achieving through well directed business 
affairs and careful investment a goodly measure of success that enabled him 
to leave a comfortable competence to his family who were ever his first con- 
sideration, his own happiness centering in their welfare. 

WILLIAM G. CATHCART. 

Without invidious distinction, William G. Cathcart may be termed Sidell's 
leading citizen. His position in the regard of his fellow townsmen is indicated 
by the fact that they have several times called him to the office of their chief 
executive, in which position he is now serving. Moreover, as president of the 
First National Bank of Side11 he occupies a leading position in its business cir- 
cles and is no less highly esteemed for the sterling traits which he manifests 
in the social circles of the community. 

A native of Illinois, Mr. Cathcart was born in Natrona, Mason county, Feb- 
ruary 8, 1869, a son of John Marshall and Sarah J. (Alexander) Cathcart. The 
father was born a t  Pomroy, County Tyrone, Ireland, March 11, 1842, and died 
at Pensacola, Florida, February 21, 1910. He became a resident of Morgan 
county, Illinois, in 1860, and was there employed upon a farm for several years. 
On the 15th of November, 1866, he married Sarah J. Alexander and later re- 
moved to Mason county, Illinois, where he was engaged in farming and in the 
grain business on his own account. He continued a resident of that place until 
1881, after which he spent three years in Nebraska, returning then to Illinois, 
where for a number of years he engaged in the lumber and grain business but 
retired about ten years prior to his death. He lived a consistent Christian life, 
becoming a member of the Christian church in the winter of 1876 while resid- 
ing in Mason county. One of the local papers said of him: "His life was sin- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VER1,fILION COUNTY 215 

cere. H e  was just, honest, benevolent and kind, measuring up to every duty, 
seizing every opportunity where good might be accomplished and whereby others 
might be made happy. He  was a devoted Christian in the broadest and noblest 
significance of that word, exemplifying in his daily life the sublime principles of 
Christianity." When he passed away his remains were returned to the home 
town for burial and his funeral was one of the largest ever held there, being 
made up of friends and neighbors of long standing who gathered to pay their 
last tribute of respect and friendship to a worthy citizen. One who knew him 
well said of him that "he never saw him anything but the happy, jovial, good- 
natured man that he was. Outwardly at least he never presented a d e d  
nature and business cares were never carried into his home. This world would 
need fewer doctors, lawyers and courts if we had an organization of men who 
would go up and down the thoroughfares of life smiling; not smiles that need 
to be coaxed to the surface, but smiles like that of J. M. Cathcart that spring 
forth like the fountain from the hillside." 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. J. &I. Cathcart were born three children: Florence Her- 
ron, who died in May, 1899; William G.; and John A. The wife and mother 
still survives and is now a resident of Sidell. 

William G. Cathcart was reared at home, acquiring his education in the 
public schools of Jacksonville. On the removal of his father to Nebraska in 
1884 he became associated with him in the live-stock business and in 1887 they 
returned to Illinois. At that time Ll'illiam G. Cathcart entered the First 
National Bank of Paris, Illinois, occupying the position of bookkeeper there for  
six months. In the fall of that year, however, he resigned to accept the posi- 
tion of cashier in the private bank of Lyons, Alexander & Company at Sidell, 
and in 1906 he and his brother John A. purchased Mr. Lyons' interest in the 
bank at which time the firm style was changed to Alexander & Cathcart. Under 
this name the business was conducted until March I, ~gog, when they absorbed 
the First National Bank and incorporated the newly organized institution as 
the First National Bank of Sidell. At the time of the purchase of h4r. Lyons' 
interest William G. Cathcart was made president of the institution and has 
since remained in that capacity. His sagacity is keen, his judgment sound and 
his enterprise is constantly reaching out to new methods which will advance 
the interests of the bank and render its service of greater value to its patrons. 
I t  is today recognized as one of the strong financial institutions of the country, 
being based upon principles which are of recognized value in commercial and 
financial circles. 

I t  was in 18go that Mr. Cathcart was united in marriage to Miss Anna 
Sconce, a native of Carroll township, Vermilion county, and a daughter of James 
S. Sconce, now deceased. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cathcart was born one child, Celia 
S., now attending the Sidell high school. 

I n  his political views Mr. Cathcart is a republican with firm faith in the 
principles of the party, yet without desire or  ambition for office. His fellow 
townsmen, however, recognizing his worth and ability in citizenship, have fre- 
quently called upon him to fill positions of public honor and trust, and, answer- 
ing to these demands, he has served repeatedly as mayor of Sidell, being the 
present incumbent in the office. As chief executive of the city he has labored 
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as untiringly and effectively for the public good as he does for the advance- 
ment of his individual interests in private business connections. His administra- 
tion has been characterized by needed reform and by practical improvement, 
and the most correct and careful methods are applied to the management of 
the business of the office. 

In  his fraternal relations Mr. Cathcart is a Mason, an Elk and a Modern 
Woodman. He belongs to Side11 M g e ,  No. 798, A. F. & A. M.; to Danville 
Chapter, R. A. M. ; to Chicago Consistory, A. & A.. S. R. ; is a member of Dan- 
ville Lodge, B. P. 0. E. ; and is identified with the Modern \\roodmen of America. 
His religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Methodist Episcopal 
church and his active support of various lines of church work. He is now secre- 
tary of the board of trustees of the church and for several years has served as 
Sunday school superintendent. He ranks with the most prominent men of the 
southern portion of Vermilion county. He holds to high ideals in every rela- 
tion of life and in their attainment is recognized as a man of action rather than 
of theory. His correct judging of life's contacts and experiences as well as of 
his own capabilities and powers, his even paced energy and the simple weight of 
his character and ability have carried him into important public and business 
relations. 

JOHN N. BADEWITZ. 

Among the successful farmers of Vermilion county should be named John 
N. Badewitz, now deceased, who came to this country as a boy of sixteen and 
through his own exertions and a worthy ambition that should be the inspiration 
of every young man, attained a position of respect and honor in this county. He 
was born in Germany, December 21, 1854, and was the son of Lawrence and 
Katherine Badewitz, who lived and died in the fatherland. The subject of this 
review was educated in the public schools, while even before he had passed 
out of the years of boyhood he learned of the marvelous opportunities await- 
ing the hand of toil in this favored land and he determined as soon as he had 
arrived at years of discretion to seek his destiny in the republic. Accordingly, 
after leaving school he bade farewell to his friends and associates and came to 
New York, traveling thence to Illinois, where he began the battle of life among 
strangers as a farm laborer. He proved to be an apt pupil and soon acquired 
the language of the new country and after a few years, having in the meantime 
become well acquainted with farm life, he rented land on his own account and 
soon began to gather abundant harvests. 

Mr. Badewitz was an intelligent man of fine character and in the neigh- 
borhood he met Miss Clara J. Andrews, to whom in 1887 he was united in 
marriage. She was born on the farm that she now owns and where she now 
resides, January 25, 1858, and is a daughter of David P. and Rhoda (Zumwalt) 
Andrews. Her  father was a native of New York and the mother of Kentucky, 
the respective families coming to Illinois a t  an early date, where they acquired 
land and became established as farmers. Mr. Andrews was quite successful 
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and became the owner of a valuable farm in Newell township. He  departed 
th is  life February 17, 1879, his wife having been called away November g, 1897. 
Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Andrews: D. Clinton, James A., 
Charles R., and Clara J., who became the wife of our subject. 

John N. Badewitz was successful in a marked degree in his farming oper- 
ations and at the time of his death, which took place September 25, 1908, in the 
fifty-fourth year of his age, he was the owner of a well improved farm of two 
hundred and eighty-seven acres. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Badewitz five children 
were born : Hazel, born June 22, 1888; an infant, deceased ; Harry, born Decemc 
ber 12, 1890; Alta, born January 26, 1894; and Rhoda, born April 30; 18g6. 
All are at home with their mother. 

Mr. Badewitz was in sympathy with the democratic party as the one that best 
expresses the theory of republican institutions and he gave his hearty support to 
its candidates. He served with credit to himself and the people of his town- 
ship for three years as commissioner of highways and for ten years he was 
an active member of the school board. He  held membership in the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows lodge at State Line, whose principles of friendship, love 
and truth appealed to him as being especially applicable in an age when the 
accumdation of money threatens to take the place of higher ideals. He will 
be remembered as a man of many noble traits of character that endeared him 
to his family and friends and that earned for him the esteem of the entire 
neighborhood. He inherited the indomitable energy of the Teutonic race and 
was entirely fearless in the discharge of any responsibility which he considered 
he owed to himself or to others. He was always self-reliant and industrious and 
in earlier years was economical, so that he acquired sufficient funds to enable 
him to start independently as a farmer. He used good judgment in his busi- 
ness transactions and by due attention to his work he reached a position finally 
that would have been impossible under the conditions of the old country where 
the son follows in the footsteps of the father and there is often little possibility 
of changing conditions in which one is born. Under the American republic 
Mr. Badewitz found the freedom and an opportunity he had yearned for, and 
here he established a home and left a widow and children who will ever regard 
his name with the reverence and respect due to a worthy husband and loving 
father. 

CHARLES LUCKEY. 

I t  would be difficult to find in all the length and breadth of the land a richer 
and more productive agricultural district than Vermilion county, and they are 
fortunate, therefore, who derive at least a part of their income from farming 
interests here as does Charles Luckey, who owns both town and country prop- 
erty. He is one of Vermilion county's native sons, his birth having occurred 
here in 1856. His father, George Luckey, was an old-time resident of the county 
and devoted his life to general farming and, stock-raising, meeting with success 
in both branches of his business. 
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Upon the home farm Charles Luckey was reared, early becoming familiar 
with the duties and labors that fall to the lot of the farm lad. The common 
schools afforded him his educational privileges and after putting aside his text- 
books he worked at the carpenter's trade, but is now engaged in fanning in this 
county. 

On the 24th of September, 1908, Mr. Luckey was united in marriage to 
Mrs. Myra (Makemson) Elder, a daughter of Hiram and Prudence (Campbell) 
Makemson. Her father was born in Kentucky in ,1830 and is still living at the 
age of eighty years. In his childhood he came to Vermilion county and has 
been a lifelong farmer. H e  married Prudence Campbell, who was born in 
this county in 1824 and remained here until her death, which occurred in 1880. 
They were the parents of five children: Myra, now Mrs. Luckey ; Mary, the 
wife of W. W. Current; Bertha, the deceased wife of Mort Byrd, by whom 
she had one child, Joseph Byrd; Sherman, who married Sadie Byrd; Joseph, 
now deceased, who wedded Mary Renner, who still survives. 

Mr. and Mrs. Luckey are the owners of farming interests and town prop- 
erty and derive therefrom a substantial and well merited income. His political 
support is given to the republican party, and both he and his wife are members 
of the Methodist church. Fraternally he is connected with the Tribe of Ben 
Hur and with the Masonic lodge, and Mrs. Luckey is also well known in the 
ladies' auxiliaries of these organizations, having held office in the Eastern Star 
and in the Royal Neighbors. They reside at No. 102 South Hazel street, where 
they own and occupy an attractive home that is the abode of a warm-hearted 
and generous hospitality. 

GEORGE W. MILLER. 

George W. Miller is a retired farmer of Vermilion county living about three 
miles east of Rossville on the Attica road. His h m e  is on the south side of 
the road and stands in a fine grove of hickory trees. I t  is pleasantly: and 
attractively located and there he is enjoying life, his rest being the merited re- 
ward of many years of earnest and well directed labor. He was born in In- 
diana on the 26th of November, 1841, and is a son of Andrew J. and Catharine 
(Moyer) Miller. The father removed from the Blue Grass state to Indiana 
in 1820, when about six years of age and was there reared, coming to Illinois 
about 1846. He was one of the earliest settlers of Vermilion county and turned 
his attention to agricultural pursuits, carefully devoting his attention to farm 
work until he had developed a good property. 

George W. Miller was a little lad of four years when brought to Illinois by 
his parents. His education was acquired in his district. Owing to the sparsely 
settled condition of the county and the fact that public schools had not been 
organized, several families of the neighborhood in which he lived employed a 
teacher for the instruction of their children. During all of his school period 
George W. Miller worked upon the home farm as his aid was needed and the 
periods of vacation were always given to such tasks as were suited to his age 
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and strength. For a term or two he attended a schooI about four miles from 
his home but though his school training was comparatively limited he has learned 
many valuable lessons in the school of experience and' by reading and observa- 
tion has become a well informed man. His thorough training in farm work well 
qualified him to take up farming on his own account after he had attained his 
majority. He  worked with his father through the period of his youth and after- 
ward bought land for himself. In fact he made his first money by buying and 
selling land and at all time he has manifested particularly sound judgment in 
making investments. At length he became the owner of a part of his present 
farm and to this has added as his financial resources have permitted until it is 
now a splendid and extensive property of four hundred and forty-five acres, 
which annually returns a substantial income as a reward for the care and labor 
bestowed upon it. 

On the 15th of February, 1872, Mr. hliller was married to Miss Vianna 
Haas, a daughter of Daniel and Louise (Miller) Haas, from Pennsylvania. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Miller have been born nine children: Louise, the wife of 
Jess Lansdown, by whom she has three children, Frank, Paul and Russell; 
Andrew, engaged in the livery business, who married Mary Prather and has 
two children, Harold and Marita; ~a rnhe l  J., who wedded Maud Cadle; Mary, 
the wife of John Harris; Elsie, who-married Reed Songer and has two chil- 
dren, Creta and Andrew; &laud, the wife of Ed Hushaw and the mother of 
one son, Charles; George, living upon the home farm, who married Stella Cox, 
by whom he has two children, Edward and Amil; Grover C., also on the home 
farm; and Pearl, who completes the family. 

Mr. Miller has served on the school board and a t  one time was commis- 
sioner of his township. He has always been interested in matters pertaining 
to the public welfare and cooperates in all those measures which he deems of 
value to the community. He and his family belong to the Christian church 
and his has been a well spent life that has gained for him the respect and con- 
fidence of his fellowmen as well as the substantial rewards of labor. He has 
now lived in Vermilion county for sixty-six years and has therefore largely 
witnessed its growth and upbuilding as it has been converted from a sparsely 
settled district into a populous region that now constitutes one of the richest 
and most progressive districts of this state. 

JAMES P. COOK. 

James P. Cook is a retired farmer now residing in Danville. H e  deserves 
representation in this volume because of his own personal worth and the fact 
that he is connected with one of its oldest pioneer families. He was born in 
Vermilion county, near Catlin, and is a son of Samuel and Melvina (Graves) 
Cook. The father's birth occurred in Ohio in 1825, and in 1835) when a lad of 
ten years, he came to Vermilion county. Even at that day there were many 
evidences of Indian occupancy in this part of the state, for the Black Hawk war 
had occurred only three years before, thus ending the dominion of the Indian 
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tribes over this state. He was a son of James Cook, who was born in Mary- 
land or Virginia in 1797 and resided for some years in Ohio, whence he came 
to Illinois. He was a farmer by occupation and upon the home place his son 
Samuel Cook was reared. He too became a farmer, contributing in substantial 
measure to the development of the county along agricultural lines. He had 
two brothers who were soldiers of the Civil war, George JY. Cook being cap- 
tain in the One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Regiment of Illinois Volunteers, 
while James M. Cook was a lieutenant under his brother. Both were in ser- 
vice from the beginning until the close of hostilities and took part in a number 
of important battles. 

The mother of James P. Cook bore the maiden name of Melvina Graves 
and was born in Vermilion county in 1833, a daughter of James Graves, 
who also made farming his life work. Samuel Cook was married twice. By 
his first marriage there were born six children, of whom one died in infancy, 
while one daughter passed away in 1876, at the age of fifteen years, and a 
son died in 1909. The three still living are: James P., of this review; Mary E., 
who is the wife of John Wherry and has three children, two sons and a daugh- 
ter; and Charles F., who marj-ied Cecelia Padgitt and has one daughter. By 
the second marriage Samuel Cook had two sons and a daughter. His death 
occurred in 1g05. 

In  the country schools of Vermilion county James P. Cook pursued his 
education. His training a t  farm labor was not meager, and he early learned 
the best methods of tilling the fields and caring for the crops. As he neared 
his majority he wisely chose the occupation of farmiqg as a life work and 
sought as a companion and helpmate for life's journey Miss Evaline O'Neil, 
who gave her hand in marriage on the 5th of September, 1877. Her father, 
Isaac O'Neil, was born in Indiana in 1818 and he, too, followed the occupation 
of farming. H e  wedded America House, who was also born in Indiana about 
1818. The father was married three times. His first marriage was with Amer- 
ica Lowe and had five children, of whom two are still living, Mrs. Ellen Padgitt 
and Samuel O'Neil. Mr. O'Neil's second marriage was with the mother of 
Mrs. Cook and they had five children: Martha, who died in childhood; Sarah 
J., the wife of J. P. Ellsworth, who died in 1888, leaving two children-Austin, 
who wedded May Lash, and Lola B., at home; Evaline, the wife of James Cook; 
Winfield Scott, who died in childhood; and Isaac, who died in infancy. For 
his third wife Mr. O'Neil wedded Mary Lanham, who is also now deceased. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cook have been born four children. Lillian Gertrude, 
who is now the wife of Frank Downing and the mother of two sons and a 
daughter-Bertel Harmon, Helen Madeline and James L.; Lena J. and Stella 
E., twins, and Herman A., all yet at home. 

For a long period after his marriage Mr. Cook followed farming and his 
energy and diligence enabled him to bring his fields under a high state of culti- 
vation and to gather large crops annually. In all of his methods he was practical 
as well as progressive, and his labors brought to him success, which he had 
justly earned. As the years passed by he made judicious investments in prop- 
erty and became the owner of one farm of five hundred acres, another of 
one hundred and three acres, a tract of sixty-six and a half acres and a smaller 
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tract of forty acres. He  discontinued farming in 1902 and removed to Danville, 
where he now makes his home. Beside his farm property he has become the 
owner of other valuable real estate, including ten dwelling houses in Westville 
and three in Danville, one of which he occupies, his own home .being a beauti- 
ful residence at No. 2 Gilbert street. 

Mr. Cook gives his political endorsement to the democracy, which he has 
supported at the polls since he obtained the right of voting. He  is a member 
of the Christian church, and his has been an upright and honorable life, gain- 
ing for him the high regard in which he is uniformly held. 

For nearly fifty years John F. Jenkins has been a resident of Vermilion 
county. During the entire period he has lived in Newel1 township and since 
arriving at  the age of discernment he has assisted to the extent of his ability 
in advancing the material, mental and moral welfare of the community. Mr. 
Jenkins first saw the light of day on June 7, 1855, in Greene county, Ohio, his 
father being Richard M. and his mother Lucinda (Mullen) Jenkins. He came 
with his parents to Illinois in 1863, the family settling upon a farm in Ver- 
milion county. Here the father died January 22, 1902, and the mother October 
28, 1899. Richard Jenkins was the owner of a well developed farm of two 
hundred and eighteen acres, and he and his wife were intelligent and progres- 
sive representatives of worthy families and left many friends in Vermilion 
county who cherish their memory with honor and respect. 

The subject of our review was educated in the district school and continued 
on the old hmestead until he was twenty-five years, of age, assisting his father 
and preparing to begin operations independently in his own name. In 1880 he 
started'in Newel1 township upon the farm where he now lives and which em- 
braces one hundred and thirty-five acres, all under a high degree of cultivation, 
with a good residence in which are to be seen the comforts and many of the 
luxuries of modern life. Having acquired a good education in his earlier years, 
Mr. Jenkins became a school teacher and taught in the district schools for ten 
years, during which he acquired a reputation as one of the best teachers that 
has been known in that part of the county. During recent pears, however, he 
has devoted his entire attention to the farm. 

On October 12, 1880, Mr. Jenkins was united in marriage to Miss Phronie 
R. Johnson, of Boone county, Indiana, a daughter of Joseph S. and Marilda 
(Kernper) Johnson, the former a native of Kentucky and the latter of Indiana. 
Mr. Johnson located at State Line in 1864, where he worked at the carpenter's 
trade for four years. He then located upon a farm in Newel1 township and 
in connection with its operation acted as stock-buyer for twenty years, also 
holding several township offices. At the end of that period he took up his resi- 
dence in Hoopeston, where he handled live stock for two years, and then re- 
moved to Coles county, where he became engaged in the mercantile business. 
He next operated in the same line of business at  Clinton, Indiana, and from 
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there moved to Chicago, where he was a builder, contractor and grain inspector. 
H e  finally located in North Judson, Indiana, where he now lives retired. Seven 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins: Cecil C., now Mrs. Frank Young, 
of Vermilion county; Charles R. S., of South Dakota; Fern L., of Vermilion 
county; Georgiana, Rebecca, Dannold K. and Paralee L., all of whom are liv- 
ing at home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins are affiliated with the Christian church and in their 
lives aim to be controlled by the teachings of the great Book, which they ac- 
cept as containing the revealed word. Mr. Jenkins is highly respected in the 
region where he has been known all his life and where he has performed a 
manly part in the advancement of every worthy cause. His home is the abode 
of peace and hospitality and no deserving applicant for relief is turned away 
unassisted. By a life of sobriety, industry and activity in all worthy causes 
he has assisted in upholding the reputation of the county and has set an example 
which is plainly worthy of imitation and encouragement. 

MILTON J. WOLFORD. 

His ability to solve intricate business problems, his undaunted enterprise and 
strong determination have brought Milton J. 'CVolford into important relations 
with numerous business concerns and he is today president of the Palmer Na- 
tional Bank of Danville. He was born on the 6th of April, 1844, in Butler 
county, Pennsylvania, of which state his parents, Jacob and Lavina (Adams) 
Wdford, were also natives. His father was a farmer by occupation and 
throughout life made his home in Butler county, where both parents passed 
away. The son received his education in the public schods of his native county 
and later attended Westminster College but left that institution in his junior 
year. We was graduated from the Iron City Commercial College of Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, in 1864. 

In the meantime, however, Mr. IVolford had entered the service of his 
country, enlisting in August, 1862, as a member of Company F, One Hundred 
and Thirty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, with which he served until 
May, 1863. In 1864 he reenlisted, becoming a member of the Pennsylvania 
Heavy Artillery, and was made orderly sergeant on the organization of his 
company. Subsequently he was promoted to the rank of second lieutenant and 
as a member 6f Battery A, Sixth Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, participated in 
a number of engagements. He took part in the latter part of the battle of 
Antietam, the battle of Winchester and the charge of Maries Heights at Fred- 
ericksburg and later was on duty in the Cumberland valley against Mosby, help- 
ing to keep open the railroad there. He was never seriously wounded but was 
hit by a spent ball at Fredericksburg. At the close of his service he retuned 
to his old home in Pennsylvania and for a year thereafter was a student in 
Westminster College. 

I t  was in 1866 that Mr. Wolford came to Illinois, first locating in Arcola, 
Douglas county, where he taught school for a couple of terms, and was then 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY O F  VERMILION COUNTY 225 . 

made cashier of the Cannon & Wyeth Bank, filling that position until the firm 
discontinued business. He was then with his brother-in-law, J. C. Justice, in 
the banking business for about two years and in October 1875, came to  Dan- 
ville, where for a year and a half he was employed in the Vermilion County 
Bank. At the end of that time he entered the service of L. T. and C. J. Palmer 
in their loan office. In 1880 he was elected secretary of the Danville Benefit 
& Building Association, in which connection he is still carrying on the insurance 
business in conjunction with his banking operations. In May, 1892, in asso- 
ciation with Messrs. Palmer, he organized the Palmer National Bank with a 
capital of one hundred thousand dollars, C. J. Palmer being made president 
and Mr. Wolford its first cashier, in which capacity he served until 1902, when 
he was elected president of the bank and has since filled that position. The 
bank is now capitalized at one hundred and sixty thousand dollars and is re- 
garded as one of the safest financial institutions in this part of the state. They 
are now erecting a fine bank building at a wst  of fifty thousand dollars, which 
will be complete in all its appointments and especially adapted for the business 
carried on. In addition to his other interests Mr. Wolford has served as sec- 
retary and treasurer of the Danville Opera House Company for seveid years 
and is a director of the Vermilion County Abstract Company and a trustee of 
Lakeside hospital. His connection with any undertaking ensures a prosperous 
outcome of the same, for it is his nature to successfully accomplish any task 
to which he sets himself. 

In 1873, Mr. Wolford was united in marriage to Miss Maude S. Blackwell 
of Arcola, Illinois, and unto them have been born one son and three daughters, 
all of whom are still living, namely : Ann S., now the widow of 0. L. Ridgely ; 
Maude B., the wife of Charles F. Shane; and Sarah W. and Harold E., who 
are students at the Madison (Wis.) University. The family hold membership 
in the Presbyterian church and Mr. Wolford is also identified with the Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks. He has never taken a very active or promi- 
nent part in public affairs, preferring to concentrate his energies upon his com- 
mercial and banking interests and has earned for himself an enviable reputa- 
tion as a careful man of business, being known in his dealings for his prompt 
and honorable methods which have won him the deserved confidence of his 
fellowmen. 

FRANK BREWER. 

Starting out in the business world for himself at the early age of sixteen 
years, the success which now belongs to Frank Brewer, proprietor of an ex- 
tensive furniture and undertaking establishment in Catlin, is an indication of 
the unfaltering industry and perseverance which he has manifested since that 
time and is the logical result of well directed efforts and of earnest labor on his 
part. One of Illinois' native sons, his birth occurred in Douglas county, Decem- 
ber 3, 1866, and he is a son of David and Caroline (Lynch) Brewer, natives 
of Ohio and West Virginia respectively. They were married in Vermilion 
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county, Illinois, to which county David Brewer had come in 1829 when but 
a year old, his parents taking up their abode near Danville. A log cabin was 
the home of Mr. Brewer for a number of years. He passed away in Iroquois 
county in February, 1895, while his wife's death occurred on the aIst of Novem- 
ber, 1877. In their family were ten children but only four are now living, 
namely: M. L., of Champaign county; I. P. and R H., of the same place; and 
Frank, of this review. 

Frank Brewer received his education in the common schools, and on the 
home farm was reared to the age of sixteen years, when, desiring to enter busi- 
ness on his own account, he engaged as a farm hand, continuing as such for four 
years. He then rented a tract of land, which he operated for a number of 
years, and that his early training on the home farm had been most thorough 
and comprehensive, inculcating into his mind lessons concerning the value of 
energy, economy and self-reliance, is indicated by the substantial results which 
attended his efforts as an independent farmer. He  continued to follow agri- 
cultural pursuits in the capacity of renter until 1902, when, seeking the busi- 
ness opportunities offered by city life, he removed to Homer, and with the capital - 
which he had been able to accumulate from his agricultural venture, he estab- 
lished a furniture and undertaking business, in which he continued for three 
years. At the end of that period he came to Catlin and here entered the same 
business, in which he has remained to the present time. Wit11 characteristic 
energy he at once applied himself to building up a good trade, and the success 
that attended his efforts is manifest in the extensive and constantly increasing 
patronage which is now accorded him. With ready discernment and keen in- 
sight into business he has so conducted his enterprise from the beginning that 
its growth has been both steady and healthy, at  last reaching gratifying propor- 
tions, which rank it among the large and important enterprises of the city. The 
store handles a well selected and up-to-date stock, and the business policy of 
Mr. Brewer has ever been such as to inspire the trust and confidence of the 
public. I n  addition to his business he owns a fine brick store building and an 
attractive residence, and he is recognized as one of the substantial and influential 
business men of Catlin. 

In 1891 Mr. Brewer was united in marriage to Miss Catherine V. Wise, 
who was born in Ohio in 1869. She was one of five children whose parents 
were William T. and Phoebe F. (Kinzey) Wise, the former deceased and the 
latter now making her home in Philo, Illinois. Mrs. Brewer was a graduate of 
the common schools and also the high school at Champaign and for several 
years prior to her marriage was 2 successful teacher in the common schools. 
She has since become the mother of one son, Donald W., who was born May 
29, 1894, and is now a student in the high school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brewer are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, in 
which they are active and helpful workers, and he is widely and prominently 
known in fraternal circles here, being identified with the Catlin Lodge, No. 285, 
A. F. & A. M.; with Catlin Lodge, No. 538, I. 0. 0. F.; and with the Knights 
of Pythias Lodge, No. 635, K. P., all of Catlin. In the first named order he 
has filled all of the chairs, and his life has ever exemplified the teachings of 
these various organizations. Interested as all American citizens should be in 
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the political situation of the country, he has thoroughly informed himself con- 
cerning the questions and issues of the day and gives stalwart support to the 
republican party although he has no desire for preferment along polkcal lines. 
Much credit is due Mr. Brewer for he started out in life as a farm hand when 
sixteen years of age, and with the passing years, by constant exertion associated 
with g d  judgment, has gained a place among the substantial merchants and 
valued citizens of Catlin, commanding the respect and confidence of all with 
whom he has private or  business relations. 

JOHN A. CATHCART. 

John A. Cathcart, cashier of the First National Bank of Sidell, was born 
in Natrona, Macon county, Illinois, March 31, 1876, and although a young man 
has gained for himself a creditable position in the financial circles of Vermilion 
county. His judgment and even-paced energy have carried him forward to 
the goal of success, his life being characterized by an orderly progression. 

His parents were John Marshall and Sarah J. (Alexander) Cathcart, both 
of whom were natives of county Tyrone, Ireland, whence they came to the 
United States in young manhood and young womanhood. They became resi- 
dents of Logan county, Illinois, where they were afterward married and sub- 
sequently they took up their abode upon a farm in Mason county, Illinois, 
where they resided for a number of years. Later they made their home in 
Nebraska for about four years and on the expiration of that period returned 
to Champaign county, Illinois, where John 14. Cathcart conducted a lumber and 
grain business in the town of Broadlands for about five years. He then came to 
Sidell, where he engaged in the lumber and grain business, acquiring a comfort- 
able fortune through the careful conduct and capable management of his interests. 
Making judicious investments in property, he owned extensive farm lands in 
Sidell township at the time of his death. About ten years prior to  his demise 
he retired from active business life, spending his remaining days in the enjoy- 
ment of the fruits of his former toil. He died in Pensacola, Florida, where 
he was sojourning for the benefit of his health, passing away on the 21st of 
February, 1910. His widow is still a resident of Sidell, where she has a large 
circle of warm friends. 

No event of special importance occurred during the youthful days of our 
su5ject to vary the routine of his life. The public schools afforded him his 
educational privileges, and his business training was received under the direction 
of his father, with whom he became identified in the lumber and grain trade. 
As his years and knowledge increased his responsibilities were enlarged and he 
came to assume more and more of the management of his father's business, 
with which he was associated until 1898, when he entered the First National 
Bank of Sidell as a bookkeeper. About five years later he was made assistant 
cashier of the institution and occupied that position for five years when, in 1908, 
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he was chosen cashier of the bank, in which capacity he is now serving, proving 
an efficient officer popular with the patrons of the bank. 

On the 28th of June, I@, Mr. Cathcart was married to Miss Mabel Wright 
of Sidell, a daughter of Silas Wright, a prominent farmer of Sidell township, 
now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Cathcart have but one child, Josephine. They 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and Mr. Cathcart is serving 
on its board of trustees. In  the work of the church they are actively and help- 
fully interested, doing all in their power tu promote its growth and extend its 
influence. Mr. Cathcart votes with the republican party and his fraternal rela- 
tions are w'ith Sidell Lodge, No. 798, A. F. &r A. M.; Homer Lodge, R. A. M., 
of Homer, Illinois; Oriental Consistory, A. & A. S. R. of Chicago; and Medinah 
Temple, A. A. 0. N. M. S., also of Chicago. He likewise belongs to the 
'Modern Woodmen Camp of Sidell and is in sympathy with the basic principles 
and purposes of these orders which recognize the brotherhood of mankind and 
the obligations of the individual to his fellowmen. 

THEODORE E. ANDERSON 

For twenty-two years Theodore E. Anderson has now been identified with 
the business interests of Danville and is today most capably serving as secretary 
and superintendent of the Spring Hill Cemetery Association. A native of Illi- 
nois, he was born in Coles county, on the 8th of November, 1862, and on the 
paternal side is of Scotch-Irish descent, the family being founded in Pennsyl- 
vania a t  an early day, from that state its representatives removed to  Indiana. 
His parents were John Wesley and Lucretia (Day) Anderson, both natives of 
Terre Haute, Indiana. The father, who was a stationary engineer by occupa- 
tion, died November 27, 1883, but the mother is still living. 

Theodore E. Anderson attended the public schools of Terre Haute and of 
other places but at  the early age of fourteen years he left school and began earn- 
ing his own livelihood. The family being in rather limited circumstances 
necessitated his seeking employment at that time. For a period of five years he 
turned his attention to agricultural pursuits, working at farming and garden- . 
ing near his home, but at  the end of that time found employment with the Terre 
Haute Car Company, where he served an apprenticeship as a machinist and fin- 
ally became an expert wheelman. In 1888 he came to  Danville, Illinois, and 
for twenty years was with the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad as foreman 
of their wheel department at this place. On the 21st of June, 1894, he be- 
came associated with the Spring Hill Cemetery Association and was elected 
superintendent and secretary of the company, which position he is still filling to 
the entire satisfaction of all concerned. 

On the 7th of November, 1883, Mr. Anderson was united in marriage to 
Miss Mollie E. Stalcup, a native of Indiana, who died November 29, 1893. They 
became the parents of three children, namely: Walter, who died September 8, 
1903; Charles, who died July 5, 1886; and Lillie May, who was born February I, 

1890. Mr. Anderson was again married in Danville, August 5, 1896, his second 
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mion being with Miss Marietta M. Bor1ap.d. a native of Danville, who success- 
fully engaged in teaching in the public schools of this city for several years. 
She is a daughter of George W. and Mary J. Borland, both now deceased, who 
were old residents of Vermilion county. The father was a merchant tailor 
throughout his active business life. By his second marriage Mr. Anderson has 
two children: Elizabeth Viola, born February 14 1903; and John Wesley, born 
~ p r i l  21, 1906. 

Mr. Anderson has taken high rank in Masonry, having attained to the thirty- 
second degree in the Scottish Rite. H e  is also a member of the Order of the 
Eastern Star, the Modern Woodmen of America, the Tribe of Ben Hur and 
the Knights of Pythias and has filled all of the chairs in the last named organ- 
ization. Religiously he holds membership in the First Methodist Episcopal 
church of Danville. By his ballot he supports the men and measure of the 
republican party and has taken quite an active and influential part in local poli- 
tics and for one term served as a member of the city council from his ward. 
He is also president of the board of education of the Roselawn school district.. 
He  is an enterprising and progressive citizen, who takes a commendable interest 
in public affairs, and during his residence in Danville has made a host of warm 
friends. 

MILTON M. McNEILL. 

The history of Danville's business enterprise would be incomplete without 
mention of Milton M. McNeill, a dealer in hard wpod lumber. Honored and 
respected by all, no man occupies a more enviable position in commercial circles 
not alone by reason of the success he has achieved but also owing to his straight- 
forward business policy and his ready recognition of opportunity. He was 
born in Perrysville, Indiana, on the 24th of December, 1845, a son of George 

, H. and Rebecca K. (Beers) McNeilI, who were natives of Maryland and 
Ohio respectively. The father early learned surveying, which he followed for 
many years, but at a later day turned his attention to merchantile pursuits, open- 
ing a drug store in Perrysville, Indiana, which he conducted with success until 
his death. He passed away September 9, 1892, and the community mourned the 
loss of one who had long been honored as a representative and valued citizen. 
He was a well read man, whose opinions were sound and his judgment keen, 
and he had moreover those qualities which make for personal popularity. At 
his death he was succeeded in business by his wife and son, W. K. McNeiU, 
who was proprietor of a business that has been carried on by the family for 
over sixty-five years, but was sold in 1907. 

At the usual age Milton McNeill entered the public schools of his native 
aty and in due course of time continued his education in the Asbury (now De 
Pauw) University at Greencastle, Indiana, where he was a student for two 
years. I t  was his intention to become a druggist and to this end he made a 
special study of pharmacy and chemistry. When his course was completed 
he began business along that line in his father's store at Perrysville, but on his 
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removal to Danville, Illinois, in 1880, he turned his attention to the lumber 
trade and has since made a specialty of house furnishing and cabinet lumber, 
such as walnut, ash, etc., handling hard woods exclusively. From the begin- 
ning of his residence in Danville he has enjoyed a good trade, his business 
methods being thoroughly reliable while his business policy is such as never 
seeks nor requires disguise. 

Mr. McNeill was united in marriage to Miss Ruhamah R. Bell, a daughter 
of William M. Bell, of Penysville; Indiana, who was one of the leading mer- 
chants of the Wabash valley. Unto Mr. and Mrs. McNeill were born the fol- 
lowing named: Marie L., the wife of James R. Martin, of Attica, Indiana, who 
is engaged in the lumber and grain business; Rebecca B., who married Frank 
Hannum and makes her home with her parents; George, engaged in the whole- 
sale grocery business in Danville; Ruhamah R., the wife of Frank D. Bushnell, 
of Danville; Helen M., now Mrs. Headley, of Danville; and Nadine, at home. 
The wife and mother passed away September 21, 1go5. Among the attractive 
homes of Danville the McNeill residence is numbered. I t  is situated on North 
Walnut street and is the abode of a generous and kindly hospitality which is 
greatly enjoyed by the many friends of the family. 

In his political views Mr. McNeill is an earnest republican and has always 
kept well informed on the questions and issues of the day, so that he is able to 
support his position by intelligent argument. He belongs to both the subordinate 
lodge and the encampment of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and has 
filled all of the chairs in both organizations. He is likewise a member of the First 
Methodist Episcopal church and was treasurer of the Kirnber Methodist church 
at the time of its erection, serving on the building committee. His long resi- 
dence in Danville has made him widely known and his many sterling traits of 
character have gained for him the high regard which is uniformly tendered him. 
He is a public-spirited citizen, who seeks the benefit of the community along the 
lines of progress, reform and improvement, and his cooperation can always be 
counted upon to further any movement for the general good. 

CHARLES TROUP. 

Charles Troup, engaged in the practice of law in Danville, where he is again 
and again giving proof of his ability by the careful and systematic manner in 
which he conducts his cases and marshals the points in evidence, was born in 
Edgar county, Illinois, on the 6th of January, 1879. His parents were Palestine 
and Amanda (Neely) Troup. The father was a native of Lawrence county, 
Kentucky, who came to Illinois in 1856 with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 
Young Troup. Palestine Troup was reared to the occupation of farming and 
has made that pursuit his life work. H e  was a soldier of the Civil war, serv- 
ing with the Fortieth Indiana Infantry for eighteen months, or  until the close 
of hostilities, when he returned home with a creditable military record. H e  then 
again took up the occupation of farming which he has followed with success 
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Charles Troup spent his boyhood days under the parental roof and early be- 
came familiar with the duties and labors that fall to the lot of the agriculturist. 
In the attainment of his education he attended the public schools near his 
father's home, and also the high school in Paris, Illinois. He afterward took up 
the study of law in Paris and later went to Ann Arbor, Michigan, where he 
entered the State University, there pursning a special course. H e  was admitted 
to the bar December 22, 1903, and at once began practice. He located in Dan- 

! ville on the 1st of May, 1904, and followed his profession independently until 
1905, when he became associated with the firm of Buckingham & Dysert, with 
whom he continued until March, 1906, when the firm of Buckingham & Tmup 
was formed. This association was maintained until I@, when Mr. Bucking- 
ham removed to Chicago, and since that time Mr. Troup has been alone. He 
has conducted his cases with masterly skill and has won many verdicts 
favorable to the interests of his clients. He is careful in the preparation 

I of his cases and in his presentation of his cause never loses sight of the salient 
I points upon which the decision finally turns. His arguments are strong and 
! he is clear in expression, while in the application of legal principles he is seldom, 

if ever, at fault. 
On  rhe 25th of December, 1906, &Ir. Troup was united in marriage at 

Homer, Illinois, to Miss Mary A. HeIm, of that place, a daughter of George 
and Alice (Babb) Helm, They are well known socially in Danville where they 
have many friends and their home is a most hospitable one. Mr. Troup belongs 
to the Knights of Pythias and to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
He is a republican in his political views and his position upon any vital ques- 
tion is never an equivocal one. He does not seek nor desire public office, pre- 
ferring to concentrate his energies upon his business affairs and in the profes- 
sion which he has chosen as his life work he is making steady progress. 

GODFREY BURKHART. 

Godfrey Burkhart, who has been identified with lTermilion county since 
1876 and has been actively engaged in farming since he was sixteen years of 
age. was born in Oberhausen, Germany, Aprii 26, 1850, and is a son of John 
George and Mary Agnes (Strobble) Burkhart, also natives of Oberhausen. In 
18j4 the father left his wife and children at home and came to the United 
States with the hope of establishing his family in this country under more fav- 
orable auspices than could be expected in the fatherland. He was a carpenter 
by trade but, after landing in New York, his meager funds soon became ex- 
hausted in a vain attempt to secure employment and he started to walk through 
the country. He arrived in Cleveland. Ohio, in the dead of winter among 
strangers and unable to speak a word of the English language. However, he 
succeeded in finding a brother-in-law near Cleveland, who was also a carpenter 
and who assisted in securing for him employment. After working for a year 
in the city he continued for another year upon a farm and, still being disap- 
pointed in securing funds necessary to send for his family, started once more 
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